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From the "Big Bang," to "Primordial Soup," to Divine

Creatlon, or the multlple other bellefs that exlst
concerning the beginning of our planet, life has been one
blg story. This ls an obvious fact, but one must rememoer

that life, history, often repeats itself. The root of the

word alone expresses a ‘'"story." The acquisition and
development of California offers a unique American tale of
li1fe In the nineteenth century. The procession of events
instilled pride in many people. There were, however some

mars on the surface. The Mexlcans were strlpped of much of

their land, and many of the pristine regions of the West
Coast were developed. Almost a hundred yvears later history
repeated Itself In the form of Japanese containment.
Instead of belng stripped of thelr land, they were stripped
of human rights. The inspiration underlying this project
arose from the appeal and romance of California’s early
history. The original intention of this thesis began as a
study of California‘s early propagandists. This topic,
however, is not an original contribution to history.
Discovering this, I decided to attempt the flip side of the
coin. New England and Washington City, on the other side,
controlled much of this new land’s destiny. Their reactlon
was Important to California‘s development and reputation.
My thesis investigates the reactlon expressed in the New
England and Washington presses towards California‘’s
expansion from 1835 to 1850. Reviewlng this period, 1
provide examples and analysis of the articles, and also
supply the story of Callfornla’s rapld admlsslon Into the
Republic. Along the way several Interesting antecdotes have
been included for the readers’ enjoyment. With thls I hope
my project was accompllished. For his help in this study I
would 1lke to thank Professor Oglesby, who was always there
complete with a world of knowledge in this subject.
Professor Lindemann, too, deserves much thanks not only tor
running the History 195H show, but also sympathlizing with my
fequently upbeat method of wrlting. Professor Kalman merits
much thanks for contlnually spreading a humorous llight on

our projects as well as providing some lmportant revislons,
The experience proved valuable.

Stephen W. Wolcott

%/or of Arts, History

University of Callfornia,
Santa Barbara
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INTRODUCTION

The dlagnosls was In, and the result was not what the
patlient expected. Richard Henry Dana, who suffered from
measles and chronlc problems with his eyeslight, was told by
his physician to escape on a Journey at sea to regaln hls
health. Dana boarded the vessel Pllarim in Boston on August
14, 1834 and began an adventure that lasted over two years.
As he traveled around the tlp of South Amerlca and up to the
coast of Callfornla, Dana recorded flirsthand the reallties
of life at sea. However, what really exclted hls eastern
friends were his memolirs of the mysterious land of
California, a land at this time largely unknown toO

Amerlicans.

Dana’s writings, later complled Into hls book, Iwo
Years Before the Mast, would place him in Amerlcan history

books forever as one of the flrst easterners to wrlte a
description of the Far West. He helped lnltlate what soon
became a rush of western publlcity flowlng eastward,
publicity that contributed to a unlque eastern reaction.
The son of a promlnent Cambrlidge famlily and a student at
Harvard Unliversity, Dana was one o¢of the flrst Engllish
speaking men to visit Callfornia and share hls observances

through the pen. He was the flrst to to a large eastern

audlence.,
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Upon touching the shores of Santa Barbara, Dana was
amazed at what he saw. He immedlately noticed a land
bountiful with vegetation and teeming with Illvestock. AS
abundant as thls appeared, however, Dana observed what he
thought were some obvious flaws. He stated, "Day after day
the sun shone clear and bright upon the wide bay roofs of
the houses, everything being as still as death, the people
hardly seeming to earn thelr sunllght." Compared to thrifty
old New England, the lax lifestyles of the Callfornlos
(Mexican people in California) dlisappointed Dana.

After a lengthy visit In Santa Barabara, Dana arrived at
a very Interesting conclusion. Dana stated, "the
Californlos are an ldle, thriftless people, and can make
nothing for themselves." He wondered what could be done
with this wonderful land 1f Americans along the East Coast
were to apply thelr hardworking minds and bodies toward
progress. Years later, Dana‘’s curlosity was satisfied on
his second voyage to Callfornla in 1859. Propaganda from
the West had excited the East, sparking a flurry of

Journalism, migration and popular opinion that would change

California forever.

Publlicists 1lke Dana came to play large roles through
their communications with the East. Their, which fell on
both truthful and flctlonal levels, stimulated a movement In
the East that helped create popular publlc oplnion, shape

Congressional sentiment and contribute to an obsession with
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what would soon be called "manifest destiny'". The reaction
of the Eastern presses that will constitute the focus of

this study, derives primarily through the investigatlon of
several of the maJor newspapers at this time.

How the East responded to western expansion |Is
important because It contributes an understanding of the
associatlions between both ends of the country In a period of
dynamic change. This was a time when America was changing.

The Unlted States soon acqulired large amounts of land In
which thousands of easterners settled In hopes of bullding
new lives. Obvious political impllications followed, and new
economic markets became avallable to the amblitlous merchant.
This news often took second page to other domestic

sltuations.

Certain topics tended to dominate the eastern

newspapers at different times from 1835 to 1850. There was
obviously a duration when the.East Coast was not reacting to
Callfornia at all. When the flrst Americans vislited
Californla there was little or no reaction from the eastern
newspapers. Excltement remalned low because few people knew
of Callfornia, or let alone cared. In tlime, reactlion to
California grew as more people settled the reglion and lits
wealth was dlscovered. In the perliods where reactlon to
western news is minimal, an attempt will be made to analyze

why, and what other subjects dominated the printers. An

understanding of thelr Importance wll]l help reflect the
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eastern mentallty of the time. When Callfornla booms In the
late 1840’s it will flnally capture the eluslve spotlight.
Understanding how the East Coast publlshers were
reacting to the expansion is easiest and most complete when
certain éubJects are Included iIn the lnvestigatlion. Flrst,
a general background of the domestic scene provides
valuable, and interesting, lnformation as to why the Unlted

States took certain steps In lts course for western

expansion. The story of Callfornia’s rapld acqulsition and
admission into the Republic will be provided for the readers
interest and understanding of early western history.
Knowing why certaln steps were téken helps us comprehend the
mentality iIin the Unlted States during thls perlod.
Secondly, examples of the Journalism that was flowing
eastward from the West Coast contribute an understandlng of
why tﬁe East held certaln beliefs, and why they were of a
certain nature. Numerous books have been written on the
western Journallists and the information, both factual and
fictional, that they contributed to the East. They are
important for their hlistorical mapping of the Far West, and
the information they provided the rest of the country at
this time. Finally, I try to provide several Interesting
antecdotes for the readers enjoyment.

