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Abstract

Shner fes cstablislment on May 14, 19448, e Stte of Tarael o rocelved
overwhehning support from the Jewlsh dispora, with alleglanee to lsracl itselfa major
feature of Jewlsh identity, However, ag the sltaation in the reglon perslsts, o prowing
nuanher of Jews have hogun to morve openly and voeally eiallenge lsracll polfey In the
Palestintan terrttortes, Although dizsemt from Zlonkam within Jewish connmunlties Js nol a
new phenomenon, i hag galned a wider audfence and a Jouder volee. In facl, in both the
Untted Stites and Tseael, where i najority of e world's Jewish population lives today,
some Jewlsh organizations have had o long history ol opposition to Zionlsm. This paper
aaees (hits relatively unknown blstory snd analyzes thelr influence on the raging debate
and heated digeussfons surrounding the Intractable lsvacli/Palestinlan conflict.
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Graffidd In Jaffa. I reads in Hebrew on the left and Pulestinlan
Arahic on the Fight, “we have no other hometand,”
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Preface

“The antonym of forgelting is not remembering, but justice.”

—Yosel Hayim Yerushalmi

Like most children born to Jewish-Israeli families in the U.S., | was raised to Jove and
support Israel unconditionally. I attended private Jewish schools in Los Angeles from pre-
school to twelfth grade that fostered a deep connection to Israel through study of its
language, culture, and history. | remember vividly the yearly celebrations of Yom
Ha’atzmaut: the national day of Israel that commemorates the Israeli Declaration of
Independence and the establishment of the Jewish State in 1948. Every year on Yom
Ha’atzmaut at my elementary school, Adat Ari El, blue and white flags with the Magen
David—or Star of David—flooded the school. As | walked to class, my eyes would follow the
tiny plastic Israeli flags that were stuck in the flowerbeds. Classrooms were also decorated
with Israeli flags, posters, and pictures and Israeli music blasted in the background. An
entire day—aside from our regular lessons on Israel throughout the year—was dedicated
to celebrating Israel’s independence, perseverance, and continued existence.

Food was also a major component of these celebrations. My teachers would leave
plates of blue-and-white cookies and Israeli chocolates on every table. At lunch we were
fed all sorts of Israeli food, such as falafel, hummus, and Israeli salad. Although I ate most of
these foods on a regular basis at home, there was something incredible about eating my
favorite foods and listening to my favorite Hebrew music with all of my friends and
teachers at school. After lunch, there was always a town hall where the principal would
give a speech about the significance of this holiday. At the end, he would ask everyone to

rise and we would begin singing the Hatikva, the national anthem of Israel. | remember
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how loud and proud I would sing the last part of the anthem. The lyrics lihyot ‘am chofshi
be‘artzeinu, ‘eretz-tziyon viyerushalayim (to be a free nation in our land, the land of Zion and
Jerusalem) would send chills down my spine. | was taught at home and at school that Israel
embodied the liberation of the Jewish people from our oppression in exile and was a
beacon of light, hope, and salvation in a dark world. These celebrations continued through
junior high and high school and further reaffirmed these beliefs. I never skipped school on
Yom Ha'atzmaut

But subsequent to these celebrations was another holiday that was just as important
as Yom Ha'atzmaut: Yom HaShoah, or Holocaust Remembrance Day. Yom HaShoah is
celebrated immediately before Yom Ha’atzmaut and commemorates the approximately six
million Jews murdered by Nazi Germany and its accessories during the Holocaust. For the
remainder of this paper, when referring to the Holocaust I will use Shoah. I do this to
decentralize the word ‘holocaust’ which is of Greek origin and means, “sacrifice by fire.” For
me, “sacrifice by fire” invokes an image of Jewish people walking into the Nazi gas
chambers like sheep to slaughter. Instead, | am emphasizing the Hebrew word Shoah,
which means “the catastrophe.” For me, this word better encompasses the immense
tragedy of this historical moment and makes more space for narratives of Jewish resistance
to Nazi oppression.

Every Jewish school | attended, from elementary to high school, had some sort of
monument that commemorated the Shoah. They were all somewhat different, but all of
them had the Hebrew word yizkor, or remember (but was often translated as “never
forget”) etched somewhere on the monument. During Yom HaShoah at school, we

remembered by studying the history of the genocide and reading survivors’ testimonies. For
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my family, this day was also an Important reminder that we would not be in the U.S,, let
alone alive, ifmy paternal grandfather, Tzvi Farkash, had not survived the Shoah.

Although most of his Hungarian-Jewish family perished during the Shoah, along with nearly
600,000 other Hungarian Jews, he kept his spirit high and his head even higher. He
managed to escape from Hungary and eventually reached Israel, where he met and married
my grandmother, Sara, whose family had also recently arrived in Israel fleeing antisemitic
persecution in Egypt. These narratives, both the ones I learned in school and the ones
passed down at home, ingrained in me the belief that if it were not for the Zionist
movement and the establishment of Israel, not only would I not be here writing this today,
but the Jewish people would remain vulnerable to another Shoah. Thus, yizkor was never
enough. Yizkor was fighting for the safety and security of the State of Israel and for the well
being of Jewish people everywhere.

