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Abstract

Japanese culture rapidly assimilated Western technology
once an American embassy forced officials to open the country
for trade on Western terms. Due to the unique treatment of
Japan by Anglo-American Imperial powers and Japan's quick
rise from a feudal state to an Imperial Asian power, how
Anglo-Americans viewed the Japanese was significant to their
respective foreign policies. In spite of the dramatic
response that was instigated by Western contact, relatively
few analysis have dealt with how Anglo-Americans viewed the
samurai, the ruling class of Japan in both the feudal and
modern states, and what they thought of the abolition of
samurai status by the samurai themselves. There are two
aspects to Anglo-American perception of the samurai. First,
they viewed the samurai as akin to European knights;
describing them as hostile, pompous, ineffective, and semi-
Secondly, in accordance with late nineteenth

civilized.

century concepts of state evolution, the samurai class had to

be abolished in order for Japan to progress. Moreover,

Anglo-Americans were actively involved in the abolition

process.
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Clara and her brother Willis before the
Whitneys left Newark for Tokyo in 1875.
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Rear Admiral George Henry Preble, U.S.N., in 1882
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Commodore Matthew C. Perry after his return from Japan. Photograph by Brady
(Courtesy Library of Congress)
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Katsu, third from right, as a naval
magistrate and other high-ranking
officials in the service of the shogun-
ate during its last days. The foreigner
is the American envoy 'Va]kenburgh.

O Itsu dressed for an audience with emperor, c.
1909.

G. H. Verbeck and son with samurai students in Nagasaki in the early 1860s.
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Anglo-American Perception
of Samurai
in the Meiji Restoration

Nineteenth-century Japan was an enigma to Western
countries because it appeared to have a firmly established
and enforced isolation policy. Here was a country that
voluntarily held itself aloof from world affairs even though
it was rumored to be rich and cultured. Furthermore, it
successfully rebuked all Western diplomatic entreaties that
Japan extensively open up to world trade and reciprocal
relations. Nevertheless, in 1853, an American embassy forced
Japanese officials to agree to limited government regulation
of trade and open friendly foreign relations with American
government and merchants. This action shook Japan's

governmental, social, and cultural institutions and heralded

the advent of Westernization. Because of the unique

treatment of Japan by Anglo-American Imperial powers, how

these powers viewed the Japanese was significant to their

respective foreign policies. Yet, in spite of the dramatic

changes instigated by enforced Western contact, especially

Japan's assimilation of Western technology, relatively few

studies have dealt with how Anglo-Americans viewed samurai

and the abolition of the samurai status in Meiji Japan.

Moreover, American and British perceptions and involvement in
this transitory phase, from a feudal to modern state, has

been given scant attention.
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There were two aspects to Anglo-American perceptions of
the samurai, the ruling class of Japan both before and after
the transition. First, Anglo-Americans viewed the samurai as
akin to European knights; they described them as semi-
civilized, hostile, pompous, and ineffective. Secondly, in
accordance with mid-nineteenth-century concepts of state
evolution, Americans and Britons believed that the samurai
class had to be abolished in order for Japan to progress.
The Anglo-Americans became, accordingly, actively involved in
the abolition process. Ultimately these issues will be
discussed in-depth, but, a brief account of the Meiji
Restoration here will provide the foundation for an analysis
of Anglo-American involvement in the abolition of samurai

status.

BACKGROUND
Tokugawa Government and Society

In 1853, Japanese government was conducted through the
feudal Tokugawa polity. Theoretically, federal
administration was handled through the Tokugawa government
which was called the bakufu. However, in reality Japan was a
l1and divided into over 260 individual countries that combined
into a loose Co-federation under Tokugawa, or bakufu,

leadership.! Each domain had an individual lord, called a

daimyo, that controlled every aspect of the domain's

resources, laws, boundaries, culture, and military.

Consequently, each domain's governmental and social
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infrastructure varied according to the lord's, or daimyo's,
will. Despite individual differences, the fundamental social
and governmental structures remained intact throughout the
East Asian archipelago.

