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"Our Peter has neither rivals nor models
since the beginning of the world:
He is ekin and equal to no one but himself."

-Vagsarion Belinsky-

"If a man must be found, who, in our conception
resembles God, I find none excepting
Peter the Great."
-Michael Lomonosov—l
"What is the difference between God and the Tsar,
if both are offered the same respect?
Even... though God is high (up) and the Tsar is
far (away), nevertheless a prayer to the
forper and service to the latter will not be in vain."

-Peter the Great—z



Introducfion

Peter the Great is among one of thevmost cantroversial men

of the past three centuries. During the thirty-six years of his

reign in Russia, his reforms‘changed the: very focus of the country,

and opened it for the first time to the Western world. For these
actions, he was either loved or hated. By many he was said to be
the Anti-Christ, sent to destroy Russia by allowing her to be
contaminated by foreign influences. There were rumors that he was
not 2 Russien at 2ll, but a Germen changeling ruling over Russia
with the purpose of damning all her souls to perdition.3 To many
of Peter's Furopean contemporaries, he was something of a natural
savage, full of innate good sense and good humor, but very rough
and ill—mannered.4 To Voltaire and his contempofaries, Peter was
the first great "enlightened despot." He proved to them that
progress could be legislated for reiuctant peoples, and that the
forces of religion and trédition o2t e confronted and defeated.
By the end of the eighteenth centuiy. the Petrine myth of the
jndividual ruler of genius overturning the dark superstition and
backwardness of his people had been introduced and accepted in
Zurope.

This was not, however, the image of Peter the Great that was
- held by the people. He was the "Batiushka Tsar," their own little
Father Tsar. An old Russian proverb states that "without the
Tsar, the lend is a widow; without the Tsar, the people is en

orphan."5 Peter had been like one of the people: he had worked




beside them, fought beside them; dined with fhem, attended their
weddings, and often stood as God-father to their children. When
Peter would travel outside of Russia, he preferred to live among
the common people, rather than stay in ri‘cher accomodations. He
was like one of them, andiyet he was much more.‘ In the eyes of
the people, his actions and deeds became embellished until they
tbok on the characteristics of 2 myth. Peter was not only the
Tsar, he was the people's "Zemnomu Bogu," their God on earth.

This paper will deal with the cult of Peter the Great among
the South Slavs in the eighteenth century. The Slavs perceived
Peter much in the same wey that the Russian people did. He was
their Saviour, their Moses who had come to free them from the
yoke of Ottoman oppression. He was the only true defender of the
Orthodox church, and he was their last hope. Out of their need,
their desire for freedom, Peter's myth took on the proportions
-of a cult, and the Slavs worshipped him as a God. This cult
became the foundation for the beginning of Russian intervention
in the Balkan peninsula. When Peter znzwered the Slavs'call for
help against the Ottoman Turks eand %tz Cstholic Hapsburgs, he
established the basis for the Russisn (and later Soviet) poliey
of Pan-Slavism.

The topic will be undertaken in three parts. The first
section will deal with Tsar Peter; the images of him that turned
the "tishaishii" (most gentle) tsar into the "Gosudar Imperator"
(sovereign emperor), epithets which remained in use until 1917.6
These images of Peter were teken by the people and used to enhance

the Tser's position among them. Part two will deal with the South



" slavs; their flight intoqﬁﬁngary to escape from the Turks, their

absorption into the Military Frontier, and the circumstances that
brought them to call on Peter for assistance. Sectiom three will
discuss the reactions of the Slavs to Peter, the development and
perpetuation of the cult o% Peter the Great among the South Slavs,
and the reaction of other powers to Russian intervention in the
area.

In this paper, with only minor exceptions, I have adhered to
the sysﬁem of transliteration used by the Library of Congress.
Plurels of non—trans;atable Russian words (boyars, gubernias)
have been anglicized. All dates will be given according to the
modern calendar. Translations of materials in Serbo-Croatian were:

done through the courtesy of Dr. Dmitrije Djordjevic.



Pert I; Tsar Peter

"Our Lord Peter the Great, who has drawn us from.nothingness

into being."!

Peter was born into a society that was ready for change.
While he is often given the credit for the very transformation
and modernization of *he Russian state, these changes actually
begen to take shape before Peter's time, back in the seventeenth
century. While the majority of the Russian neople were content to
dwell in Russia's o0ld inertia, a small handful of progressive
people had already begun to separate themselves from the existing
social order. They were painfully aware of the growing gulf
between Russia and the West, and were themselves no longer content
to live a way of life inherited from ancient times. Two directions
began to emerge, the 01d Russian and the European. While the
smaller group sought the cure for Russia abroad, the majority
preferred to find their solution by kéeping Russia even further
isolated from the West, and by clinging firmly to the old,
established traditions and rejecting nnovations. They felt that
Russia, "Holy Russia," must shun Lotz the infidels in the East and
the foreigners in the West to remain strong.2

Previous Tsars were in agreement with the traditionalist
views. The duty of the Tsar, who was chosen by and responsible
only to God, wes to look after his people like a father. The Tsars
too% their roles as patriarchs quite seriously. They were an '
example for the people to follow, or, to use a more contemporary

term, they were their childrens' role model. They addressed their
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subjects as children, and had the same unlimited power over them
that a father has over his own children. For the sake of their
people, the Tsars also took their roles as Defenders of the Faith
seriously. It seemed to the people as though the fate of Russia
depended entirely upon tﬂe personal piety of the Tsar. TFor their
part, the people came to look upon the Tsar as a type of semi—
deity. Some 0ld Russian proverbs illustrate this view.

"Only God and the Tsar know."

"One Sun shines in Heaven, and the Russian Tsar on earth."

"Through God and the Tsar, Russia is strong."3

Peter's father, Tsar Alexis Mikhailovitch, was an example
of the "holy" Russian Tsar. He was pious to the point of being
nicknamed, "the Young Monk," on his succession to the throne in
1645, at the age of sixteen. He became known as the tishaishii

tsar, the quietest, gentlest, and most pious of all the Tsars.

"His hours each day were spent in either praver or administrative

work with his boyars. His personal habits were austere, and his
court was said to more closely rezcmblie a monastery than any of the
other royal courts of Eurorpe.

