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INTRODUCTION

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of ]
Representatives be, and he is hereby, authorized to

pose of conducting an
investigation of (1) the extent, character, and
objects of un-American propaganda activities in the
United States, {(2) the diffusion within the Unitegd
States of subversive ang un-American pPropaganda
that is instigated from foreign countries or of a
domestic origin and attacks the principle of the
form of government as guaranteed by the
Constitution, ang {3) all other questions in
relation thereto that would aid Congress in any
necessary remedial legislation. 1

Few investigating committees have had a more illustrious or

controversial career than the special House Committee for the

Investigation of Un-American Activities.

When Martin Dies
with lies)

(rhymes

religious, economic, or Pelitical, ang that the success of the

committee would depend on how the investigation was conducted.

Rather than a committee bent on gaining publicity “to arouse

hatred against some race or creed, or to do t

hings of that sort”
which =

might do more harm than good, ” he saigd the investigation

1 crR-75-3, 10 MAY 1938, 6562, U.S.C., TITLE 2, SEC. 199



of BUbvear, ve i i one of
) raive actlvitlea, Such €Xposure belng
he S1:1Y ef fac v
Live Meang of Waging battle in a democr 2
acy
The PUrpoge of thig Study ig
Un~Am

on its

+ Tevolutionary

It dwindled as economic Drogress ang

only to resurface again in

as
pPoliticians ang churchmen,

as well as less respectable agitators
looked for a way back to the happy days of prosperity. They
looked for a reason for the country’s ills, and nany found a

2 Wwilliam Gellerman Martin Dies (New York, 1944y, 62,

J



scapegoat in the Jaw,

the perenniaj alien and outaldar, AL thao
Same time, Adol £

Hitler wag on the march in
Uniteq States gy

Wpathizer-

Goermany, and in the

8 were being won by his anci-g

Semitic
prODﬂganda. Evidence of thig existe in th

€ appearance of 1721
ro- : o _
P Naza, emitic Organizationg in the United States
da 1940,

openly rallying, doose-stepping, and
TeViling the Jews .
No man hag w

orked harder
DiCkStein

L4

or devoted more energy than Samuel

2 Jewigh Congressma;

n from New York, for the creation
Of a Commj ¢

Dropaganda in the Uniteg States,
hig Resolution

d that the word “un-

simply Something that somebody

and would be used “inquisitionally

uch things ag freedom of Speech.

aw the likelihoog of the Committee ag a

izens to
with whom they associate

warning to American cit be careful where they went ang

d, because they were likely to be

Representative Coffee

“a disguise for .5 smelling expedition



HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Hiatoricaraphy

Contrary Statements are often made by historians about
the nature of anti-Semitism in the United States. The U. S.
has generally been accepted by American historians as having
been "exceptional, * a less oppressive atmosphere for Jews
than Europe as a whole. More than anywhere else, the United
States if regarded by leading historians as a “happy Galut,”
the “golden land, * a Jerusalem which represented a “history
©°f good times, of expectations realized.”! Prejudice against
Jews is not ignored by these historians but is said to be a
Social reality of greatly reduced proportions when compared
to that of Europe, a “distinctly minor feature of the
Dation’s historical development. “2

On the other hand, there are some who feel that anti-
Semitism has not received due consideration by American
historians simply because no political or social movement, no
decisive €vent, no great individual has been associated
Primarily with anti-Semitism. Because of this, they feel
there has been very little interest in, even neglect of, the
Study of anti-Semitism in the United States.3 These observers

feel that anti-Semitism in America has always been prevalent.

From this perspective, anti-Semitism is seen ag a deeply

1 ¢f. Albert S, Lindemann, Through Esau’'s Eyes (U.C.S.B., Hist. Dept.,

1893) 304; Arthur Hertzberg, The Jews in America (New York, 1989),
13; Lucy S. Dawidowicz, On Equal Terms (New York, 1982), 162.
2 David Gerber, ed., Anti-Semitism in American History (Chicago, 1986Y), 7.

3 Michael N. Dobkowski, The Tarnished Dream (Westport, Conn., 1979}, 3.




®Quality, abolition of inheritance, class, religious, and racial

hatred and intolerance. *4

Martin Dies was also an anti-Semite, a fact that became
aPparent carly in his political career. In his mind the words
“alien, * “Jew,* ang "Communist” were synonymous; he was
convinced that the economic problems of the country were caused

by the "new seed-~ European immigration and could only be solved

by the deportation of all “aliens,” as well as the restriction

©f all future immigration. During the tenure of his service in

the House he proposed countless bills to this end. &As Chairman
of the Special House Committee for the Investigation of Un-
American Activities he ultimately diverted the attentions of the
Committee from its original purpose (investigation of pro-Nazi,
Subversive activities and propaganda) to his own personal hatred
Oof Communists (aliens and Jews).

In March of 1942 a debate began within the House on a

resolution to continue the Dies Committee. A statement

pPresented by one hundred prominent attorneys said: “That the

Dies Committee, while giving lip service to impartiality and

fair play and proclaiming its devotion to Americanism. . .used
Ites hearings

- - .for the dissemination of irresponsible
slanders...consisting of surmise, conjecture, unfounded opinion.