The term "the East" s very broad to define In an
historical analysls. The ]lteral use of thls phrase

constitutes more area than |8 possible to study. Whereas
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"the West" 1is easier to deflne in terms of the western
expansgsion to Callfornla, the East ls difflcult to grasp In

regards to the eastern reaction to the western exploslon.
In this paper, the East will be deflned as the New England
region and the nation’s capital. I have chosen these areas
for two reasons. First, these areas constitute the major
political reglons of the time. Much of this nation’s wealth
dwelt In the lndustrlal, merchant soclety of New England.

Today, It Is easy to Imagine what would be considered a
stereotypical *Californlan." The medla has popularized thls
person as a tan, healthQ, independent adventurer. These
often mythical views, however distorted, can In many ways be
traced back to the early Journalism associated with the
mystery and romance of the West. The type of person moving
West was often portrayed by the eastern media. The people
were lInterested thelr llfestyles. Included In thls paper

are several articles and antecdotes that help distinguish

thigs fact.
The discovery of gold In 1848 caused the stereotype of.

the West to become even more exaggerated on the East Coast.
Many people made fortunes almost overnlght and wild storles
spread across the rest of the Unlted States., Not only was
the land an excellent place for settlement, but the
opportunity to become a part of this rilch clrcle became a

large drawing card. Hundreds of thousands of people

mlgrated West In hopes of obtalning thls wealth, and, though
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often dlsappointed, most remalned and wrote back to

relatives about Callfornia‘’s unlque beneflts.

Thls study, which attempts to understand eastern
sentiment, faces some obvious difflcultles. First off,
newspapers of thls age are not readlly avallable In most
research centers. The easlest newspapers to attaln were
form the New England and Washlngton areas. Secondly,
articles on California were not indexed at this time, and
the difficulty lles In the fact that they must be hand
searched from the microflilim. Regarding Journallistic
Interpretation, it is Impossible to know the sentiment of

all elements of the population on the East Coast. One
newspaper’s views, or for that matter one writer’s views, do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of all newspapers on

the East Coast. With these dlfficultles understood, It Is

now time to begin the subject at hand.
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CHAPTER ONE

A M B K al\ UK

When Richard Henry Dana first arrrived in Callfornia in
1834, he visited a land largely untouched by American
merchants. Americans knew few detalls of this land, and
were, for the most part, almost entlrely unaffected by any
developments it might undergo. Slowly, however, more and
more U.S. businesses came into contact with Californla and

began realizing its potential for profit. These merchants

relayed the first bits of Informatlon concerning this

foreign land to the East Coast.

It is impossible to determine exactly when the first
American set foot In what Is now Callfornla. The first
American contacts wlith thls area can be traced back to
merchant shlps crulsing the coast for modest trading in the
last quarter of the eighteenth century. In 1776 English
Captain James Cook, already famous for hls voyages to the
South Paclflc, went to explore the northern reaches of the
western ocean. An Amerlcan member of hls crew, John
Ledyard, carrled the exclting news of rich otter pelts to

such distinguished persons as John Paul Jones, Robert
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Morris, and Thomas Jefferson, beslides publishing in 1783 a
Journal of the voyage. It was through these sorts of men

that the good news of opportunity was broadcast eastward.

THE EARLY ADVENTURERS

In 1784 the first American venture In the China trade
was completed. A Boston vessel, the Empress of China,
ploneered the route to what would be a prosperous trading
market. Although some New England ships supplemented their

cargos with goods acqulred from South Sea Islands, many

appreciated the high value of furs and therefore swarmed to

the North American coast.l The richness of this new land

quickly became apparent as the traders’ profits continued

climbing. James 0. Pattie in his book, The Personel

\ & = = ) AmesS L = s ® el

, describes what he

. b N

saw on his trip to the West Coast in the 1830s. He kept

extensive Jjournals of hls visit and and contributed to the
firast American knowledge of Callfornia. Concerning the fur
trade Pattle stated, "We hunted up and down the coast, a
distance of forty miles, kllling sixteen otters In ten days.
We sold thelr skins, some as high as seventy-five dollars,

and none under twenty-flve."2 There was a profit potential

to men who were willing to go west and seek 1¢t,
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Whalling, too, became a thriving business off the coast

of Callfornia. Whalers began to appear durling the epoch of
the fur ships. Equally Important In reallzlng the value of
this land was the use of unoccupied bays to prepare ships
for thelr long voyages. The bays could later be used for
American trading {f the coast was settled by ploneers.
Aslide from the Hawallan Islands, Californla became the next
favorite stopping place for reprovisioning the vessels
before sailing back around Cape Horn. A few whalers
utilized Monterey, but a much larger number went to San
Francisco Bay. Avalon Bay, at Catalina Island, was often
used for barnacle scraping before embarking home. The most
Important contribution of these merchants to thlis study ls
that information about California traveled back to New
England through Journals, letters and word of mouth. New

information contributed to the Interest In the Paciflc

coast.

Hide and tallow (a soap producing material) traders,
who were centered on the West Coast, capltallzed on the need
of New England shoe and boot factories for Callifornla‘’s most
abundant commodlity, cowhides. Because most of the deallings
for the hldes had to be done In the Iinterlor, many of the
Amer ican agents acqulired a better knowledge of California
and its people than thelr commerclal predecessors.3 From

the early twentles untll the Gold Rush the trading methods

remained much the same. Dana described the New England
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ships, which carried every concelvable commodity the

Californios might want, as "floating department stores.”

The goods they carried were soon exchanged for the valuable
cargo that would eventually end up In New England’s

factories.