Alexis, with his devout nziwiw, was greatly influenced by
the Patriarch Nikon (from Novogorcd) of the Russian Orthodox
Church, and became embroiled in a religious problem that would
affect Russia for years to come. The cleric exercised a powerful
euthority upon the monarch, and was even given the title of
"Great Sovereign" by Alexis, which was a rare honor. However,
Nikon came into conflict with traditional Orthodox views. He

expressed the idea, common to the Catholic West, that the church
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was superior %o the state, and he endeavored to assert his
position over that of the sovereigns'.4 In this Nikon went too
far, and was accused by his peers of papism. N;kon never refuted
this charge, and even said that in many aspects of religion, the
Pope wes right. Nikon aﬁd'Alexis quarreled in 1658, resulting
in the start of Nikon's fall from his position of power in the
church. This climaxed in 1667, when Nikon was first deposed as
Patriarch, and then defrocked.. He spent the remainder of his
life in exile, in a distant monastery.

The controversy around Nikon was not based only on his

supposed vapist views, but around his reform of church practices

‘and religious books. These reforms resulted in a permanent split

in the church. Those that kept to the religion before the reforms
were called the "0ld Believers." The religion after Nikon's
reforms was now termed, the "New Religion." Many of the Old
Believers saw the religious issues as an opportunity for the
expression of socizl protest, against the ever-increasing
importations from the West. In thi= manner, a great many people
embraced the schism - they were proiably as meny as twenty per
cent of the Russian populatiom i wihnt time.5 I'sar Alexis saw
his precious church divided, and spent the last decade of his
reign in the midst of religious strife.

This was the realm that Peter inherited. If the prevailing
attitude in Moscovite Russia was, "Be careful; see that you do
not lose the good things handed down to you from yesterday,"
Peter's esttitude was that of, "Forward, do not fear change. Seek

to bring zbout 2 tomorrow that will be better than today.“6 He



moved with speed and assurance, to bring about his desired changes
in Russian life.

Peter came into power by various stages. First, as a boy
of ten, he was designated co-tsar with his older, half brother Ivan
in 1682. Seven years latef, he and his followers gained effective
control of the government in 1689, At that time, Peter was only
eighteen, and more interested in building his budding navy than
running the country. The government was run by his mother, the
Tseritsa Natelya, and her femily, the Naryshkins. Peter finally
came into sole rule in 1694, upon the death of his mother.

What Peter brbught to the monarchy, in addition to his
extraordinary physical attributes, (over six feet, seven inches in
height and weighing approximately two hundred and fifty pounds)
was his very unusual mind. He possessed en insatiable intellectual
éuriosity, coupled with an amazing ability to learn. Everything
was of interest to the Tsar. Two of his most frequent phrases
were, "What is this for? I will see thisl" His mind could best be
described as active and practical, =itlie to quickly grasp problems,
and to devise solutions, if not to canstyuct theories.

The reforms and changes that Fetzr introduced are both
numerous and famous. In order to demonstrate how the cult of Peter
the Great began, this section will focus on how he was viewed by
the people, by using certain historic examples to illustrate how
his popularity among the people grew and took on the proportions
of a myth. If, as Michael Cherniavsky states, a myth is founded on
the need to justify reality, how did the myth that was established

around Peter help the Serbian people? What were the characteristics



of Peter that the péople came to love, and helped to secure his
role as Defender of the Orthodox? While Peter was slready
"larger-than-life," what were the qualities thet gave him immortal

fame?

To many, Peter was known as the "Artisan Tsar," for he
greatly enjoyed working with his hands, and prided himself on his
abilit& to make almost anything from a ship to a peir of shoes.
While in Amsterdam, he worked incognito as a ship-cerpenter, and
strictly adhered to all regulations of the-shipyard.7 Another'time,
when visiting a manufacturing plant in Istia, Peter forged several
bars of iron ore. He m2de his companions of the journey blow the
bellows, stir the fire, carry coals, and do gll the labouring work
of journeymen blacksmiths. The Tsar demanded payment from Muller,
the owner of the plant, eand was paid at the same rate as all the
other workmen. He used the money. "to buy me a pair of shoes, of .
which I stand in great need.” ﬂw iumediately went to a neighboring
shop, bought the shoes, and %nocik gr-ut pleasure in them, saying,

"T have earned them well, by the sweat of my brow, with hammer

and anvil." A bar of iron, forged by his own hand, is still in the
Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg, but this one was forged
later at 010netz.8 This type of incident helped to enhance Peter's
imege in the eyes of the people. He was a working example of the
teachings of the church. Did not God say to Adem, "By the sweat

of thy brow shall thou earn thy bread.?"9 Peter's father, Tsar

Alexis, might have been more pious in his devoutions then his son,
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but Peter spent more time practiéing his religious philosophy
through his actions out in public. His high visibility among his
subjects helped to build his myth.

When Peter s-ught to learn about something, be it a craft or
an art, he would start at the bottom and work his way up. His
sense of humility was deeply appreciated by his subjects. The
people liked the fact that the Tsar would not use his rank, but
preferred to be judged solely on his merits. What was even more
unique, and especially endearing to the people, was that Peter
forced his nobles to do the same. When Peter was in training to
become & sailor, there is a popular tale told of the time that
he was left in charge of the helm during a violent storm. At the
height of the storm, the helmsman pushed the floundering Tsar out
of his way, saying that he knew better how to steer the ship.
After he had safely navigated the ship through a dangerous passage
and into a safe anchorage, the man realized what he had done. He

threw himself at the Tsar's feet, and begged forgiveness for his

rudeness. "Peter took him up; @7d. 23 usual when pleased, kissed
him on the forehead. 'There is i:¥ning to forgive. I owe you my
thanks, not alone for our rescue from danger, but for the very .

proper rebuke.' He then made him a present of his drenched clothes

and settled on him a small pension.“10

There are many such anecdotes
of Peter's adventures in the Navy and the Army, and they 211
served to create a great deal of respect and admiration for the
Tsar among the people.