The primary basis of society was justified through a
Confucian ideology of classification; samurai, farmer,
artisan or craftsman, and merchant were the status groups of
the system. To begin, the samurai class was the social elite
that was responsible for protection, bureaucratic controls,
and governance. The farmer, although often the poorest of
the classes, enjoyed the second highest status. Confucian
rationale stated that because farmers were the most
productive members of the common folk and provided the
staples of society, their work should be more highly esteemed
than that of any other commoner. Although the artisan and
merchant were interconnected, the former was commissioned
with a higher status than the latter because of his special
skills. Hence, the merchant was left with the lowest
recognized status although he could become the wealthiest
member of the populace. The income of a particularly

successful merchant rivaled or even superseded that of a

samurai lord's.

vet there was one class that was not accounted for
within this structure, the nobility. Philosophically, the
nobles were of the highest rank because of their close blood

relationship to the emperor. (Myth held the emperor as the

‘direct descendant of the sun goddess - who founded Japan.)
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In addition, the emperor was theoretically the ultimate
authority on Japanese government, culture, and interests.
The Tokugawa bakufu, then, supposedly existed under the
supervision of the emperor. However, this was not the case.
The reality was that the emperor was manipulated by Tokugawa
officials and acceded to their whims, often without

expressing any desire to be kept informed of the governmental :

affairs undertaken under his authorization. Thus before the
American embassy's arrival, government was conducted in the
name of the emperor through the soldiers of the state, rather
than through the nobles.

As the ruling class, samurai conducted all higher
bureaucratic functions during the Tokugawa era. It is
important to understand samurai class origins and structure
because within these spheres lie the roots of disaffection
with Tokugawa rule. Initially, the samurai were solely a
warrior class under the administration of the nobility.
However, during the twelfth century, the samurai gradually
usurped power from the aristocracy. There was a definite
class distinction between noble and warrior that was
consistently maintained through out the history of Japan,
including the Tokugawa era. Because of the status system the
Tokugawa era boasted two capitals: the cultural capital, with

the seat of the emperor in Kyoto, and the governmental

capital, with the head of the bakufu in Edo.
The head of the Tokugawa state was the shogun. The

shogun was the most powerful daimyo and was the highest
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governmental authority in Japan. His administrative system
was based upon two types of counselors, senior and junior,
who were chosen from daimyo who descended from those who were
faithful and were trusted by the first Tokugawa shogun around
1600. These officials were styled inner lords, whose
function was to develop and enact policies, legislation, and
rulings over all daimyo. Any daimyo who descended from the
circle of those who had opposed the first Tokugawa shogun
were classified as outer lords. These daimyo were
consistently barred from the shogun's administration.

In order to ensure the loyalty of all daimyo, the first
shogun, Tokugawa Ieyasu, established the tradition of
alternate attendance. This simply meant that at all times
half of the daimyo were in residence in Edo and the other
half were living in their respective domains. Moreover,
Tokugawa Ieyasu further consolidated his power through
implementing the requirement that the daimyo's immediate
and heirs were to be housed in Edo at all times. By

family

the 1850's, these policies had left nearly all samurai lords

so significantly indebted that they had only a marginal hope

of ever obtaining a balanced budget for their domain.

One feature of Tokugawa government and society stands

out: that of hierarchy. The classifications and divisions of

both government and society placed every individual in a

superior or inferior status, determined by their position in

relation to others. It was a triangle based hierarchy whose

apex was the emperor. By the same token, the foundation for

e R Ly
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the internal strife that would culminate in the Meiji
Restoration was laid because of the fact that the emperor,
not the shogun, was theoretically the ultimate authority in
Japan. Another aspect of this hierarchy concerned the
internal divisions within the samurai class. The traditional
acceptance of this structure was already being eroded, but
the challenge had yet to build to the point that it
represented a thorbuéh’attack on traditional institutions.
However, American action would stimulate this challenge and

threaten the already fragile institutional balance existing

in Japan.

A part of this balance was the legitimacy of the
Tokugawa government. The samurai accepted Tokugawa rule
because of its perceived strength of authority over foreign

powers. When Tokugawa Ieyasu established his government in

seventeenth century Japan he had the military and

technological power to enforce his desire of restricted

international trade. Tokugawa Ieyasu maintained traditional

trade relations with Japan's neighboring countries, such as

China and Korea, but restricted European trade to the Dutch.

All other Western countries were denied access to Japanese

trade and relations because of Tokugawa Ieyasu's desire to

regulate Western influence within Japanese society. While

trade was open to Asian neighbors and the Dutch, both were

only authorized to conduct commerce in the port of Nagasaki.

Thus, the Tokugawa government had a strict, advisory role in

international trade that consolidated and strengthened its
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authority over the daimyos. Aside from legitimizing Tokugawa
government, these facts highlight that even though Anglo-
Americans consistently refer to Japan as an isolated country,
in fact, it was not. Instead, foreign relations followed
traditional trade routes and limited relations with

nontraditional and Western trade through the Dutch.