Some of the hide and tallow men remained In Callfornia.
Alfred Roblinson, for example, chbse to remaln an extra year
during hls voyage to act as resident agent for his firm,
Bryant and Sturgls, and then marrled Into the Norlega de la
Guerra famlily of Santa Barbara. Robinson’s book, Life ln
Californla, is one of the best early descrliptions of the
West Coast. His memoirs clrculated eastward and were

eventually compiled and published as a book In 1846. Those
who had contact with Robinson’s memoirs transmitted news of
his thoughts and experlences of the West.

Robinson often described Californla In expansive terms.
He belleved that nowhere In the world ylilelded a greater
amount of agricultural produce, especially wheat, than the

immensely productive soll to be found north of San Francisco

Bay.4 He described the bay as "one of the largest and most
valuable harbors in the world." Although centered |In Santa

Barbara because of marital tles, he knew o0f the northern

geography. Robinson belleved, "A country llke Callfornla

requires robust and enterprlising men-- accustomed to labor

in the fleld, and to a life of simpllclty and economy."®

Such a description tempted the tough Amerlican ploneers who
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had already made a garden of the mid-west, and were on the

verge of arriving with the first wagon tralns to

Californlia.6

Concerning business practices in California, Robinson
descrlbed Mexlican commerce as ‘“conflned princlipally to
American ships, direct from the United States; for they have
but two or three small vessels of thelr own, and not more

than twenty or thirty on the whole extent of the Mexican

Coast!"7 Many eastern businessmen felt they they might be
able to exploit this trading situation. Such news of an

open market encouraged to the enterprising American. AS
this new informatlon traveled eastward, more and more eyes

focused on the West Coast, especlally as the first Americans

began to enter the region.
MOUNTAIN MEN

The earllest American voyages to Callfornla were
inspired by the sea otter; however, the earllest American
overland expeditlions, complementing the approach by fur
ships, whalers and hide and tallow traders, were due to
another speclal animal, the beaver.8 As the beaver {qas
trapped out In the Rocky Mountalns, the mountalnmen began
making their way Into Mexican Callfornia., The emergence of
these men alarmed Mexlcan offlclals, who saw them as a

possible threat to their control. Today, the names of many
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of these men, such as Peter Lassen, Joe Walker, Jed Smlth,

and Kit Carson, are preserved in the names of rlvers, lakes,

peaks, and other landmarks in California.

Jedediah Smith, who Inltlated the entry of the trappers
into the territory in 1826, has long symbolized the spirit
of adventure carrlied by the mountain men. After belng

mauled by a bear, Smith was patched up by a companion James

Clyman. Clyman described his repalr as follows:

I asked the Cap (Smith) what was best he sald one or 2
[go]l for water and If you have a needle and thread git

it out and sew up my wounds around my head which was
bleeding freely...one of hls ears was torn from his
head out to the outer rim...I told him I could do

nothing for his Eare O you must try to stich up some

way or other he sald Then I put in my needle stiching
it through and through.9

Such heroic tales, which were often spread by word of mouth,
helped arouse the curiosity and romance of Callfornia.

As the mountain men traveled through Californla It was
not uncommon for them to discuss their travels with other
Amer‘i“cans, who | in turn often documented what they heard.
Kit Carson, who first entered Callifornia in 1829, became a
very popular figure and is today stlll considered a legend
for his adventures. Discussing the San Gabrlel area, Carson
stated, "They had about elghty thousand head of stock, flne

fields and vinyards-- In fact it was a paradise on earth."10

This term, "paradise on earth," could become a tempting
phrase to someone consldering taking the risk of starting a

new life in a different region. Acclalmed men |lke Carson
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knew many people that he could share this knowledge. The

desire for new land and better income tempted people on the

fringes of the frontler.

In search of the beaver, the mountainmen covered large
amounts of territory in California. During thelr travels
they blazed and mastered the major transcontinental trails
to the West Coast. They became experts In crossing the
complex mountain ranges, and were therefore the most

competent guides for all others who wished to move into

these areas.1l The mountain men became the major outlets

for information about the path West and about the Mexican
province of California. As merchants discovered the wealth
of the West Coast, and as Americans Increasingly traveled by
land into this region, news in the East began to make its

way iInto print.

THE EAST REACTS

The East had actually been reacting to news of
Callfornia since the beginning of the nineteenth century.
1t was the sharp merchant who flrst recognized the profit
potential of this land’s abundant coastlline and Interior.
As Amerlica Increased Its fleet In the Paclflc, and fur
traders blazed the overland tralls, more people took notlce
of its beneflts. The Boston mercantlle house of Bryant and

Sturgls, with whom Dana made hlis travels, was one of the
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first American companies to explolit the richness of the

coast. Returns of up to 300% on investments attracted these

companies into the trade, and spread news along the East

Coast.
The initlal reactions to Callfornia appeared to have

been primarily on the economic level. The mercantlle houses

had the most at stake along the West Coast.

As peoples’ Interest in economics developed in the West
Coast, their hopes for acquisition did as well. It was
desirable to have American control of such a valuable
economic region. The U.S. was evolving as an industrial
power, and along with England was dominating the Paciflic
Coast. When rumor surfaced about the possiblity of
acquliring Mexican Callifornia surfaced, the eastern presses
wasted no time showing thelr approval. In an article
published In the New York Tribune entitled "Movements at
Washington, Calfornla & c¢.", the author- showed such hopes.
He stated, "A report was rife In the City of Mexico that the
arrangement which our minlster In that city had concluded
with the Mexican government, for the payment of our clalims
against her, Includes the offer of Callfornla to the United

States In payment of these debts."12 Reallzing the value of

the coast he continued, "An arrangement, i1f really made, s
of vast importance to the Unlted States, partlcularly as it
will affect our position upon the Paclflc coast In regard to

England."13 People recognized that the U.S. was the second
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strongest naval power In the Paciflc, and understood that

the acquisition of Callfornia would help alter thls fact.