Although Peter himself received no formal, systemeatic

education, he quickly realized the need for more advanced technical
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/////training end education for his people. He opened up the Nemeckaja
Slobode, (German Suburb) whose residents, along with numerous
teéchers they imported from the West, would impart their advenced
knowledge to the Russians. These "foreigners" as %hey were called,
had been seguestered in the;German Suburb to assuege the anti-

foreign passions of the Russian Orthodox clergy.11

Enclosure in
the Suburb 2llowed the Europeesns to maintain their habits and
traditions from thw West. They had their own churches, both .
Lutheran end Calvinist, (Catholics were not allowed churches,. but
the priests could say meass in private homes) spoke their own
languages, and educated their children in the European manner.
They were also allowed open correspondence with their home countries,
end this created a flow of news that kept them updated on all that
was happening outside of Russia's borders. Despife the church ban
on contact with foreigners, bolder Russiens, "thirsty for some
knowledge and intelligent conversation, began to mingle with the

residents of the German Suburb.“12

Western habits began to per—
meate the Russian way of life, suzih =z the eating of salads (which
ot first the Russians called gruase.; and iikewise the foreigners
took on meny Russian qualities. %iiwre even began to be inter-
marriages, such as the one between Alexis Matveev and the Scottish
Mery Hamilton. It was at their home, in the Suburb, that Tsar
Alexis first met Peter's mother, Natalya Naryshkina.

| It was the German Suburb that captured the heart of Tsar Peter
as 2 young man. The colorful variety of people and customs fueled

his active imagination and kept his interests fresh. It was first

through the residents of the Suburb that Peter beceme aware of the



venefits that association with Europe had to offer Russia. He
utilized his contacts there, and through them used their special
knowledge for the enhancement of life in Russie.

Upon his succession to the throne, Peter overruled the
hostile sentiments of the clergy towards foreigners, and surrounded
himself with Buropeans. They not only gave him knowledge, but
imparted a sense of gaiety and liveliness that the Russian court
had long been lacking. They encouraged Peter in his avid desire
to explore all aspects of life, and indulged him shamelessly.
They would accompany him everywhere, be it to a forge where they
would work for the day, or, most often, drinking until dawn. It
was here in the Suburb that Peter formed his "Jolly Company" of
comrades, esmong them, General Patrick Gordon and Francis LeFort.
The Jolly Company could consist at eny time from approximztely
eighty to two hundred followers. They consumed, enormous amounts

of food, with éven larger émounts of drink. Their banquets could
‘ go on from one to three days, with the guests simply rolling on
the floor when they became intoxicated or sleepy.

In addition to the meny =i.ntaisous drinking bouts and
banquéts, the Jolly Company =:.:.ed in organized buffoonery. The
most famous (or infamous) incideant occurred when they were méde
into the "All-Joking, All-Drunken Synod of Fools and Jesters,"
with a mock "Prince-Pope," college of cardinals, assorted deacons,
priests and bishops. Peter himself served as a deacon, and was
responsible for drawing up the Synod rules and rituals. The Tsar
personnaly planned the arrangements for the wedding of Jacob

Turgenev, his favorite jesyer. The wedding lasted three days, and
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climexed in the cbuples' triumphent entry into Moscow, at the
head of a large procession, mounted on a camel.

How did this image of Peter, that of a déunken reveller,
mesh with that of the artissn Tsar? To the people, Peter was
simply upholding the ceéturies 0ld Russien tradition of intem-
perence. In the words of Grend Prince Vladimir of Kiev in the
seventeenth century, drink was, "the joy of the Russes.“13

Everyone drank, peesants, priests, boyars, and now; openly, the

Tsar. To be drunk was an essential part of Russian hospitality. .

Unless your guest; were sent home drunk, the evening would be
considered a failure. The fact that verj few could keep up with
_the Tsar's capacity for drink, enhanced his fame with the people.
This image of Peter only gave the people one more close bond with
their Emperor. :

FPeter, in another aspect of his role of patriarch, had to
serve as judge to his people. While he was often vengeful and
exacting in his puﬁishments, he was always seen as being fair in
his dealings with the common pecple. An example of his fury cen
be found in his conduct during the executions of the Streltsy,
his elite guard, after their sscond uprising. Many of them the
Tsar personally beheaded for their treason. During this period,
everyone fell within the sweep of the Tsar's wrath. Priests who
were discovered to have prayed for the success of the uprising

were condemned to death. A woman, passing in front of a gibbet

erected before the Kremlin, said of the men hanging there, "Alas!

Who knows whether you were guilty or innocent?" She was quickly
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denounced as one who expressed sympathy for the traitors, and

arrested. After she was able to prove to Peter that she waé only

expressing compassion for all people who suffered, she was released:.L4
A lighter example oﬁlPeter‘s sense of justice deals with the

time Peter treated the wife of his valet for a toothache. This

story has been reprinted many times, but only once, in a 1839

manuscript, was this completed version found. Peter liked to fancy

himself as a dentist, and upon hearing the valet's wife was ill

with a toothache, insisted on seeing her. When the Tsar examined her

she said that there was nothing wrong. Her husband told the Tsar

that she would alweys say that, in the presence of a doctor.

Peter then proceeded to have the womah held, and he extracted the

tooth himself..."Afew days later, the Tsar learned from other members

~of his household, that the woman's tooth ailed nothing, and that

the whole was a trick of the husband to be avenged of his wife's
supposed gallantries. Peter was not to be trifled with; the poor
woman had been pained unnecesszriis, and the trick was put upon him.
Peter called his valet, and guve him & severe chastisement with his
own hands.15

The Tsar was a2 harsh judge, but fair to his people. Stories
like the two exampleé above showed a2 ruler who was interested in
the truth, and took the time to ind it. He made the people feel
that everyone was equal in his eyes, from the lowest peasant to the
highest boyar. He further demonstrated this, when he regretfully
signed his own son's death warrant, after Alexis had been tried and
found ~uilty of treason.

There are many tales in the life of Peter the Great to

illustrate his interaction qith his people. !Many are founded in



hard féct, and others in fiction. Yet even the fictional accounts
show' 2 deep reverence and love for the Tsar. One of the main
difficulties with biogrephies of Peter, is thet-they are extremely
biased. The Russians assumed an attitude of abject servility and

16 Peter was

religious worship to the Tser's memory and deeds.
larger than life, and his exploits brought fame and honor to the
Russian people. This was the Tsar that would be worshiped by the

South Siavs.
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part II: The South Slavs

Throughout the past, the Balkan peninsula has been the home
of many different nationalities, or ethnic groups. These
nationalities have been subjected to many different influences
from the neighboring world, for because of the area's geographic
diversity, Slavic communities were never quite large enough or
sufficently strong enough to ward off well-armed invaders. In
respect to the topic of this paper, it is necessary to understand
two of the major influences on the South Slavs: the Ottoman Empire
and the Hapsburg monarchy. The Ottoman ruling policies in regards
to the Balkan peninsula end the Austro-Turkish confliet led to the
migration of the South Slavs into the Hapsburg monarchy.

