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List of Abbreviations

- - the communisy
Loy | cague of Communists of Yugoslavia. 1 0'1'-]”'1:]:!&](:[0( the six reptllbllil?:arly o
: o E . ies from ed E: Sa
Yugoslavia composed ot eight regional l?UllILbd issaliéd 1991 nd the
Mo autonomous regions. Formed in 1937 and dis

HDZ: (1rvatska demokratska zajednica) The Croatian Democratic Union. Franjo

Tudman’s right wing part founded in 1990, an embodiment of Croatian nationa]is,n

h . iing i oslavia.
that opposed communism and Croatia remaining in Yug

The Presidency: The Collective Presidency of Yugoslavia. Des_;gnced to-gw._e the
republics more power, the Presidency, promulgated in the 19_ 4 onstitution, had .
representatives, one from each republic and autonomous region and the heaq of the
LCY (though he had no voting power). Each member was z_tl]qwe_d avote and a
majority was needed to take action on any issue. During his lifetime Tito headeg e
Presidency, and after his death, other members ro?ated the Head of the Presidency
each year to one of the representatives of a republic.

JNA: (Jugoslavenska narodna armija) The Yugoslav Peophla'."s Army or Yugoslay
National Army. Formed after WWII the JNA was Yugoslavia’'s primary armeq forceg
including a navy and air force. In total it possessed around 600,000 soldiers anq
personnel with modern equipment produced in Yugoslavia itself and roughly g8
million reservists. Alongside the [NA each republic had a Territorial Defense Force
and local police forces, though in theory these were under the purview of the JNA.
The Presidency in theory issued the orders to the JNA, which the JNA general staff
implemented. During the crisis, this chain of command would break down,

EC: The European Community in this paper’s time frame refers to the European
Economic Community (EEC). The EEC was the economic wing of the new European
communities (the others being the Atomic Energy Community and the Coa] and
Steel Community) formed in 1958 after the Treaty of Rome went into effect. In 1967
the EEC’s Commission took over the other two and formed a single European
Council in charge of all three communities. These were transformed into the gy in
1993, however in the context of this paper EC refers to the European Council ang it's
members between 1988 and 1992

WEU: The Western European Union. A military alliance of Western European states
also in the EC formed in 1948 and dissolved in 2009. The WEU was never enacted,
meaning the alliance was never tested. During the Yugoslav Crisis some leaders in
Europe argued for the use of the WEU as a force to intervene in Yugoslavia, but the
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idea never made it past discussion.

Chetnik: The word comes from old Slavic “Cheta” a band of troops, and refers to
soldiers, usually of Serb origin who fought in the Balkans between 1900-1945.
While this word may have referred to bands of Serb soldiers or just individual
patriots who did not fight, it is usually connotated with the Serb forces who resisted
the Axis in WWII. Lead by DraZa Mihailovi¢, they fought against the Axis and Tito’s
Partisans and sought to establish a new Serb state. During the breakup of
Yugoslavia, bands of Serb paramilitaries referred to themselves as Chetniks in an

effort to channel patriotic feeling while the Croatians used the term as synonymous
with “terrorist.”

Chronology of Events

o May 4t 1980: Death of Joziph Tito.

o March 11t 1981: Beginning of Protests in Kosovo at the University of
Pristina, first unrest in Yugoslavia.

o May 25t 1985: The Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts publishes a

memorandum on the Serbian people in Yugoslavia claiming they are being
persecuted.

o April 24t 1987: Slobodan MiloSevi¢ proclaims “No one will ever beat you” to
a crowd of Serbs in Kosovo.

o October 6th 1988: Protestors topple the government in Volvidinja, and pro-
MiloSevi¢ politicians are installed.

o December 25% 1988: Branko Mikuli¢ resigns as Prime Minister of Yugoslavia
having failed to alleviate the situation he is replaced by Ante Markovic.
Inflation stands at over 200%

o January 11t 1989, Protestors force the government of Montenegro to resign,
and again pro MiloSevi¢ politicians are installed.

o February 16t 1989: Workers at the Trepca Mine in Kosovo go on strike, the
government declares a state of emergency in Kosovo.

