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Preface

While contemplating research on the Jews of Morocco, I
was pleased to find that others before me, not all of
Moroccan origin, had been interested enough to write on the
subject. I was perusing the book stacks at UCSB’s Davidson
library when I noticed two identical coéies of a book on
Morocco. Almost with conviction, I picked one. Ruffling the
pages, I thought my eyes were deceiving me when I noticed
something vaguely reminiscent of a green paper I had knan,
before returning to the University to resume my studies.
Imagine my surprise at the sight of a crisp and smooth one
hundred dollar bill neatly tucked into the pages of a book
that had not been checked out of the library for four
yeérs. Inspired by this ominous encouragement, I proceeded
to read on. I %as quickly drawn in by a wealth of cultural,
historical, and folkloric resources on the Jews of Morocco.
Turning each page has been like the discovery of . .a
veritable treasure trove. There is still much more to be
learned and written about the Jews of Morocco. What follows
are some conclusions based on my preliminary findings which

)

I hope to further explore in the near future.




My interest in pursuing research on the Jews of
Morocco is rooted in my membership in that community. As a
Moroccan Jew, I had a personal and intellectual interest in
understanding why the Jews left Morocco en masse in the
1950s and 60s. I was a Jewish Moroccan child whose parents
felt compelled to emigrate by the same forces that uprooted
a quarter of a million Jews from Morocco after the 1950s
and 60s. Having grown up mostly outside of Morocco, I was
never entirely satisfied with the reasons given to explain
the mass emigration of Morocco’s Jews. I therefore seized
the opportunity, when it presented itself, to seek some
answers of my own. The scope of this research project is
intended to serve as a preliminary step to further
exploration.

In cohducting my research, I was often surprised by
the commonalities and the prevalence of copacetic
relationships that often existed between Jews and Muslims
in Morocco and elsewhere in the Muslim world, until well
into this century. One must be cautious not to exaggerate
areas of commonalities, nor to minimize the abyss that
generally divides Jews and Muslims. It is too easy however,
although misleading, to succumb to the polarized énd
simplistic portrayals of Muslims and Muslim-Jewish

relations, or lack thereof, that have emerged in the




popular media in the years since the Iranian revolution,
the Intifada, the Gulf war and most recently the Arab-
Israeli peace process.

Although in Morocco Jews and Arabs ultimately went
their separate ways, there are valuable lessons to be
gleaned from the options they had and the choices they made
that led to their separation. In the case of Morocco, a
number of factors, objective and subjective, contributed to
the Jews’ departure.

Within the United States, primary sources on Morocco
are scant. The best and largest archival resources on
Jewish life in Morocco are located in France, Israel and
Morocco. Being unable to visit these for the project at
hand, I have had to rely, perhaps unduly, upon the primary
sources of others, such as Michael Laskier and Andre
Chouraqui.. |

The archives of the AJJDC provided limited but useful
general information on some of the economic and political
support it offered the Jewish community. I am grateful to
Amy Shuter, the assistant archivist at the American Joint
Jewish Distribution Committee in New York, for facilitating

my archival research.



I would like to thank the University of California at
Santa Barbara for a SPUR research grant making possible my
archival research in New York and Washington D.C.

The National Archives in Washington D.C. contained
State Department reports, newspaper and other periodical
clippings on the precarious situation of the Jews of
Morocco as events unfolded. Overall, they typically reveal
a reluctance on the part of the American consulate and
other U.S. officials in Morocco to intervene on behalf of
the Jews or to bring pressure on the Moroccan government
for humanitarian reasons.

I would like to thank Professors Harold Marcuse, Jon
Glickstein, Nancy Gallagher and Albert Lindemann and others
too numerous to mention in the History department at UC
Santa Barbara. Their teaching was exemplary, and their
guidance indispensable to the realizatién of this project.
Ultimately, only I am accountable for any ofbits
deficienciés.

I am grateful‘for the time generously provided by
Sylvia Curtis and Sylvelin Edgerton, undoubtedly UC Santa
Barbara’s most dedicated.librarians. I am especially
indebted to Sylvia Curtis for her boundless patience, that

can only be characterized as saintly. Her genuine warmth



and contagious optimism were a pleasant contribution to my

intellectual adventure.