Problems with Tokugawa Governance

T —

Although the Tokugawa government had existed in peace

NG T T S

for over 250 years, its policies of limited foreign relations

and tradition had led to political stagnation and increasing

T

popular discontent. One crucial signifier of the

deteriorating effectiveness of Tokugawa rule was the

increasing number and the escalating violence of social
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uprisings. These included the lower class samurai's

agitation for a stronger emphasis on meritocracy, as distinct

from hereditary rank as a criteria for advancements in

government. In fact, these samurai agitators would

eventually comprise a large portion in the movement against

the bakufu. &

A major problem within the governmental structure itself ?

was its ineffectual enforcement of most bakufu desires.

Because of the great autonomy of the individual daimyos

within their respective domains, bakufu policies were not g

necessarily implemented. Moreover, the economic strain of

the Tokugawa alternate attendance policy, coupled with the

traditional burden of daimyo responsibility for stipends to
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samurai under their jurisdiction, led to increasing
disaffection with Tokugawa authority. The end result was a
significantly financially overburdened class over which the
government had little control and which was ready and willing
to necessitate change.

Another attribute wearing away at the bakufu's power was
the increasing realization within Japan of Western
technological superiority. Before the arrival of Commodore
perry's fleet, a minority of daimyos did advocate Japan's
incorporation of Western military and education. Inefact;,
the bakufu had setup schools where authorized Western
material could be taught. So there already was a movement
underway to assimilate certain aspects of Western culture
before Perry's arrival. Upon that arrival, this movement
would gather force and help undermine the traditional value
system and authority of the Tokugawa government.

By 1853, the atmosphere in Japan was ripe for internal

upheaval. Many Japanese were no longer satisfied with their

feudal institutions and some were prepared to utilize any

national crisis to push forward new and Western influenced

social programs.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE MEIJI RESTORATION

In the mid-nineteenth century, Japanese society

experienced the peginning of the end of the Tokugawa era. In

fifteen years, from 1853 to 1868, one government collapsed

and a new government was begun. Not only was there a change
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of power but there was also a change of ideology. Within the
turmoil of what has become known as the Meiji Restoration,
the Japanese abandoned their feudal establishments and
embarked on a path toward modernization. The catalyst for
this restoration movement was an American embassy in July
1853. Commodore Matthew C. Perry was sent by President
Filmore to persuade the Japanese to open their ports to
American trade on American terms. In short, Filmore's letter
and Perry's dramatic entrance into Uraga harbor were little
more than veiled threats of Western aggression to pressure
the Japanese into complying with the proposed friendship
treaty. At this point, the ruling government's incapacitates
became blatant, which in turn set off a political, and

ultimately, a national crisis.

Major Events Leading to Restoration

The first major event leading to the Meiji Restoration

lay in the arrival of the American expedition of 1853. W.G.

Beasley has noted that

[Perry's] gunboat diplomacy... produced in Japan an upsurge of emotion

greater than any that had been aroused by domestic issues... Moreover,

the humiliation at the hands of the West precipitated struggle and
hen men questioned the efficiency of

controversy. The struggle arose w.
ders, especially their ability to defend Japan; and it

the country's lea

brought to the surface many of the latent divisions in the national

polity..- The controversy concerned both short-term diplomatic issues
but it had a single, central thread: the

and long-term cultural ones,
extent to which Japan must abandon custom in order to save herself.?

ing a treaty from the Japanese thus

began the internal crisis of government and precipitated a

movement to overthrow the Tokugawa government.

At first, there was widespread resentment and anger over
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the American's bullying tactics and many of the samurai
desired war with the West. However, after the British
bombing of Kagoshima and Shimonoseki, in 1863 and 1864, the
majority of samurai became convinced that war with the West
would be disastrous for Japan, possibly ending in
colonization. This perception cooled tempers, leading
Japanese samural to back off from a confrontation with the
West that it would have inevitably lost. In place of war
with the West, rebellious and reform-minded samurai strove to
balance Japan's need to modernize with traditional Japanese
culture.