Bullding our fleet on the West Coast was important, but
SO was expanding the economic market. In an article tltled
‘From California," one author stated, "A letter from San

Diego dated March 2d states that all participation In the

coasting trade of Mexlco and California by forelgn vessels

ls prohibited."14 Ajthough the Mexican government tried to
impose regulations on foreign trade, it was largely
unsuccessful due to bribery of port officials and smuggling
by the trading vessels. The procurement of Callfornla
eliminated this unpopular decree altogether and further
promote commerce. Clearly, eastern hnewspapers were
interested 1In Callfornia, and their reactions, though
limited In number, portrayed an optimism about the future
acquisition of Callfornla.

Not all reports of Callifornia, however, were on the
positive side. In a letter from San Dlego, one author wrote

about the problems he saw:!

The country is In a deplorable state, In consequence of
drought. There has been no raln yet below San
Francisco, excepting two or three showers a few days
gince; and, to add to the distress, the country from

Sonoma to San Dlego has been burnt over. The fire 1Is
sti]l] raging in many places, and has destroyed numbers
of cattle and horses. There |s now nelther grass nor

water for them except In very small quantities.l1O

Droughts and flres were nothing new to Californla.

Economically speaking, Callfornia was a profltable land, but
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not flawless. This unflattering report, however, did not

stop the migration of Americans willilng to take a chance.

There were not many articles printed about Callifornla
from 1835 to 1844 In the eastern newspapers. It Is not that
people were not interested in other parts of the world, but
more commercially developed reglions commanded more interest.
News from China, Europe were frequently In print. Also,
some reglons such as Africa held exotic Interest desired by

the press

Domestlcally speaking, other Issues enjoyed the
spotliight in the news. The question of the Natlonal Bank
had still not died down since it was destroyed in 1836. In
the early 1840‘s an increase in the number of articles
regarding American relatlons with Me#lco became more
apparent. Eastern newspapers were concerned wlth thils
issue, and contlinuously Informed the public of Its
developments. On a moral level, temperance and slavery were
frequently in print, The slavery |[ssue escalated
continually untll the Clvil War dethroned the "pecullar

institution." There were not many artlicles about Callfonla,

however, thelr exlstence portrays an eastern lnterest iln the

reglon.,
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In the early 1840’s groups of Amerlcans began settling
in Callfornla, sometimes alarming Mexlcan offlclals, who
feared forelgn settlement, Hearing what Callfornia had to
offer, these people packed up thelr belongings and started a
new llfe on the West Coast. They often sald thelr flnal
goodbyes to family and friends, sold nearly all thelr
possessions, and packed only what they needed Into a small
wagon or ship compartment for a long, tlresome Journey.
After arriving In California, the Immigrants had to cope
with living under the Mexlcan flag, In close relationship
with people of a forelgn culture. Some people, like Alfred
Robinson, married and remained for a while to enjoy the
Californio way of life. Many other overland ploneers,
however, would have preferred to remaln under the U.S.
government’s Jurlsdictlon. Reactlons to U.S.- Mexlcan

relations Increased 1in the' eastern newspapers as the

westward push contlnued.

THE DOMESTIC SCENE

The early trappers, traders and explores had entered

Callifornla, and people were now reallzlng what this land had

to offer. The flrst waves of '"recognlzable settlement”
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entered California in the early 1840’s. These are small

groups ©Of Americans who began permanently settling In

California In hopes of better lives. Americans such as

Robinson had settled In Californla before, but they were not

in distinct groups. They were simply agents, or merchants

for eastern based businesses that !lked what they saw and

decided to live In another culture. The recognizable

American groups entered Callfornia and hoped to Introduce
thelr culture. They were predominantly people who 1ived on
the fringe of the frontler, and wished to avoid the numbers
of western settlers pushing into their region. As more
pioneers arrived in California, more eves locked to this
reglon for possible acquisition. The remarkable burst of
expanslion that carrled Amerlcan ploneers into Texas, Oregon,

and the Great Basin during the 1830‘s and 1840’s also led to

the settlement of Mexican California.l

Eighteen forty-four was an American year of decision.
The American people came to realize what many bellieved was
thelr role in a divine plan. Many people adopted the
concept that the Amerlican way of life must be carrled
westward to the Paclfic. It was after the annexation of
Texas that popular oplnion expressed |ts deslre for the area
of California In Its quest for the western shores.
The first area outside the United States In which
substantial numbers of settlers moved was Texas.4 Mexlco

had already twlce rejected the U.S. government’s offer to
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purchase Texas, but during the 18208 she welcomed Americans

who would live by her laws and accept her Jurlisdiction.

Soon the Mexlcan government would live to regret its

invitation. On March 2, 1836, Texas declared |ts

independence from Mexlico. After defeating Mexlco and

General Santa Ana, the new Republic of Texas drew up a

constution, but in September 1836, when the voters ratified

it, they also Indicated overwhelming support for annexation

to the United States.3 ©For political reasons Presidents

Jackson and Van Buren avolded annexing Texas, but President
Tyler, through a Jolnt resolution, eventually brought this
state into the Unlon. With Texas now a state, many eyes now
looked westward toward'Callfornla, eyes that watched in hope
as the border strife between Texas and Mexlico worsened.

As the famous frontier historian, R.A. Blllington,
points out, the deslre for expansion expressed itself in the
election of 1844, Henry Clay, who opposed the annexation of
Texas because it would be "dangerous to the lntegrity of the
Union," was viewed by many as an opponent to expansion. The
Democratic candidate, James K. Polk of Tennessee, was an
outspoken expansionist-- so much so that he campaigned with
the famous 8logan "Flfty-four Forty or Flght!® This
latitudinal line was what Polk desired to separate the

English in the North from the United States below. Polk’s

nomination in 1844 appeared to signal that both he and the
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nation wanted expanslon, anl  expansion that seemed

inevitable.

With this attlitude Spreading across the United States,
a catchy phrase developed that would sum up the Amerlcans’

f¢aith in themselves and their desire for expansion.4 This

phrase was contributed by the editor of the Democratic
Review, John L. 0O’Sullivan, who In December, 1845, wrote of
"our manlifest destiny to overspread and to posess the whole
of the continent which Providence has given us for the

development of the great experiment of liberty and federated

gel f-government Intrusted us."5 Manifest Destiny. This

interesting concept portrayed Americans who felt God had a
hand in Amerlica’s growth and success. Overnight these two
words swept the nation.