Abstract

For 2500 years, there has been a continual Jewish
presence in Morocco since the arrival of the Phoenicians in
the sixth century B.C;E. For 1200 years under Islamic rule,
since the sixth century C.E., the Jews have lived under the
protection of the Quranic law of the dhimmi as "people of
the book." More recently they have benefited from a special
relationship with the Sultans of the Sherifian dynasty
since the 1600's.

From 1948 to the late 1960s, the majority of the
250,000 Jews of Morocco abandoned the.country en masse.
Unlike previously, there was no war, famine or disease, yet
the community nearly disappeared overnight. I propose to
examine'the roots and causes of the exodus that brought an

end to the unigue 1200-year relationship between Moroccan

Jews and Muslims and to the 2500 year-old presence of North

African Jewry.
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Introduction

At its zenith, the Jewish population in North Africa
reached half a million. At the end of World War II, a
little over 200,000 Jews were living in Morocco. This
figure represented approximately 2.4% of a total population
of 8.6 million. At the time, 325,000 Europeans were living
in Morocco, of which 266,000 were French. The remaining 8
million people were Muslims (see table 1). The first-
scientific population census was conducted by the French in
1947. Consequently, researchers such as Andre Chouraqui
consider population figures prior to 1947 to be tentative.
What is certain, however,'ié that within a generation after
World War II, the Jewish community of Morocco had virtually
disappeared. By 1978 fewer than 20,000 Jews remained. °*
Today, there are fewer than 3,000 Jews living in Morocco.

My aim has been to ascertain the roots of discontént
and to isolate the internal and external causes leading to

the dissolution of Moroccan Jewry in the decades following

World War II. In the pages that follow, I will attempt to
delineate some of the more salient features of Maghribi
Jewry's history; It is my contention that a number of

facﬁors, sometimes but not always related, combined to



ultimately make the dissolution of Moroccan Jewry an
inevitable outcome.

From the beginning of their relationship with the Muslim
majority, since the seventh century, the Jews of Morocco
found themselves in a difficult position which they sought
to mitigate or entirely overcome. The 1,300 year-old status
of dhimmi stigmatized the Jews as social inferiors who did
not equally share in the political rights enjoyed by their
Muslim compatriots. This reality created a mindset that
persisted even after the abolition of the dhimmi status in
the twentieth century. It was a contributing factor to
Jewish emigration. .

The establishment of the Protectorate by France in 1912
brought western culture in full force tq'the shores of
Morocco. The event radically altered the fabric of Moroccan
society andvhad long-term repercussions, creating tension
between Jews, Muslims and European Christians.

World War II and French rule under the Vichy government
accentuated Moroccan Jews’ precarious position as

scapegoats and victims of antisemitic legislation and

occasional violence.
; {

The creation of the State of Israel intensified tensions
throughout the Muslim world including Morocco. It

contributed to the desire of many Jews to leave Morocco by
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providing a new destination for emigration. Until the
emergence of the State of Israel, emigration was neither a
viable nor desirable option for most.

The success of Morocco’s struggle for independence in
1956 reshuffled the deck for Muslim-Jewish relations. It
added a renewed urgency to the push towards emigration.

Restricted emigration as a result of Pan-Arabism and the
anti-Zionism that emerged from it, further intensified the
desire to emigrate. |

What role did the iﬁfluences of colonialism play in
Morocco during and after the French Protectorate between
1912 and 19562 To what extent was Arab nationalism
responsible for the ambivalence and malaise within the
Jewish community? Did the Jewish community unwittingly play
a role in its own dissolutioﬁ? The creation of the State of

Israel is only a partial answer which complicated Jewish-

Muslim relations in ‘Morocco.

A number éf possible explanations have been offered
for the dissélution of the Jewish communities of North
Africa, known as the Maghrib (usually referring to Tunisia,
Algeria and Morocco, thdughlthe term is occasionally used
to include Libya). Most remain inconclusive aﬁd-
conjectural. Until recently, much infoimation and academic

research was limited to the personal recollections of
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