In 1359, at Kosovo, the Ottoman Turks smashed Serbian
resistance and took control of the Balkan peninsula, destroying
both the Bulgarian and the Serbian kingdoms. By 1500, except for
a small numBer of Montenegrins, #11 of the Balkan Slavs were
subjected to Turkish rule. Tui 4. next three centuries, thé
Slavs %emained isolated, physicuiiv and culturally, from the rest
of Europe.1

According to Ottoman theory, the principal attribute of
sovereignty was the right of the sovereign sulten, or the Porte,
to hold as Imperial Possessions all sources of wealth in his
empire, together with sufficent authority for him to exploit these
sources for his own benefit. The entire structure of Ottoman

society was based on this essential assump‘tiqn.2 During the period
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MAP 18. Tnﬂ‘dsh advances and conquests. (1} The directions of Turkish advancement; (2) Jocalities
of important battles; (3) year ¢! tempiizry conquest; (4) year of permanent conquest.

of Ottoman conauests, there was nc policy of forced conversion

to Islam, for the ruling class or for the peasentry. The Turks

felt that such an effort would disrupt the main purpose of

Ottoman government, the collection of taxes for the Porte. 1In

this manner, the Palkan peasantry and church remeined intact,
while the Belken nobility was given the opportunity to be

assimil~ted into Turkish society. If the nobles wished to
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convert, there was a chance for the nobles to advance socially
within the Ottoman system., The Turks displayed generally enlightened
policies towards their conguered peoples, while backing up these
policies with superior military strength.3 |

It was because of these "enlightened policies" that feligion
became 2 key factor in Balkan 1ife. .The Turks granted official
recognition to the Orthodox Church as a "millet" or national g
religious community in the Balkens. The Serbien Patriarchate at
Pec wec recognized from the sixteenth to the eighteenth cenfury.
In the southern parts of the Balkan peninsula, the Orthodox
Church wes the power that kept the Balkan Christians‘united during
the years of Ottoman domination. In the north,.in Qroatia‘and
parts of Trennsylvania, the Catholic Church was the dominafe
force for the people. Both churches were able to operaterdue to
the beginning of the decline 6f the Ottoman Empire, wﬁich started
in the sixteenth century. 7

With the growth of the Hapsburg monarchy in the seventeenth
end eighteenth centuries, these northern parts of the Balkans
became Austrien and Hungarian territories. This area was used as
a type of buffer zone against thsu “Wurkeg and many of the aréa's

residents were converted to Caitkclicism. The Catholie church was

not involved in a struggle against Orthodoxy, but each one, in her
ovn domain,made full use of their hierarchy and institutions in
order to prevent their adherents from becoming absorbed into the
Ottoman-Turkish world, through conversion to Iélam.4

Although the two churches were not hostile to each other, the-

Catholic church, and her defenders the Hapsburg monarchs, had been




g associated with the struggle to drive the Infidel Turks out
i

jon
of Europe. In 1529, Turkish ermies almost captured Vienna,

ond they again unsuccessfully laid siege to the city in 1653,
The Turks saw the Hapsbur%s as using the Catholic church to cover 3
their true expeansionist policies. As for the Orthodox church,
until the appearacne of a powerful Russia on the internationel |
scene, Orthodoxy presented no threat to the Ottoman empire, for
the most importent centers of the eastern church were within the
Ottoman territory.6 When Moscow: became widely accepted as the
"Phird Rome," many Orthodox loyalties were shifted from
Constantinople to MoscoW. However, this threat or challenge to
Orthodox leadership was not es importént to the Turks as the threat

of Hapsburg expansion.

This "threat" of course, was a double-sided one, for the Turks
wished to expénd their empire to the ndrth just és much as the
Hapsburgs wished to expand into the south of the Balkan peninsula.
In en effort to block the upward movement of the Turks into
Furope, Ferdinand I of Austria established the Croatian Militsary
Frontier,7 at the requests of the Ixner Austrian Estates who were
being ravaged by Turkish raids. Iua ©he summer of 1522, Ferdineand
moved mercenary troops to gerrisor & number of strong points in
Croztia. This action temporarily blocked the Turkish invasion
route.

In the following years, Ferdinand's financial position
deteriorated, and it became impossible for him to maintain an
adequate military force in the Frontier. A solution was found‘to

this in the employment of military colonists. The Turzish advance



ned driven thousands of refugees from Balken lands into northern
crostia. These refugees were assigned land, (which was readily
sveilable in the cCevastated frontier region) on the condition that
they be ready for military service in time of néed. Further
immigration into the areé wes encouraged among the remnants of the
locel, exculsively Roman Catholic population. They received
substancial privileges, including the right to share in captured ,
booty, the right to elect their own officals, (subject to Hapsburg

epproval) and they were relieved of the usual manorial obligations.

fost importently, while they did not receive the seme rights &s

the Catholic colonists, a1l colonists of Orthodox faith were promised

ffeedom of religion. This was an important right for the Serbs,

snd =1lowed them to retain their cultural ties to the Balkans.
Later in 1630, Emperor Ferdinand II consolidated the various rights,
regulations, end statutes of the ¥ilitary Frontier into one -

comprehensive document, the Statuta Valachorum, which emphasized

end coafirmed the military character Qf the border establishment.si
In 1683, the Austrains repulsed the last Ottoman offensive
on Vienna, and advanced on the entire front against the Turks.
Five years leter, the Austris: amey rpached Pec, the seat of the
Serbian patriarchate. While in Pec, the Austrians encouraged a
generel uprising against Ottoman rule. Patriarch Arsenije, the
Serbs' spiritusl and political leader, was suspicious of Austrian
rotives. The patriarch enjoyed an essentially privileged status
under Ottoman rule, end Arsenije was insisfant to secure firm
guerentees of Austrien respect for "traditionel Serbien rights" as-

the price for revolt against the Porte.9 Arsenije elso asked for
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pelp from It2ly and Russia to liberate the Serbs from the Turks,
and $0 prevent them from being forced into a union with Catholic
pustria. Vhen his pleas for aid were politely refused, Leopold I
of Austrie threstened to depose the patriarch unless the Serbs
joined his Imperial forces. In the absence of aifernatives,lo
Arsenije consented.