This upbringing, along with regular trips to Israel to visit my family, instilled in me a
deep love for Eretz Israel. But more significantly, it filled me with an even greater pride and
affection for my people. I understood the necessity of a Jewish homeland, but the need for a
strong and united Jewish community globally emerged paramount. By high school I had not
only visited Israel plenty, but [ had also lived there for months at a time through a program
called Tiferet offered by my high school: Milken Community High School. During tenth
grade, Milken took about half of my class to live and study abroad for a semester at
Alexander Muss High School in Israel. This experience both strengthened and challenged
my support of Israel, as the school we studied at was ardently Zionist. The history I learned

there angered me as it quite plainly suggested that the new Nazis were the Arabs and that
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the Jews were, for the most part, victims in their justified endeavor of establishing a Jewish
state in Palestine.

But at the same time, my teachers at Alexander Muss were so obviously prejudiced
that | began questioning some of the information | was being taught. | remember a teacher
arguing that the Palestinian Arabs either voluntarily sold their property to the rapidly
increasing Jewish population in Palestine or fled their homes in 1948 during Israel’s war of
independence (or what the Palestinians call the Nakba, which is Arabic for “the
catastrophe”).! I was taught that the Palestinian tragedy was a consequence of their
inability to co-exist with the Jews and ultimately, a fabrication. [ was taught to resist and
deny the Nakba. But I did not buy into this. It was then that | began exploring the history of
Israel from alternative perspectives: from Israeli historians critical of the national
narratives and from Palestinian writers. However, regardless of my curiosity and the new
information I was beginning to read, my love and support for the state of Israel remained
strong.

During my senior year of high school, | was presented with an opportunity to visit
the concentration camps in Poland where most of the Jews killed in the Shoah perished. ],
along with most of my class and other Jewish seniors from another local Jewish high school,
embarked on a two-week journey to Poland and Israel called March of the Living. The first

week, which coincided with Yom HaShoah, was spent travelling throughout Poland with
thousands of other Jewish students from across the U.S. visiting multiple concentration and
death camps including Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi concentration camp complex

built during World War II. The second week, which coincided with Yom HaZikaron, which is

! For the remainder of this paper, 1 will generally rcfer to the Isracli War of Independence/the
Nakba as the 1948 war.
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Israel’'s memorial day for “fallen soldiers and victims of terrorism,” as well as Yom
Ha'atzmaut, was spent travelling, commemorating, and celebrating throughout [sracl.2 This
trip was called March of the Living because on Yom HaShoah, the thousands ol young Jews
on the trip were to march silently from Aushwtiz to Birkenau. The March, which coincides
with the Nazi perpetrated death marches that occurred towards the end of World War Il,
emphasized the significance of thousands of healthy and thriving Jewish students marching
into—and out of—the very places many of their ancestors entered and never left.

| had been to Israel many times before this trip, but | had never been to Poland and |
had never witnessed for myself the evidence that
remains of the Shoah. | was told this trip would
change my life, but I did not know that it would rattle
me to the core as it did. | felt immense heartbreak
and joy as | marched into Auschwitz on Yom HaShoah
with an Israeli flag in my hand alongside thousands
of other young Jews. We were supposed to be silent,
but we could not stop ourselves from chanting,

crying, and laughing. It remains to this day the most

. . Figure 1: Me marching into Auschwitz with an
haunting and beautiful day of my life. Isracli Qug on Yom HaShoah in 2011,

When we got to Israel, we were reminded of what we witnessed and felt in Poland.
We were told to keep these memories close as we travelled throughout Israel. We were told
that Israel was our never forget. 1 remember being bothered by this statement, but did not

know why then. At Auschwitz, we were reminded that although the Jews were the primary

? Sec the Isracli Parliament’s official website:
hitps://www.knesset.gov.il/holidays/eng/memorial_day_cng.htm
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victims of the Shoah, the Nazi regime persecuted and murdered many other peoples.
However, the organizers consistently emphasized the importance of never forgetting what
this tragedy means for the Jews above all. It was not until after the trip that | began to
realize why | was so frustrated with these notions: it was not because | disagreed, but
because they were not enough.

Visiting the concentration camps placed me in front of an evil I did not
understand—an evil without a name. 1 searched for answers, but could not find any that
satisfied me. | understood that antisemitism fueled the Shoah, but I did not comprehend
how anyone could be complicit in such heinous crimes. One day, I came across the writings
of Hanna Arendt, a Jewish German-American philosopher and political theorist who fled
Nazi persecution during World War Il and who later reported on Adolf Eichmann’s trail for
The New Yorker. Eichmann was one of the major orchestrators of the Shoah. He was
captured in Argentina by the Mossad, [srael’s intelligence service, in 1960 and brought to
Israel for trial where he was found guilty of war crimes and hanged in 1962. Arendt wrote
in 1963 in Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil:

The trouble with Eichmann was precisely that so many were like him, and that the
many were neither perverted nor sadistic, that they were, and still are, terribly and
terrifyingly normal. From the viewpoint of our legal institutions and of our moral
standards of judgment, this normality was much more terrifying than all the atrocities
put together.3

According to Arendt, Eichmann’s evil and the evil of the Shoah more broadly were
quite simply banal. This claim has been met with a lot of controversy, as it seems to imply

that Eichmann’s crimes against humanity were unexceptional. But this is exactly the

brilliance—and tragedy—of Arendt’s arguments. Arendt is not denying that Eichmann was

3 Hanna Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil (New York: Penguin,
1994), 276.


























































































































































