o May 8th 1989: In the Slovenian capital, Ljubljana, the May Declaration is read
to crowds of people asserting the right of Slovenia to sovereignty. On the
same day Milo3evi¢ becomes president of Serbia.
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lune 1964 Todpman founds the HDZ. o nationalist p.lrl}y. in Croatia,
. " - » Th
e lm’lf‘ levers a Massive speed h on the 430 Anniversa
'R Milosevie dey ' : il > and spe.
: ! :i' ‘;:Il ol Kosovo to perhaps d million Serbs ¢ peaks of the
ol the N ¢ o

preatness of Serbig
ocialist” from its officja)

: d”s
September 17 1989: Slovenia drops the wor

name.

i iti in Slovenia
. " 3 the Democratic Opposition in ,
November 28™ 1989: DEMOS, communist parties to challenge the

coalition forms from several non-c Cfree elections
communist government in upcoming firs

December 1% 1989: An attempted demonstration by Serbs in Ljubljana i
dispersed.

January 1990:

o 20%: The 14 and final conference of the LCY begins, two days later
the conference ends when Slovenia walks out and the LCY dissolves,
31t In response to another strike, the Presidency orders the Jng into

o
Kosovo and establishes military rule of the region.

February 17th 1990: Parties demanding autonomy for Serb areas in Croatiz

form in the city of Knin.

April 1990:

o 8™ DEMOS wins first multiparty elections in Slovenia, defeating the

communists.
April 22rd: HDZ wins the first round of elections in Croatia and in the

runoff election wins a majority, imposing single party rule in Croatia.
One month later the parliament elects Tudjman as President

o

July 204 1990: Ko:-;ovo declares itself a republic within Yugoslavia, Serbia
responds by abolishing the parliament of Kosovo, and further restricting the

freedom of the region.

August 17 1990: The Serbs around Knin begin to blockade the roads using

{fller; t{ﬂees tc')rlhwep Croatian police out of Serb majority areas, the “Log
evolution.” This is followed short] by a unani itive

e i automomy, y by nimous positive referendum

August 30% 1990: Croatian Courts rule the Serb Autonomous Regions in

Croatia il :
legal, however there is no enforcement. One month later the regions
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9]

dedlare themaelves autonomous republhics within Yugoslavia.

November 1990 1n both Bosnia and Macedonia, anti-communist parties win
clectons and begin to push tor more freedom from the governmentin
Belprade.

December 1990
1o™: After two rounds of voting, Milodevi¢ wins the presidency of
Serbia and his party the Socialist Party of Serbia, but not by an
overwhelming margin.
December 23 In a referendum on independence in Slovenian, an
overwhelming majority vote for independence.
December 24%: Croatia drafts a new constitution, which limits the power of
the federal government in Croatia and removes specified protections for
minorities, including Serbs.

January 9% 1991: Head of the Presidency Borisav Jovié¢ of Serbia requests the
JNA act against Croatia and Slovenia. Kosovo, Serbia and Vojvodina and
Montenegro vote for force. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia and
Slovenia vote against the use of force. Deadlocking and defeating the request

March 1991;:

o 15t In Pakrac, Croatia local Serbs seize control of the police station,
and engage in a skirmish with Croatian Territorial forces. The JNA
intervenes and stops the fighting, forcing the withdrawal of Croatian
forces.

o 9%: Massive demonstrations in Belgrade against MiloSevi¢ lead by
students turn violent after the JNA fires on the protestors

o 12™:The JNA, in an effort to preserve Yugoslavia, request the
Presidency grant them emergency powers, the vote is split four to
four with the same results as January 9%

29%: At the Plitvice Lakes Park in Croatia, Serb militias clash with Croatian
Police, resulting in one death on each side. The JNA again intervenes and
forces Croatian Police to withdraw.

May 274 1991: In the Serb majority village of Borovo Selo Croatia, several
Croatian police are taken hostage, and then killed. A massive fight foliows
suit with over 500 combatants total and 15 deaths. Again the JNA intervenes
and divides the two sides. The Croatian public is enraged following the
disclosure of evidence that dead bodies had been mutilated.

May 16t 1991: Using a technicality in the rules of Presidency, Borisav Jovi¢
blocks his Croatian successor Stjepan Mesi¢ from assuming the Head of
Presidency, having four republics vote against approving Mesi¢ ‘s assumption
of the position. This situation lasts for 52 days.
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o June 1991;

O 25%:In keeping with their assertion three months prior, Slovenia,
unsatisfied with negotiations over the future shape of Yugoslavia,
declares independence from Yugoslavia. This occurs one day before
the agreed upon date, an effort by Slovenia to preempt any move by
the central government or JNA

© 27": Beginning of the 10-Day War. In an effort to keep Slovenia in
Yugoslavia by force, the JNA defying government orders to stand
down deploys the armed forces to Slovenia. However heavy resistance
hind progress and a truce is declared after seven days.