Before the end of his term, President Polk had fought
his war with Mexlico, and the Bear Flag Republic was annexed
by the United States. Mexico was stripped of nearly half
its territory, and the United States had truly found l‘ts
destiny. The protective cover of the U.S. government was
now, at least in name, coverlng Callfornia. The path to the
West Coast was clearly less obstructed with the removal of
Mexlcan rule. New settlers contlnued to move into thls area
with incresed fervor, and the eastern presses contlnued to
orint more on Callfornia. The prospect of proflit brought

Americans to thls land, and the recognitlon of lts resources

/
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combined with Its acqulsition by the United States

contributed to the increase in ploneer settlement.

WHAT THE WEST was SAYING

The ploneers who took the Initlative to move Into

California were not silent. Many were anxious to write to

thelr relatives In the East and explain their experliences.

Though many difflculties were expressed {in thelr

correspondence, a substantial number of ploneers wrote of

the positive attrlibutes in this land. The United States had
become obsessed wlith expansion, expressing manifest destiny
and welcoming the news from this forelgn land. The writings
o.f several enterprising men have become noted pieces of

early Callifornia conditions and settlement. These wrltings

served to feed the curiosity of the East.

In the Spring of 1841 John Blidwell, who ogranized the
Western Emigration Soclety, left wlth sixty-nlne people for
the West Coast. Not wanting to go to Oregon, Bldwell and
one third of the group split from the party for Callfornla.
Bidwell went north to Sutter’s Fort, which had become the
center for pro-Amerlcan sentiment. Blawell enjoyed living
in California and often praised It as the place to go. He

wrote frliends and edltors praising this reglon. Bldwell’s

Echoes of the Past, |s an excellent example of the

often unique praise he placed on Callfornla. From favorable

book,
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climate to frlendly native Californlans, Bldwell applauded

the land and corresponded with friends on the East Coast

state of Callifornla.é6 pge yag so well known that as interest

increased in the States regarding Callfornia, prominent

newspapers llke the New York Herald, Sun, and Journal of
Commerce made him thelr correspondent.? Aside from his

eastern correspondence, Larkln also prompted his frlends in
California to write about this land. 1In a letter to John
Marsh, an American Californla resident, Larkin requested him
to write East. Larkin wrote:
I should llke you to shake off your apathy and
idleness, come forth into the field, and write for the

Country you intend to llve. You are a good wrlter, Know
well the country...Do by all means sit down to the

task, write every thing and every thing you can
regarding the Country and I will have 1t published in

the N.Y. Papers.8
The results Larkin had hoped for eventually came to llght.
One of Larkin’s business assoclates, W.D.M. Howard, wrote a

friend and stated, "I am afrald we shall see a great deal of

trouble In Callifornia thls year. There are 7 or 8000

emigrates from the U.S. expected and this Hastings who has

written a book about Callfornla Is determined, I think, to

kick up a row."?
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Lansford Hastings, of whop Howard wrote, |g oft
’ often

accredited, in great measure, to the arrival of
a

consldefable number of Americans |p California His book

vy / s
a" e 1. - ® e . “...

1la, lg a good

the te "
example Of Cm "boom advertlsing," This type of

writing brought out the merijts of both Oregon and

callfornia, albelt with many inaccuraclies. 10 Probably the

one most famous aspect of his book was Hastings’s cut-off,
which was a direct path through the middle of the Salt
pesert. Hastings’s lnaccuracies about this cut-off cost
many ploneers their lives and and considerable hardship to

many others. Here is one instance where a propagandist hurt

many hopeful Americans.

THE EASTERN PRESSES RESPOND

As American settlers crossed the Slerra Nevada
Mountains, more informatlion on thls land traveled eastward.
News also hit the Oregon terrlitory and lnduced people there
into trying Callfornia’s promlse. Frontier forts were
organizing parties to move into the West Coast as more and
more people signed the wagon traln llists. The eastern
newspapers included some blts of the news of this migration.

In an article entltled "From Oregon," the New York

Daily Tribune reported that Lansford Hastings had returned
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settiers from Missourls but they all foyng thelr way to

Califor‘nla'"11 In Hastings’s book he offered much promise

¢rom the Oregon territory, yet the settlers foung thelr way

into california. Callfornia seemed to POSess something that

vag very attractlve to the ploneers. Some reasons were the

quantities of avallable land and their Inherent favorable

Politlcal cartoons ailso appeared iIn the eastern

newspapers concernilng the annexation of Oregon '~ and

californla. In a cartoon entitled "The wWhole or None"

published on January 4, 1846, the reader sees a man on

horseback frantlcally galloping to Washington D.C. (see
cartoon). In the caption the artist explained that the man
{s rushing to the capital to vote "whole or none.® He
expalned, "Wlth the question, whether or not Callfornia,
Cuba, Mexico, and Canada, as well as the whole of Oregon, to

54 40, are to be annexed, comes up for declsion, this

philosopher will be found in hls seat, No. 228, voting with

the "ayes."12 The cartoonist clearly desired the annexation
of Oregon, California and the other areas. ' Like the
frontiersmen, New Yorkers, too, desired the expansion which
was to Include Callfornla.

Seven days after the above cartoon was publlshed,

another one headed the front page of the [erald. This
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and

+ Above the man
four ribbons of

callfornia, Oregon, and Texas. The caption below the

engravmg sald, "The position of the United States, relative

to all other parts of the world, has Infused a fresh

inspiration into our artist, and he has produced the above
spirited engraving, representing the “balance of power" on

this continent."13 It continued, "And these views will be

gustained through all time to come In the most energetic
manner."” This last statement exemplifies the effect of
manifest destiny; California was simply a part of this
destiny the U.S. must attaln. New Yorkers were not so much
interested in golng to Californla, but were more Iinterested
that the United States posess |t.