In 1689, the Turkish forces mustered and went on the offensive.
when the Austrien general Piccolomini was defeated at Skoplje, it
maiked the end of Austrien arms in Serbia, and the army withdrew.
Feering revenge from the Turks, Arsenije led a mass migration of

over thirty thousand families of glavs into Southern Hungary, where

they settled into the Military Frontier.
Leopold issued the Proclamation

In response to the movement,
of 1690, 1In it, he granted far more concessions to the Slavs than

just the religious rights given by Ferdinand. He' gusranteed the

Qrthodox church religious autonomy, and gave the Patriarch authority
in both spirituzl and secular matters for all of his followers,
whether civiiian or military.ll The Serbs would also be exempt

from ta;ation under Austrien sovereiftiii. These privileges wére’to,
be extended to 211 Serbs who might be foresed to seek asylum in .
Austrien lands, on Arsenije's request.

Life in the Frontier did have a rather special advantage for
the Slavs. After years of cultural isolation under Ottoman rule,
they were brought into direct contact with Central Europe. While
at the time this might not have seemed importent, but in later
yeers, it would play a large role in the settlement of the Eastern

Nuestion. It would give the Hapsburgs their claim to part of the
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palken peninsula,

Although the privileges granted the Slavs by Leopold were
reaffirmed in the following years, the Inner Austrien Zstates,
croatien and Hungarian authorities were opposed td then. The
catholic church was openly ‘hostile to the new settlers. Here were
glmost ninety thousand people who could not be taxed, converted, or

tried under civilian law. The migration had also greatly increased
the Serbian element in the military border, where in many settlements
the Slavs constituted over one-helf of the population. Local
suthorities used their established power to exploit the newcomers,
and meny violations of their rights occurred.

There was also a great deal of pressure on the Serbs to accept
the Uniate faith, 2 creed using the Greek rite but in communion
with Rome. The Uniates were more acceptable to the Austrians than
the Orthodox, and were treated much more favorably. A number of
Serbs in the Military Frontier did join the faith and became Uniates.
The denger to the Serbs from this pelicy would be their loss of
Orthodox unity. The extent to which this policy was effective can
be seen in the election for the Sevti<s bishopric of Pakratz in 1704.
Patriarch Arsenije was shocked to find 2 Uniate as candidate for
the post, and it was with great difficulty that he was able to buy
off this position and give the bishopric to an Orthodox Serb.12

When the Austrian Zmperor turned a "blind eye" to the problems
of the Slavic population in the Military Frontier, the Slavs were
forced to look elsewhere for a champion. They came to believe that

their champion would be Peter the Great.
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part 1II: The Cult of Peter the Great

The cult of Russia among the South Slavs was initiated
pefore the migretion into the Austro-Hungarien Iands. The Balkan
Orthodox, roused into revolt sgainst the Turks in 1683 by Austrian
campaigns on the peninsula, were faced with the return of the
Ottomens as the tide of war reversed. Despite the fact that
Emperor Leopold had granted the Serbs in his dominions freedom of
worship, the Slavs were aware of attempts to convert the Serbs in
Hungary to the Catholic faith (or at least into becoming Uniates).
Patriarch Arsenije discussed a possible alliance with the Austrian
officials, but after learning about Austrian mistreatment of Serbs,
he turned to the Russians Tsars, Ivan and minor Peter in 1688.
~ "Come to0 help your co-religionists and servants,."l was his plea to
the Tsars. :

. He sent this appeal to Moscow in the person of Isaish, the
Archimandrite of Saint Paul's monastcry on Mount Athos.zvlsaiah
arrived in Moscow on September 1%, i&&s, and orally delivered the
following message from all the Orthoicx Christians under Ottoman
rule. They requested Russia to attack the Turks, and not to 2llow

the Austrien Empire or Venice to conquer them,

beczuse there azre Christi=ans under the Pontificate who
share the Orthodox common religion and language. They
expect with joy the warriors of their Russian master.

If the Romans conquer the Orthodox Christian lands and
Constantinople, Orthodoxy will be destroyed. When the
Russian army approaches Belgrade, the Voyvod will meet
them with his ermy, and when the Russians come to the
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Denube, 300,000 Serbs, Bulgars and Walachiens will gather
stert the uprising, end open the road to Constantinople.3

This appeal stressed to the Tsars the similarities of
lenguage and'religion between the Serbian people end the ?ussians.
curiously, it did not use as a primary argument that the Balkans
were sbout to be recaptured by the Moslem Turks. The main focus
of the plea was to save not just the Serbs, but éll of Orfhodoxy
from the Catholics. Vhile the Ottomans would indeed punish the

Serbs for their political offenses against the EZmpire, they knew

that they would not be punished solely for their religious beliefs.
Whether the Serbs thought that this wbuld be a more persuasive

srgument to present to the Russiens than just the Ottomanwre—pgking

‘of the Balkan peninsula is unclear, but appeals on‘behalf‘of
similar religious and ethnic ties became the basis for future

relations between Russia and the Slavs.

Iseiah received a reply from the Tsars on January 20,1669,
and was sent back to the Pa‘triarch.5 Unfortunétely, he was quickly
ceptured by the Austrianms, his letters seized, and he was héld
prisoner for two years until Rugsiap intervention gaiﬁed his
release. The Tsars had expressed wivputhy with the Serbian problem
but politely refused to interfere at this time, leaving the door
open for future assistance. Arsenije, without an answer from
Russia, weivered between Venice and Austria. The Viennese court,
having now been forewarned (through Isaiah's letters) of possible
Russian intervention, pressed the Patriarch, who finally joined
the Austrians with a large number of insurgents. The reversal in

the war, coupled with the withdrawl of Austrian troops back to

4




// cth of the Danube, brought about the m1grat1on of the Slavs into
ne uilitary Frontier.
Despite Emperor Leopold's Proclamation of 1690, giving the Slav
population in the military border numerous privileges, frietion and
conflict continued betweenithe Catholics and Ortﬁ;dox. The Slrvs

ggain turned to Russia for help. Peter, now sole Tsar, was one of

the most popular monarchs in Europe. He was just twenty two, handsome,

end possessed such energy that he seemed to be everywhere and involved

in everything at once. Peter, after having failed in his first

cempaign in his war against the Turks in 1695, brought thlrty

sea-going vessels and approximetely one thousend barges to Azov in

1696. After a two month battle, the Turks surrendered the city to the

Psar in July, 1696. Russian prestige was greatly enhanced by this
victory, especially among the Serbs. ' g