© July 7% 1991: The Brioni Agreement between Slovenia, Croatia, Yugoslavia
and the European Community. Slovenia and Croatia freeze their
independence for a three-month period in order to continue negotiations, in
return the JNA withdraws from Slovenia. This effectively makes Slovenia de
facto independent.

o August 25t 1991: The Siege of Vukovar Begins. The first major act of the
JNA’s open offensive in Croatia, the JNA laid siege to Vukovar until November
18t effectively destroying the city in the process, the largest and most
destructive battle in modern European history until the Siege of Sarajevo two
years later.

o October 1991:

o 1*:The Siege of Dubrovnik begins. The |NA shelled Dubrovnikin an
effort to secure the Kotor Peninsula from Croatia. The siege lasts
seven months, but after several months the threat is effectively ended.

o 7% :Amidst battles with the JNA, Croatia declares independence from
Yugoslavia in keeping with the Brioni Agreement. The government of
Croatia hoped the act would garner international support, but the
declaration was not immediately recognized by most nations.

o December 1991:

o 9%: The Badinter Commission, part of a much larger peace conference
in The Hague, provides its first legal opinion on Yugoslavia: “That the
SFRY is in the process of dissolution.”

o 17%: The European Community plan to recognize Croatia and
Slovenia. In the face of German demands and the worsening situation,
under the context of incorporating nations from the former Warsaw
Pact, the EC agreed to recognize the two republics collectively on
January 15t 1992,

o 23 German recognition of Croatia and Slovenia. Though Germany delayed
8



actual implementation of recognition, until the January 15, Chancellor
Helmut Kohl announced German recognition for the two republics. The

decision garnered controversy within the EC over the nature of Germany’s
act.

January 1992

o 7%: A helicopter full of EC monitors is shot down in Croatia. A JNA jet
fighter killed five EC monitors, enraging the EC and bringing
international pressure on Serbia to halt the fighting in Croatia.

o 15%:In keeping with the December agreement, the EC recognizes
Croatia and Slovenia.

February 27th 1992: United Nations Security Council Resolution 743. Passed
in the Security Council, the Protection Force (UNPROFOR) is mandated to
establish Protected Areas (UNPAs) in Croatia, to be enforced by 10,000
international peacekeepers, “Blue Helmets.” The JNA shortly withdraws from
Croatia after the Blue Helmets arrive.

April 27t 1992: Formal end of SFR Yugoslavia. The Republic of Serbia, its two
autonomous provinces, Volvidinja and Kosovo, and Montenegro reform their
constitutions and establish the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). The
FRY attempts to claim the state as the successor to the SFRY, but this claim is
rejected by the international community.



Introduction

Abstract

This project’s goal is to debunk the myth of a collective media campaign in the
German Press regarding events of the Yugoslav Crisis; that the German Press held a
common position against Serbia and Yugoslavia. Proving this entails analyzing three
Séparate newspapers from three regions and a national magazine from the period of
1989-1992. By examining these publications during the Yugoslav Crisis, this project
will examine how events are reported, what context they are framed in, how much
attention is given to particular events vs, others. By analyzing these features this
project proves effectively that no such media campaign existed in the German Press
in the reporting on Yugoslavia between 1989-1992.

Situation

On December 17% 1991 at a Christian Democratic Union party conference in
Dresden in the newly reunified Germany, German Chancellor Helmut Kohl
announced that on January 15t 1992, Germany would diplomatically recognize the
independence of Croatia and Slovenia. The announcement came after months of
debate within the government and the European Community as to if the decision to
recognize would help to end the crisis in Yugoslavia or serve to make it worse. In
November 1991 the EC finally agreed to recognize the republics provided they met
certain qualifications. Before the members of his party Kohl declared the decision “A
great development for us, for German diplomacy and for Eur-opean diplomacy.” The
Belgrade foreign office responded that this decision calling it a “Direct attack on
Yugoslavia.”

The next day the German paper the Frankfurter Allgemine Zeitung (FAZ)

reported the event on the front page. The article quotes both Kohl and his
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