As time approached Caljfornia‘s monumental year, more
and more artlicles appeared In the newspapers. Californla
had, for a long time, been a second page toplc. By June 13,

1846, Callfornla became a front page ltem. In and article

entitled, "From Callfornla," an author stated "the Herald

has the followlng letter from the coast of Callfornla, which

contalns some additional particulars of the trouble with
Lieut. Fremont In January last."l14 Not only was this

article a front page ltem, but It was published In the New
lork Tribupe. The Tribupne deemed the toplc of Californla
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concerning immigration Into California,

one [nterested

wrote on the subject,

He sald |n ap untltled article

(n the Tribune, that:

immigration 1s being made here by our citizens.
8 lgggseqagons and oxen from Missourj-- half of the town
éfsMontereY Is made up of Americans, and are likely to

becoming
soon outnumber the Mexicans, who are
}z?l{ous of thelr numbers."15

icans were now coming to dominate the population of
Amerl

california. The author, and probably most New Yorkers, was
excited to hear thls news. To many, American civility had
now reached the West Coast.

As touched upon earlier, military importance was also a
key issue on the East Coast. 1In an article dated June 22,

1846, an author wrote about about his concern. He said:

licly proclaimed
ears past it had been pub .
cor ?\eve;:t:alyf of this country that 1If GreatdBrltzég
oﬂomfl: attempt to acquire California, we should opp

S

t pretended by
f necessary...vyet it is no oy
21?1; ?gatwfe Lave the shadow of atclglﬁstotoCa;;::ersnsiait
ld be convenien
onéyv::;;t 1:1::01:’\?:n1ent that another great power should
an

have [t.16
Although Britain was the most superlor naval power In the
world at this time, the author rgcommended going to war, |f
hecessary, to preserve Callifornia. This showed the extent
‘eastercners now held towards the West Coast. He felt America

ule. The
should fully claim Callfornla desplte Mexican r

eastern reactlion had clearly changed.
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qow did the people fee]

gl

cle in the Iribune dated January 1, 1g47

artl He talked
pout @ letter from Walter Colton, a famous settier ang

N
propaga"diSt from California. Colton sald that the people

n Canfornla were pleased with the change of rulers and

that californla must never be surrendered to Mexico. 17

californlans felt more secure now that they were under the

¢ humb of the Unlted States government. Immigration could
‘ow procee at an even quicker rate.

For a long time California was a second page topic. In

1846 It became a front page headliner. It was not often on
the first page because other issues dominated the domestic
gscene, but at least easterners were taking a serious look at
the West Coast. Little did the newspaper writers imagine,
however, that Callfornla would consistently become a front

page toplc. This transition occurred with the discovery of

gold.
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on the eve of the Unlted States’ seventh decage of
1tg domestlic 8Scene was one of diversity ang

The vast land that stretched from Missour] and

any of 1t8 explorers as the "CGreat American Desert." Most
greed that this land would become a permanent gift to the

it was Texas, the Oregon Territory , and

Indlans:

Ca”fornla that appeared rlpe for expansion.

THE STATE OF THE NATION

This belief that America had an ample supply of land
1asted untll the 1840’s, when the concept of manifest

dest Iny gripped the nation. Texas developed into a huge

845, Florlda and lowa, too, were admitted into the Union,
and Wisconsin soon followed, The Mormons, a rellglous group

of emigrants, had no Iinterest In manlfest destliny, but

sought to escape the jurlisdiction of the Unlted States.l In

1847 they crossed lnto Mexlcan territory and establlshed a

colony in the Great Salt Lake basin. Thls barren land soon

became a thriving c¢lty known as a part of the Utah

Tercitory, Areas were gquickly developing as the United

States reached for the West.
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the Oregon country had already grow Capldly a9 |
S large

of merchants, fur-trappers,

nnounced the land’s potential. The y,s, had a gojjg claim
2

- Oregon region, but [t was not eXclusive

The
t00, had been involved in this area Since Alexand
er

e made the first overland trip to Oregon in 1793 ¢
or

cettled. Polk’s "Filfty-four Forty or Fight!" slogan was

catisfled. A trealy signed between the United States and
ngland named the 49th parallel as the officlal boundary
petween the two countries.

After the annexation of Texas in 1845 by the U.S.,
vexico broke off diplomatic relations. The question of
Texas’/ boundary, however,‘ had not been answered. The United
states wanted the southern boundary to be the Rlo Grande
'Rlver, not the Nueces. Preslde.nt Polk sent John Slidell‘ of
lousiana to negotiate thls question and Investlgate the
possibility of purchasing Callfornia and New Mexico. The
new government of Mexlco declided not to recelve Slidell, who
complained to the President. President Polk used this, the
unpald claims of Americans agalnst Mexlico, and a skirmlsh

north of the Rlo Grande to make a declaration of war which

was ratified by Congress two days later.
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American victo
as

; at +he bargalning table with Mexico. The T
Ceaty of

e*Hidalgo' which was completed on March 10

ted gtates acqulred Callfornla,

e boundary for $15 million

with Callfornia now a possession of the United States

nere appeared to be no major difficulties In Its
settlement. Rather, there was stlll the Jjourney across the
often rreacherous Rocky Mountains. To many, however, this
trip was a amall obstacle in the hopes of a new way of life.
Americans continued to migrate into Callifornia, and to the

suprise of the nation, this area would become the

thirty-first state in the Unlon In less than a decade.
THE DISCOVERY

After the war with Mexlco, Callfornia experlenced a
rapld Influx of Immlgrants, most of whom needed lumber tO
bulld their homes and buslinesses. Ever the entrepeneur,
John Sutter recognized a chance for profit and sent out an
¢xploring party headed by JameS Marshall to look for good

timber, water-power, and a good locatlion. Supplled with

®Quipment, excellent Indlan guldes, and some gturdy men,
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To solve

m Marshall bullt what Is referreq to
ag a

on the morning of January 24, 1848, James Marshal]
examlned the race to see what effects the river had on it.
While iooking at the equiptment Marshall noticed several
o]low gralins gsticking In the crevices of the rocks In the
ned of the tail-race. With some examinatlon he found these
gellow grains to be of some sort of metal, and It occurred
to him that 1t might be gold.

