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Introduction

Figuer 1. The feast of Charles V of France for Emperor
Charles VI. (Divonne, Maillard)




During the reign of Pope Clement VI (1342-1352) his cardinal Annibaldo
Annibaldi hosted a grand feast with Clement as the guest of honor. This feast
was a very ostentatious affair. In the eyes of a twentieth century historian it
seems innappropriate in the context of fourteenth century famine and disease.
Europe was struggling to survive. So why would someone host such a lavish
display while so many others were dying? | will argue that the answer is that
feasting was a tool used by the wealthy and powerful to display their wealth and
power and their position in the social hierarchy of the middle ages. Feasting was
also an intrinsic part of the Christian religion and therefore was common practice
for the upper class of the secular world and the spiritual one. Contemporaries of
Annibaldo Annibaldi's feast were not likely to havé remarked on this feast as
anything out of the ordinary. While some did disapprove of a papal lifestyle of
excess, this feast was remarkable to men of the time only for its grandeur, not
for its timing.

This paper will explore the context for this feast that seems so out of
place from a twentieth century viewpoint. What were the coﬁditions Europe was
facing in the mid-fourteenth century? Why was the papacy in Avignon and how
did this affect the displays of power the curia chose to use? Who was criticizing
the popes and what were they saying? What role did feasting play in medieval
society? These will be the questions this paper will answer in order to
understand how Cardinal Annibaldo Annibaldi could host such a feast in a time

of dearth.



Life in the middle ages was difficult for everyone, but the mid-fourteenth
century was more difficult than most. Those of high as well as low status
suffered during this period. This was particularly true for the popes. During the
centuries after the adoption of Christianity by Constantine, the papacy gradually
accrued power and influence in the secular world. By the eleventh century Pope
Gregory VI had hit the pinnacle of papal power and claimed to have the ultimate
authority on earth. He came into conflict with temporal rulers because of this
claim. In the thirteenth century Pope Boniface VIIl again came into conflict with
temporal leaders as he attempted to expand and enforce the power of the pope
as monarch. He was physically imprisoned and beaten by the king of France's
men, demonstrating that the popes had claimed more power than they
exercised. This weakness was evident in the papacy’s move to Avignon. They
were driven from Rome by civil war, which they could do nothing to control, and
challenged by two governments, those of France and England, who were
becoming quite powerful. The papacy was effectively ostracized.

While the papacy struggled the rest of Europe was suffering problems of
its own. Famine devastated Europe in 1315 as the result of bad weather and
continued to be a problem for three consecutive years. It recurred off and on for
the rest of the century. Bad weather destroyed crops and drowned draft animals.
Fields could not be ploughed and little seed existed to plant in those that could.
Such crops as could be harvested often rotted before they could be used,

leaving people starving before the new crop could ripen.



Then, in 1347 the Black Plague made landfall in Italy when traders and
soldiers fled the disease in the Crimea, taking ship for Europe. This virulent
disease spread quickly and carried off as much as one hundred percent of the
population in some areas. People were weak from lack of food and the disease
had no barriers to its destructive power. People were so afraid of catching the
disease that they let dead bodies rot in the street rather than risk infection to
bury them.

The papacy was not immune to this crisis and it played its part in
comforting the grieving by issuing universal absolution to some towns so that the
dying would not lose their chance to go to heaven. But not all looked on the
papacy as beneficent. Before and during the fourteenth century many people
questioned the extravagant lifestyle of those living at the papal court. Groups of
dissenters grew around strong leaders who shared a similar belief: The pope
should live in poverty as Jesus and his apostles had. The authority of the pope
was questioned because he strayed from what these groups believed was the
one true way to salvation; poverty. The pope, his cardinals and curia
functionaries adopted temporal wealth and pleasure and not the life of apostolic
poverty and therefore they could not be saved and did not have the authority to
run the church. The literati of the time also felt that the papacy was too
excessive and had strayed from their rightful place as God's servants on earth.
During the fourteenth century men like Petrarch and Dante voiced their feelings

in their writing.




Critics of papal excess criticized feasting by the popes and their court. But
feasting had been too important a tradition in the temporal and religious world to
be given up. Throwing feasts for many guests was a way to show power and
influence and put others in one's debt. Feasting commemorated special events
such as battles won and weddings celebrated.

Feasting became a part of Christianity when Jesus broke bread with his
apostles the night before he was crucified. Feasting to commemorate his birth
and his parents, and eventually other saints, became a part of the medieval
calendar. Feasting and fasting became intrinsic to Christianity. Only those
outside orthodox Christianity would try to stop the servants of God on earth from
practicing this basic Christian office, especially when it was held more for
personal glory than for the glory of God.