Peter's vietory against the Turks 1ncreased the Slavic
enthusiasm for the vigorous young ruler, and kept alive the Serbian
hope for the llberatlon of the Baiizans. The Patriarch kept close
contact with the Russian repress=atctiva in Vienna, taking care to

always maintain cordial ties wi+h Soseow, Arsenije sent a letter

through the representative to Peter, on the occasion of the Tsar's
birthday, the 3lst of May, 1696, once again asking for help. The
correspondence was delivered to the Tsar by the minister in September
of 1696, =2long with his report giving a history of the Serbien
settlement in Austria, and the Patriarch's complaints. At the end

of his revort, the minister added, "My Master, they have had a hard
and sad life. They hope to be freed by your Imperial Majesty and
God's help." 6

The opportunity of yet another victory over the Turks, aided by
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uprising of Christians in support of Orthodox Russia, however

jnviting' did not move Peter to immediate action. He and two hundred

ond 1Y of his courtiers were planning to set off on what would be

terned the Tsar's "Grand Embassy," his eighteen month tour of Europe.

rhey were scheduled to leave Moscow early in 1697.7 Peter's reply

to Arsenije expressed sympathy with the plight ofvthe Serbs, but

politely refused involvement at this time. To show his good faith,

the Tser included gifts of icons, money, and several jeweled protraits

of himself with the letter to Arsenije. 2 ‘ ,
After traveling through the Baltic provinces, Holland, England

and other German states, Peter reached Vienna in 1698. fe had come to

urge his ally Leopold to continue the war with the Ottomans, only

+o have Austria sign the Treaty of Karlowitz, (completed in 1699)

ending 21l Austro-Turkish hostilities. The Tsar'regarded this as

an zct of treachery on behalf of his ally, and Russia would only

agree to sign a two year truce agreement with Turkey, instead of a

permanent treaty.

1t was during these negotiaticns in Vienna that Peter, himself,
came into contact with the Patriarcn Svzenije. Arsenije'asked the
Psar to try and pressure Leopold intd keeping his 1690 promises of
privileges to the Serbs. The Patrisrch also seized the opportunity
to indebt himself to the Russians, by supplying the minister
Voznitsyn with loyzl intermediaries to help conduct the peace treaty
‘with the Ottomans.

Following the peace congress, Volnitsyn traveled to several
Serbian settlements in the Frontier. He was most warmly received as

the Tsar's emissary, and his cordial receptions kept a2ctive the icea



forthodox support for the Tsar. In 1699, Voznitsyn sent his agent,
0

disQ“i
aSupporter of Peter. Voznitsyn wanted to investigate the possibility

sed as a monk, to the Patriarch Cositheus in Constentinople,

of en Orthodox Christian uprising in behalf of Russia. The Patriarch

+01d the agent that he honestly could not say whether or not there
would be active support for such a move. Voznitsyn reported to Peter,
that in cese the Russien army appears on the Danube, '

innumerable masses of our peo?le, our religion, and our
lenguage, would rise and take up arns, based on the principle
of religious solidarity and the principle of ethnic Slavic

solidarity._8 ; : _ - :
Whether he had other information than that of Dositheus, or simply
surmised this from his own travel experiences is unclear. This is.
just one example of the conflicting inteiligenpe :eports that would
jnfluence Peter. However, once again the prospect_pf renewed wer
with Turkey would have to wait, for in 1700, Peter entered into a

: wa} with Sweden that would occupy nim and the Russian forces for the

next ten years.

The Serbs had been diganiainted, buttretained their faith in
the Tsar. The friction behwes: <ie residents in the Militar& Frontier
continued. There was increassd rressure on behalf of the Catholic_
church to coerce the Orthodox into converting, or at least accepting
the Uniste rites.9 In May of 1702, approximatély one thousand Serbian
femilies left the Frontier and returned to their homes in the 3alkan
lends. It wés 2lso during this time, that plans were discussed by
severzl Serbien femilies to immigrate to Russia, from their homes
in the VWalechien principality. They continued to send letters aﬁd

requests for 2id to Moscow, for Peter remained their last hope for
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:on.. Typi ,
ﬂbﬂﬁzlon ypicel examples of these requests can be seen in the

n : ‘
1702 "Besides God, we have no ruler like. your Majesty."
" :
1705 "Peter, our last hope, except for hope in God."

1109 "Be merciful’ to your Serbian relatives, as we have no
other emperor, besides God. "0

these pleas came from all aspects of Serbian society, religious,
military and secular. They most always contained the promise of
support for the Tsar, if only Peter would come to their rescue.

The steadfast faith that the Serbs had in Peter never diminished,
in fact, it ¢rew larger as news arrived about the Northern War. ZEach
of his exrioiis sdded to his already larger-then-life imege. After
Peter's viciary cver the Swedish in 1709 at Poltava, his popularity
increased encrumously. Surely, if the Tsar could triumph over King
Charles XII, he could help restore the Serbs to their lands. The
Northern War had not only inflated their expectations of the Tsar, but
it had inflated his own view of the political scene at the time.

Zing Charles had flesi to the protection of the Porte following
his defeat at Poltava. Sa8i. fharles, with the support of the French,
convinced the Porte to decimi: War on Russia. Peter wes not prepared
for war in the south, with ais forces still heavily concentrated in
the nérth}l His only hope for success was to call on the Serbs and
ask them to now prove their past promises, and give.the Russians
active support in their battle against the Turks. The Tsar issued
several proclzmations to the Balkan Christians, one of which read,

Now I come to your aid. If your heart wishes, do not run
away from my great empire, for it is just. Let not the
Turks deceive you, and do not run from my word. Sheke
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off fear, and fight for the faith, and for the church,
for which we shall shed our last drop of blood.1?

mpe Tsar's battle plan was rash, and hastily conceived. They

would strike in force for the Danube, sweep into armed allience the

£WO pumenian prinicpalities’ of Moldavia and Walach1a, and summon

211 Christians (Orthodox and Catholic) to rise up and defeat their

Moslem masters. 15 Peter had already received the promlse of support

~ from the hospodars of Walechia and Moldavia, ( Brancovo and Cantemlr)

It is important to note that Brancovo

pefore the declaration of war.

and Cantemir wore vassals of the Porte, end not under Austrian control.