rate that night on the 24th, Marshall arrrived at
sutter’s Fort and conflidentially related his discovery to
sutter. Sutter at filrst was qulté doubtful, but after he
conducted a small nitrlc acld test on the metal It became

obvious that 1t was indeed gold. To guard agalnst a leak of

the news, Sutter asked hls employees to keep the matter a
secret for six weeks, which he felt would glve him enough

time to complete unfinished business and prepare for the

upcoming rush,
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could 8 secret thls good pe kept
for

HOW
l
v ot rumor has 1t that the word got ong? 1t
o0V Out bec
ans samue! Brannan. Brannan, who ow duse of
one m ned a nelghborhOOd

gtOf
teamster emp | yed by OSutter entered apg requested
ed Ssome
whlskey‘ After having a quantity of gold dust f]asghed
ed at

s grannan let the man have the whiskey and asked wh
ere he

gOt the gOld.
. aster drinking heartily of the llquor he began to talk
alx,

At first the man refused to tell his secret

pu

The new
P controversy regarding the truthfulness of this story, but

g of the discovery at the mill had leaked out. Th
- ere

nonetheless the news did surface.

The hews gspread along the coast of California llke

Many Wwho heard the report walted for future

fire.
informatlion, and many others simply stopped what they were
doing and aearched for the precious metal. The news crossed

the continent and sailed the seas, and within months was

known throughout the globe.
THE WRITTEN FXCITEMENT FROM THE WEST

y the dlscovéry of gold spread
in the

The excltement apurred b

quickly along the West Coast. The people involved

jences. The

shed light on why the Wes
Incredible wealth. In 1848,



1tacts are stranger than fictlon®

chat while dlscusslng the

umerous incredible accounts of the strike.2 He impl|
es

pat the truth ls sometimes more outrageous than incredible

(les. one letter relayed from Colonel R.B. Mason, stationed

\p San Franclsco, to Brigadler General R. Jones, then in a
cession of Congress, described such circumstances. on

November 24, 1848, Mason wrote, "Any reports that may reach
ou of the vast quantities of gold In California can

gcarcely be too exaggerated for bellef."4

Thomas Ol iver Larkin, one of the most famous observers

of the West, wrote about the gold mania sweeping through San
Jose., In his letter to Colonel‘ Mason, Governor of
Califonla, dated May 26, 1848, Larklin wrote:

Every body is in the greatest state of exclitement. We
can hear nothling but Gold, Gold, Gold. An ounce a day,
two a day or three-- every one has the gold or yellow
fever, Last night several of the most respectible
American resldents of thls town arrived home from a
visit to the gold reglons. Next week they will with
their famlilles, and I think nlnth tenths of every
foreign store keep, mechanlc or day labourer of this
town and perhaps San [Franclsco leave for the
Sacramento....D
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THE EASTERN REACTION

t heard of M
‘I‘he EaSt f irs al‘Shal | K4 ] dl SCov

199
des riped the event and reported that prospectors W
ere
maklng thil‘ty dO]lars a daYo Thls artICIQ, however sparked
’ e

ttle interest 1n the East., Easterners had hearg tales

¢rom california before, and were not quick to overly react.
[t was mostly the frontlersman who was Interested 15
Ca“fornla. The easterners needed some form of proof before
they would react in force.

Not until President Polk’s message to Congress on
necember O, 1848, was the whole nation fllled with golden
excitement. “The accounts of the abundance of gold in that
territory,* the President reported, '"are of such and

extrordinary character as would scarcely command bellef were

they not corroborated by the authentic reports of offlcers
in the public service."6  Strengthening the president’s

declaration, a messenger sent by Covernor Mason of

Callfornia reached Washington two days later carrylng a

teapot £11led with 230 ounces of pure gold.

The day of President Polk’s famous mesSsSage, the writers

were hard at work, and the eastern Ppresses were Soon



one Journallst for Washington e
11in9-
1%

wrote on December 6, 1g4g;

roduced by the discover
The ef]fegzsosplts, and the Success yh
minera

DA.LLLNMM_L

Y Of these rlch
Ich has attended
to them' have

of affalrs |p
e At KT s
all 1g:gemetals are abandoned,?7
i area of the strike were frantic Searchlng for
pecp€ } th:eavlng one’s occupation to take up the Ppick and
the metal:

t unusual for someone living near the gold region,
. - derstood that there was excltement occurring
Peop]e[:n but how exactly did that translate? In anl
" . d "The Gold Mines of California,®* printed in
articll:;:]nltg:nl:gg on December 9, 1848, a Journallst wrote,
" ow about three thousand persons, white and
mere 2 in the mines...they get out at the lowest
resenss = workr a million dollars In gold per month, and
s m,el in all probabllity be doubled by the time
e e m'l ou."8 The author Iinterpretated the
e e e s;:ated, "the discoverles which are
. whennt:hlety of gold taken out, throw fictlon into
T:de;h:z t::dqt::sts ‘Aladdin’s lamp’ Into darkness."? The
s
pr:clous metal] was domlnating the presses.

if not more
VYork the articles were simllar
In New Yo

t
wrote on May 30, 1849, tha
outrageous. The New York Herald

e
and abundanc
d to the gold...lts richness

"there was no en

t lece also
s." The p

firmed all prevlous accoun

more than con
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lmse‘f pought & plece welighing elgnht ———
h 4

res U8 that he has seen g,
agst

w10
ty-£lve pounds." ! Not many Peop|e

Along with articles in the

atd\,er-tlsernents to travel to the West Coast .

¢ine brig Cordelia will leave from New York about the 10th

. january."1l  Messages like these were frequent in the

rravel sections of newspapers all along the East Coast.

. section of the QNew TYork Herald entitled "HO! FOR
cALIFORNIA" one person advertised himself in the paper in an

In

attempt to get to the goid fields. He wrote, "A respectable

young man with a small amount of money, wishes to Jjoin some
company going to Callfornlia...a note addressed to

Enterprise, Herald offlce, would meet with Iimmedlate

attention."12 This Is only one of many examples of a young
man about to become a part of the mass emigratlon headéd
west .