One such feast was held by Cardinal Annibaldo Annibaldi during the reign
of Clement VI as pope. This feast was notable to modern historians for its
juxtaposition to the hunger and death that were ravaging the continent. To
contemporaries it was remarkable for its magnificence, which can be seen by the
detail with which it was recorded. To this historian it seems an odd time to be
feasting friends while so many others were dying, but did contemporaries who
knew of the meal ever question it? It seems they did not. It would have been
unusual if they had and would have aroused suspicion of heretical ideas.
Feasting was an integral part of life for the élite of the middle ages. One more

feast, no matter how fabulous, would not raise many eyebrows.



The magnitude and timing of Cardinal Annibaldo Annibaldi’s feast gives
us a clue into the placs of feasting in medieval society. Despite the criticism of
the pope’s lavish lifestyle he did not abstain from this feast because feasting was
too valuable a tool to be eschewed no matter what the circumstances outside.
Feasting, along with other displays of wealth, were used to show one’s place in
the power structure of medieval society.

In order to understand how feasting functioned as a tool of wealth and
power it is important to know the etiquette and ritual that went along with it.
Power and wealth were displayed not only through the grandeur of the setting
and the elegance of the food, but through the smooth performance of the event
by those who served it. Panters cut the bread used as trenchers. Cupbearers
made sure no one had an empty cup. Carvers knew how to carve any meat and
did so in front of the guests. The cook, the steward and the chamberlain all
played their part in the effective display without ever being seen. And social
etiquette was honed to a fine point when it came to the seating arrangements

and who got the best quality salt and bread.
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Chapter 1
The Move To Avignon

Before the famine and the plague descended on Europe, the papal court
moved from Rome to Avignon. This move was the result of pressures outside the
curia and forced the pope to separate himself from his seat of power. The popes
of Avignon used feasting as a tool, long employed by popes to demonstrate their
wealth and power, as a continuation of, or connection to, that power based in
Rome. The fourteenth century was such a troubled time for the papacy that they
needed feasting and other displays of wealth and power to bolster their status
and lay claim to the power their position as Christ's vicar had always held.

The reasons behind the papal move to Avignon were complex. Political
maneuvering by the king of France came into direct conflict with the papacy
under Boniface VIII. Their quarrel culminated in the movement of the entire curia
from its ancestral seat of power in Rome to Avignon. It was Pope Clement V in
1305 who moved court. The move, originally meant to be temporary, lasted for
about seventy years'. The move was precipitated not so much by Clement as by
his predecessor, Boniface VIl (1294-1 303).2 Boniface was the last in a series of
popes to promote papal monarchy: The idea that the pope is the ultimate head
of all matters temporal and spiritual.’ What Boniface failed to calculate was the

reaction of the centralizing governments in Europe, especially that of Phillipe le

! G. Mollat, The Popes of Avignon: 1305-1378, (Thomas Nelson and Sons Publishing, London) 1963 pg.
Xvii.

2Joseph Lynch, The Medieval Church; A Brief History, (Longman, London) 1992 pg. 320.

3 Warren Hollister, Medieval Europe, a Short History 7th ed., (McGraw-Hill inc. New York) 1994 pp 234~
235
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Bel (the fair) of France. Phillipe countered Boniface's declaration of sovereignty
with his own declaration that Boniface was a heretic.* Phillipe called Boniface to
trial and eventually captured him at his palace at Anagni. Boniface was freed by
locals in the town but died soon afterward.® The capture of a pope by a secular

ruler symbolized the limits of papal influence on the monarchs of Europe.

The

authority the pope
wielded, from the
time of the first
pope, was based
on the belief that

the popes were

the direct Figure 3 Papal palace in Avignon (Holmes)

successors of St. Peter, called the Bishop of Rome, to whom Christ had given
the keys to heaven, symbolizing the leadership of the church. As the early
church evolved in the middle ages, canon lawyers trained in the writings of the
bible and the church fathers, gave that voluntary belief system a legal definition,
calling the pope the “universal bishop” of the church.®

Over time these lawyers created a papal law court, separate and distinct

from those courts presided over by lay leaders. They also formed a complex

* Jeffrey Russell, A History of Medieval Christianity: Prophecy and Order, (Harlan Davidson inc. Illinois)
1968 pg. 169.

3 Hollister, pg 235.
6Lynch, pg. 315








{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