Brencovo provisot Thivty thousand troops, and supplies for the

o i1 reached Walachia; Cantemir pledged ten ﬁhousand

Russian &rmy

troops. | _
The Serbian miliviz In the Military Frontier_prepared to join
the Tsar's forces, UROES the command of General Sheremeteve. However,
Hospodar Brancovo again changed his alleglance, ?nformed Emperor 7

Leopold of the militia's plens, and esked Leopold to prevent their

joining Sheremetev. The three 1eaders of the militia were arrested,

and the union of the Slaves arpd Huwzsians was prevented.

Brancovo s betrayal had = Juveatoting effect on the Russian

cempaign. Without the Serbisn militia and the Walachian forces,

Peter had only thiryt-eight thousand infantrymen to one hundred

housznd Turkish infantrymen and eighty thousand cavalrymen.l4

twenty t
The Tsar also found that the Moldavians could not make up for the lack
of the promised Walachian supplies. After several days of losing
bettle 2t Pruth, the Tsar, faced with the real possibility of capture
for himself end the Tsaritsa, sent Sheremetev to negotiate terms for

surrender. Peter was fortunate that the Porte was reluctant to



e the weT. As it turned out, Russia lost all of the property

i
ﬂt
/ gained in the 1696 campaign: Azov and Tagonrog wvere to be

sh®
',eﬂ”nEd' the Black Sea fleet abandoned, and all of the Russian

lawer-DnlePer forts were to be destroyed. In addition, all Russian

4ro0psS Were to leave Poland, and the Tsar's right to keep an

dor at Constantinople was canceled. 15 The Pruth campaign

jon about support, a hasty battle

t of easy successes

ambass&
had been lost through misinformet

plen coneived by a young leader riding on the cres

ot Azov and Pcltava, and the treachery of a vassal.
sm for Emperor Peter in

The de¥rat did not end the enthusia
nality to grow .

and had been

the Balkans. L» fact, it caused his cult of perso

even larger. Ha had finally come to aid the Orthodox,
thwarted by treachary. After the peace between Russia and the Turks
had been signed in 17173 {he Serbs in the Hapsburg monarchy decided

to continue their Liphs Fos jikeration alone. While they knew that

sppport from Russia, they. asked Peter

they could not get milivery
svn. In 1724, the Psar sent what would

4o send them books and + eanh
s:=vance mission to Serbia, headed by

€

now be called a technicali-zg

Mexim Suvorove. He helped to et sbiish the first schools in the

Serbian settlements, and initiated the study of grammar and languages.

This sterted 2 period‘of Russien influence in education among the

South Slavs that lasted long past the death
The Serbs continued their adoration of the Tsar, keeping his

of Tsar Peter in 1725.

cult of personslity alive for many years. The name of Emperor Peter
wes mentioned 2t every feast, on saint's days, and on every important

occesion in the people's lives. Among the South Slavs, this adbration

of Peter found expression in their epic folk poetry. These poems
, - ?
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LonES? are 2 pert of the oral history that kept the past zlive

ﬁﬂ_new-generations- They were often embellished upon by each

nmrPoet’Singer’ but those that were preserved by. pubiication

111ustrate the rich peasant style of the eighteenth century folk

artiStSo
The following poem was written by Zaharije Orfelin, and

published in his monography about Peter the Great in 1772. Orfelin

wes the editor of the oldest "periodical" =mong the Slavs,”the

S1avoservski lizgazin, printed only once in 1768. Orfelin tells of

how the Sls~s prayed to God "for a mighty wind to bring the
and to help exterminate

Emperor Peler.....to free the Holy Mountain....

the infidel." Four years later, it was republished in Russian by

Prince Mexim Cherbatov. Beczuse of the poem's Russophile contents,

ond the Messisnic ides »f liberation of the Slavs by Peter the Great,

the poem was sooOn hesr3d is every region of the country, and was

responsible in part for xzeypiitZ the cult alive during the eighteenth

and nineteenth centuries-

Zaharije Orfelin - 1772

Now when this book is read,
that the Moscovy is fighting the Turks,
mhe Christians are praying to God, to be on the side of
their Emperor.
And now, please God, fulfill our wish
in the Glory of Your Name.
The devils are afraid of you, and certainly the Turks
: are also.
They are so like wolves.




It wil

£ on God, send the mighty wind to brlnp us Emperor Peter

to the plain of Constantinople, and let him do your: will,
on the ground and on the sea, to free the Holy Mountain,
and 211 it's monasteries, as well as all the monks.

So that thev can sing to Your Glory.

and let the Turks be afraid of us,

Your Glory to be known.

So that many kings will wonder, .
e Serbs

how one could with God's help dey and night, the humbl
and the Poor,

As well as others without might,
from You, oh God, expect help.

erying dey and nignt,
if it is possible,

Rid us, Dear God, if You wish,
from the Turkish might.

ind for Your Glorious Name, we CIY, all the prisoners

in prison,

intil we have the glorious Moscow
und the mighty army,

where is to be fo
the same liturgy,

And in the churches,

they will add to

our plea.

Until we have God's Will, the Cchristians will be better,
anz will make candles

1 zsppear the old soul
all over the region,

the Chris®i
So that in Front of
end the look af faperor Peter,

1 exterminzate the infidel, :
the Glorious place, will become what it

and Constantinople,
was for the Fatherland.

us wil

Beczuse the prophecy is that much money will be spent
to ransom Your sheep.

tnd the Christians will be delighted, end will fight with us
Until they are totally smashed.

To cut down the Kadiz,
And to reach Scutari and Sofia, and to step over the Turks
= o ]

The Turks will brezk our laws to make Mohammed better
?

-—

egainst the Turk and Tartar,
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(pnd £rom OUT churcheg
they meke mosqueg and
On these tovers the ho

ang altars,
towersg,

O cure the Christisns pains.
Dear God, to come under Your M

s : ercy.
164D everyone you can,

but not the Infidel.