"3  Representative Coffee argued that the Dies Committee

- - -

had demonstrated itself as a "platform from which Jew-baiters,

4 Quoted in Gellerman, 5.
5 Ibid., 239.



c : . . : g . ;
Fackpots, ang totalitarians identified with Fascist

Organizations Spouted their nauseating nostra [sic]. "6
Nevﬁrtheless, the House continued the Committee, and in 1944,
following Dies’'g retirement, Representative John E. Rankin took
UP the cayse. Although Rankin was never the chairman of the
CONMittee, there was never any doubt who was in charge. It was
also well known that Rankin was a bigot; he “despised Negroes,
Jews, aliens, ang liberals, ” and this was “to be sure, his
foremost claim to Americanism. 7

The confusion and violent change brought about by first
€Conomic depression and then war fostered extreme movements of
both the right and the left. Many intelligent, well-meaning
People Considered any type of ‘un-American activity’ an inherent
danger to tpe United States.

This study of the Special House Committee for the
Investigation of Un-American Activities indicates that the
Committee Was neither an ideal nor a desired means of exposing
subversive activities. In its failure to perform this suspect
S€Xvice to the Country, it stands in history as an example of
what an investigating committee should not be. The examination

of that failure may well serve to point the way that should or

should not be followed in the future.

§ Tbia., 240.
? Walter Goodman, The Committee (New York, 1968), 167.



he was unceremoniously

Dickstein had been the Power behind the drive, and

d for this day. But when the newly appointed

Iman Martin Dies named the members of the

an Dickstein Was not among them.

the conduct of a Congressional investigation

generally
. PXoceeqgg from the objectives of the committee
o

Adrman The Chairman:

] . S Prerogatives set the agenda and,
Withinp 1imits,

Wit he sets his °Wn rules and procedures as to
Nesses, questioning, and testimony. Court rules do not
House Committee investigations. When the cquestion
Wh.a.t is meant by -

-American activities?” — the answer
Was usually foung ;

the personal convictions of the chairman
him. Martin Dies was then a Republican
very definite and strong

convictj .
Ctions ag tq what constituted an American. He sought to

the capitalistic system under which
all Americansg should 1ive, Private property and the rights of

inheritance, the American system of checks and balances and its
three branches of government, and “individualism as contrasted
with political, economic, or social regimentation based upon a

planned economy.” He also believed that the good American

should reject, among other things, “absolute social and racial



emMbeddec % i 3
ed element in American culture that has “left a deep

imprine - : . g : ; =
©n 1ts vicrtims, even if it did not otherwise affect

th :
e C‘OUI‘SE of A-“‘-erlca.n history."
There is no simple way to

How anti-Semitic is America?
for anti-Semitism has many dimensions.

answ 5
€Xr this question,
Most o
People define it as entailing negative beliefs or
2ccording to this definition, an

s =
te€reotypes about Jews.
angi - 5 g . P . -
Semicic Viewpoint might be that Jews are more dishonest
and extremely monev-oriented.

in ;

business, more aggressive,
The » ; .

ﬁelatlonshlp between Jews and money dates back to the
when Christians were not allowed to engage in

mnon - . : ; = ;
ey lendlng at interesit, and so it fell to the Jews to
car ; o
TY on the business in an atmosphere of religious
The existence of this “Shylock” image is

hostility_s
aPParently acknowledged among historians and Jews alike in

though not necessarily accepted as important.

America,
Another common stereotype of Jews is that they are

Having been segregated for centuries in Europe and

clannish.
subjected to years of oppression and persecution, the Jews

developed their own community and lived by their own strict

codes. The Jewish religion also enforced its own separation
by virtue of its codes and practices. Once they began to be
When they began

freed, this separation became problematic.
to assimilate into society after arriving in America, any

tendency to associate with other Jews made them once again

5 Harold E. Quinley and Charles Y. Glock, Anti-Semitism in America

4 1pid.

(London, 1979), 3.



9

VUlnherable to charges that “Jews stick together too much., "¢

Other negative traits that are often attributed to Jews

are that they are pPrideful and conceited, power-hungry,

Pushy, ang intrusive. Arthur Hertzbery summarizes the
Colonial Puritan’'s attitude toward the Jews: “The Jews were
@ ‘scorn ang reéproach to the world;’ it was best to keep them
CUt. for only ‘the happy day of their conversion could
improve theiy condition.’”7 This was standard Christian
doctrine. Jews remained outsiders; they could become a part
Of America only if they assimilated into the Christian
Community and ceased being Jewish.® These may be negative
beliefs and stereotypes, but are they indicative of a deeper,
1deological anti-Semitism?

As America was founded by Europeans who brought with
them Christian ideals that commanded conformity, Jews were
immediately Subjected to discrimination during the colonial
beriod. Indeed, they were subjected to civil, political, and
religious Penalties as were non-Jews such as deists,
atheists, ang members of dissenting churches. While
historians agree that Jews were not the only minority
immigrant group that suffered, there are disagreements as to
the extent of the discrimination. Albert Lindemann writes
that Americans accepted the Jews because of the labor that

was needed to build and populate the country. He makes the

case that in America the Jews were freer from friction than

6 Ibid., 4.
7 Hertzberg, 34.
€ 1bia., 45,

































































































































































































