“The spirlt of emigration, which Is carrylng oft
thousands to Callifornla, so far from dying away, lncreases
and expands every day."l3 Such was the situatlon as "the

4%rs" were leaving for Callfornia. Emlgratlon had become a
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d be debated Dy many people, put there wag , certain
cou

tude of the emigranis, one of hope apg adventure .
attl

as a point of Iinterst,

purope Will be Immense this season...the
ur

Callfornia

itement will definitely swell the tige."15 The
exc

gibility of fortune was enough to lure people across the
poS

Atlantic and across a continent. "The excitement about
California, and the desire to rush to that place, according
a $

to the last accountsgs, are exhibiting the same symptoms all
over Europe which we have been experlencing In this country
for some months past.*156 Although separated by the Atlantic
Ocean, the Europeans had the same desire for adventure and

be.
wealth, Callfornia was now finally the place to
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g man was Rlchard Henry Dana,

" Dana, who was still In his

fortied, once agaln took to the sea after having his health

essay

entitled, Iwentvy-four Yearg After. In thls plece he

compared the two different Californias of 1835 and 1859.

Dana most admired San Francisco when he vislted in 1835
pecause of its large bay and tranquii setting. When Dana

returned he was shocked to see the incrediple difference in
how the clty had changed. "How strange and eventful has

been the brief hlistory of this marvellous clty, San

Francisco.”l He reflected on how the town went from a one

house adobe In 1836 and became a major coastal clty of one

hundred thousand (nhablitants In 1859. With this population

came "all the accompaniments of wealth, culture, and now (in
1859) the most well-governed city of lts size lIn the United
States."2 This statement was clearly a matter of opinion,

but Dana was obviously |mpressed. In a mere twenty-four
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were the developments that t ook
Place rea))
Y an

1mPf°vement upon the land? Dana wrote:

wvere sad, and only sad. The past was real
all about me, was unreal, unnatura] .

pana qulite definltely downplayed the progress that had been

nade DY the American development of San  Francisco

ng Dana‘s quotation in Mﬁ—mﬁbﬂm
Compar ing a

4istinct change had occurred in his opinion regarding the
impact of Americans. Despite these changes, Dana cont inued

to look back and love the California coast for the memories
of beauty and peacefulness it held.

As Dana passed through the Golden Gate for the elghth
time, he sald hls final goodbyes to California. He had made
a famous mark on the literary wofld with his observations of
thig coast, and as he departed he felt sadness:

"Ag the shores of California faded in the distance, and
the summits of the Coast Range sank under the blue
horizon, I bade farewell-- ves, I do not doubt,
forever-- to those scenes which, however changed or
unchanged, must always possess an lneffable Iinterest

for me."4

In the twenty-four years since he last visited Callifornia

the land had undergone massive changes. Journallsts llke
Dana alded in transmitting Information to the East Coast

that would stimulate reactlon. Unllke most propagandists,
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w eastern newspapers printed very little ap
about

People were lInterested In what was happen |
pening

ct1ve reglons held the spotlight. Domestically speaking

inis Te9!
it was not under American control. wWhen the

on was often excluded by the newspapers simply

ause

american ¢rontier expanded to the polnt that settlers began

oving into Mexican Callfornia In sizable numbers, more

oeople (and newspapers) began taking notice of the migration

occurred. Now population, not simply economics

mterested the East.

1t was the overland adventurers who brought the filrst

early gettlers into Callifornia, not the eastern schooners.

Trappers and traders relayed their Iinformation overland,

pack to the fringes of the frontler where they began their

journeys. Easterners were not packing up to begin new llves

in Callfornlaj rather, It was the frontiersmen who were

continually looking to push West away from the growing

populatlons. Easterners were happy remalning in thelr

industrial reglons. Thl's fact becomes important when

considering the extent eastern newspapers were reacting to

American growth In Callfornla. Fasterners made up a Very
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Milltarlly speaking, the West Coast held strate !
gic

positions in the Paclfic. San Francisco,

developed into an lIncredible stronghold.

alone, could pe
With the Unlited

states pecomming a greater world power many people were

jooking to further lIts strategic positions In the northern

protector of Callifornia.

when the term "Manlfest Destiny" surfaced in 1844 in a
New York newspaper, Callfornia was a target of its Impact.
Mexlco was simply an obstacle in the way of settlement.
This point was often made made clear by eastern journalists,
who made U.S. - Mexlican relations a popular toplc. Manlfest
destiny soon extended to the western shore, now
consol idating Its valuable ports. When gold was dliscovered
in 1848, Callfornla now had the Justliflcatlon needed to
dominate the news.

It was not unt!ll Preslident Polk’s message to Congress
monthse after the initial discovery that the East caught
'gold fever." when people reallzed the discovery was of
momentous proportlons, the presses qulckly Jumped on the

topic. The wealth that stemmed from the dlscovery Wwas
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o

omp3r 2 +S. and

|n¢ continued
0¥ in the decade following the strike. The -
re quick to describe the riches many People were t

we aking

, of the ground. and the large humbers that wer
e moving

d reglions.
, the 9°!

arge numbers of easterners now moved tgo th
e

,sh explorers to the New World, was also luring hopefy]
u

eastel‘ners' Emigration was common news |p the newspapers
4

g citles emptied when friends, neighbors and famiiies

«ed up and left. Dally want-ads advertlised ships leaving
¢or the west Coast, as well as people hoplng to earn thelr
ay across. The situation In California had now merited
oastern response in the newspapers. Eastern attention was
the most flattering reaction adorned on Callfornlia,
california became the thirty-first state in the Unlon in
1850 .

Richard Henry Dana saw two very different worlds in his
yoyages to california in 1835 and 1859. What was once a

sparsely populated Mexlcan territory was now a buzzling

gtate. The dramatic change In Callfornia was not overlooked
by eastern newspapers. The press reacted accordingly to
the events In Callfornla. The eastern newspapers Wwere not

responsible for Callfornia’s growth, but they did play a

factor In Its recognlitlon. Callfornlia’s unlque

There WwWas
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