Orfelin's work czn be compared to Pushkin's;poem, "The Bronze
Horsemen," tubliszhad in 1837, as examples of the cult of Peter the Great.
Pushkin tells how Pes v, Yyith mighty thoughts elate," founded the
city of St. Petersmus, =id now his spirit lingers to protect the city
over one hundred yezrs afiws nis death. Both poems served to keep alive

the idea that, despite sppression, there was hope through Peter. In
his time, Peter had worked some rather spectacular achievements for

Russiz, yet he still had time ti concern himself with the plight of

the Serbs. Perhaps, in the future, one of Peter's heirs would again

be 2ble to try and help the Serbs.

In the eighteenth century, the Austrians tried to change the
focus of the Military Frontier, for through the Serbien settlements .
it hed become increasingly pro-Russian. The attitude of the Hapsburgs,
2lweys closely éllied with the Catholic church, was thoroughly

opportunistic towards their Orthodox subjects. Concessions granted



£, . "mon-Uniate Greek rite. "
ok ite," as it was offically called, were

" getermined solely by reasons of gtate,16 a6 g lofd d5%ens

military services of the Orthodox were needed
]

respected:

their religion was
whe
n the neeg passed the monarchy did nothing to stop the
th
Catholic hierarchy who, w1th the help of local military officials,

tried ¢
0 foreibly convert the Serbs to Catholicism, or at least into
accepting the Uniate rites.

Maria Theresa, who ceme to the Austrian throne in 1740, was
deternined to strengthen her realm, end issued a series of Theresan
refornms, of which reorganization of the military frontier system
was an intergral pért. She was also a zealous Catholic, and the thought
of saving thousands of Orthodox souls caused her to endorse measures
that clearly violated the Serbs' militery border privileges. In 1741,
she promised to turn over the Theiss-Maros districts (Serbian
settlements) to the Hungarian Diet. When the transfer actually took
place in 175}, there were riots, and a near mutiny in the militia.
Russien agents, azctive in 21l Orthodox regiments at this time,
recruited severzl thousand fsnilies for immigration to southern
Russiz. The openly pro-russiss zortimonts among the Serbian militia,
the Orthodox clergy, and tnz civiiian eiements of the Frontier -disturbed
the fustrian government greatly. Urders were given to arrest all
Russizn agents, "especially the Orthodox priests," and deport them

immedia.tely.17

Joseph II of Austria, was in many ways more tolerant than his
predecessors, but under his control the Serbs began to see less
religious rights. The Austrians decided that it would become necessary

to subdue the Serbian Orthodox church, and tutor them in the proper
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¢o the "non-Uniate Greek rite," as it was officelly called, were
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jetermined solely by reasons of state.”  Just as long as the

pilitery services of the Orthodox were needed, their religion was
respected: when the need passed, the monarchy d1d nothing to stop the

Catholic hierarchy who, w1th the help of local m1litary officials,

tried to forcibly convert the Serbs to Catholicism, OF at least into

accepting the Uniate rites.

ian throne in 1740, was

Maria Theresa, who came to the Austri
s of Theresan

determined to strengthen her reelm, and jssued a serie
£ the military frontier sy
and the thought

reforms, of which reorganization o St

was en intergral pért. She was also & zealous Catholic,

o endorse measures

of saving thousends of Orthodox souls caused her t
In 1741,

that clearly violated the Serbs' military border privileges.

she promised to turn over the Pheiss-Maros districts (Serbian

‘settlements) to the Hungarian Diet. When the transfer actually took -

place in 1750, there were riots, and 2 near mutlny in the militia.

Russien agents, active in 211 Orthodox regiments at this time,

recruited several thousand families for immigration to southern

Russiz. The openly pro-Russiau sentiments among the Serbizn militia,

the Orthodox clergy, and the oiviiicn elements of the Frontier -disturbed

the Austrian government greatly. Urders were given to arrest all

Russien agents, "especially the Orthodox priests," and deport\them‘

immedi ately. !
Joseph II of Austria, was in many ways more tolerant then his

predecessors, but under his control the Serbs began to see less

religious rights. The Austrians decided that it would become necessary

to subdue the Serbian Orthodox church, and tutor them in the proper
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nregulement, " and in this way tighten theirlcontrol of the Military
frontier. Part of this reform, was the abolishment of some of the
serbizn monasteries within the Frontier, eand the exile of the monks.
The Hapsburgs established their right to confirm the election of
the Serbian Patriarch, and begen to influence the Serd National

Church Congress by "helping" to select delegates that would be
eculation of 1770 not only

o religious duties,

acceptable to the crown. The Illyrien R
1imited the function of the Orthodox hierarchy t

r the convocation and conduct of church

but established procedures fo

ion also set strict controls

nduct of religious

om the Orthodox

congresses =nd elections. The Regulat

for the printing of religious meterials and co

schools. It even eliminated over fifty feast days fr

celendar.
end wes aimed directly

Reform a2lso went outside of the church,

o teach in the Front T

a2t the Russiens. No "foreigner" was allowed t

schools, znd only prescribed books (prescribed by the government and

Catholic church) would be allowed. There had come tolbe a pre-

dominance of Russian language books in the Slavic churches, and all

of them, in one way oOr ancther, vere directed against Austriz. The

final blow came when the Hapuinrss declared, in the Erlsuterung—

Reserivt of 1779, that all priviieges
nterpretation.l8 It would, of course,

granted to the Orthodox Church

were subject to ammendment and i

be Catholic Hapsburg interpretation, and the end of any religious

" rights for tne Orthodox.
Yet, try as they might, the Austrians could not destroy the

cult of Peter the Great, which had become so firmly established
smong the Slavs. The harsh restrictions imposed upon the Serbs by

Austrie made them look towards Russia, and the relative weakness of



Peter's immediate heirs only served to heighten his image in the

eyes of the people. However, the most importent aspects of the cult
would be its effects on the futures of Russia and the Balkans; Peter
hed begun the first, continuous relations between;Russia and the Slavs}9
Russia had accepted the roie of Champion of the Serbs, based on their
common ethnic and religious ties. This role would become the Russian
policy of Pan-Slavism, and would be an important consideration in

the Eastern Question of the nineteenth and twentieth cehturiesf Peter's
relationship with the Orthodox Slavs marked the beginning of Russian,
and later Soviet interest in the Balken peninsula. A1l of these

things would come ébout, beceuse through the Slavs' worship of Peter

the Great, both he and Russiz would become tied to the Serbian

movement for liberation from the Ottoman conquerors and the religious

persecution of the Hapsburg monarchy.
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