Once the bakufu was pressured to agree to open Japan,
there emerged a minority sect that called for revoking the
treaty with America because the emperor had not sanctioned
the abandonment of the traditional policy. Increasingly,
there developed an alliance between domains against the

bakufu, the leaders consisting of the domains of Choshu,

Satsuma, and Tosa, and the Imperial Court. This alliance was

accomplished by 1866, and from this point on there was an

ideological and military push to both reinstate the emperor

as head of the government and dissolve the Tokugawa bakufu.

These aims were achieved on January 3, 1868.3

Abolition of Samurai Status

The abolition of samurai status was not quickly

executed. Instead, it was a gradual displacement and then

abolition of the feudal institutions that established and
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sanctioned a warrior class. Samurai status was abolished
through a series of governmental reforms that spanned
approximately 6 years, from 1871-1877. Meiji officials chose
to take major steps that would affect samurai lifestyle the
most - abolition of the han and daimyo, wearing of swords,
and receiving of stipends - at different times. The first
step towards abolition of samurai status came with the edict
that officially abolished the han and daimyo, in an Imperial
Decree of August 29th, 1871.4¢ The measure was a part of the
Meiji government's plan to modernize and centralize federal
government by destroying the feudal organization of land and

authority. This edict divested the daimyo of responsibility

for their domain, surrendered the domain up to the state, and
broke up the retainer bonds of samurai warriors who served

therein. While most daimyo immediately lost all governmental

authority, there were a few that maintained governance oOver

their domain for a short period thereafter. However, within

a year all daimyo had lost all control over what had been

their traditional home and land. Furthermore, in accordance

with this edict, the domain was renamed as a prefecture of

the Japanese government and ex-daimyo were ordered to reside

in Tokyo, previously Edo. Residence in Tokyo was not an

original act, recall the alternate attendance system, but the

fact that ex-daimyo no longer had their traditional home and

revenue did represent a dramatic change. The act of 1871

thereby centralized government in both authority and

territory. The abolishment of the han and daimyo
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disenfranchised samurai from their administrative rights and
territorial allegiances over the land and people within a

domain. This was imperative to abolishing a privileged

status group.

Samurai status was further diminished through the
implementation of a conscription based army in accordance
with the Conscription Act of 1873.5 This act partially
nullified traditional justification for the samurai class
because, now, any and all male members of society who desired
could become a soldier for the state. Previously, soldiers
could only come from the samurai class.

Concurrent with these decrees, there occurred an
overhaul of the samurai class system through simplification

of hierarchy and a reduction of stipends for the samurai.
Recalling the fact that the feudal class structure was based

upon a Confucian ideal of four classes, the government sought

to simplify and modernize Japan's social structure into three

classes: nobles, warriors, and commoners.é Moreover, within

the samurai class itself there was a consolidation of ranks.

ucratization of the samurai, widening the gap

This increased the burea
d the rest, and drove many families to seek

between officeholders an
agriculture or commerce. It therefore went some

additional income from
way toward dismantling the privileges of the samurai as a class, though

the power structure was almost unchanged.?

Congruent with reduced social structure was government

avocation in the decrease of annual stipends for the samurai.

Status simplification allowed the government to reduce the

amount of money provided for samurai, thus, gradually

relieving itself of the financial burden of the feudal



Anglo-American Perception of Samurai in the Meiji Restoration Windsor 13
system. In 1876, the government ceased paying stipends to
members of the samurai class altogether,® compensating the
samurai's loss through the disbursement of bonds to them. 1In
addition, the samurai were also granted permission to pursue
whatever field or trade they wished. Heretofore, the
merchant career path had been illegal for the samurai to
pursue because of its degrading status in Confucian ideology.
This measure was developed in response to the desire to have
samurai become more financially self-sufficient. The
revamping of the social and fiscal structure of the samurai

class furthered the deterioration of samurai status.
In addition, another edict was made in 1871 that granted

the samurai permission, if they so chose, not to wear their

swords in public.? Prior to this edict it had been illegal

for a samurai to venture in public without his sword. The

sword stood as a symbol of the samurai's social superiority

and its public display was a privilege reserved for warrior

class members. Five years later in 1876, Meiji officials

abolished this privilege altogether.'0 Thus samurali warriors

were deprived of the main visual and symbolic marker of their

status.

Together, these governmental acts brought about not only

the abolition of feudalism but also the disintegration of

samurai status. They abolished all recognition of the

superior status and privileges of the samurai. Of course,
these measures did not go uncontested. There were a number

of rebellions, the largest and the last against the Meiji



Anglo-American Perception of Samurai in the Meiji Restoration Windsor 14
government being the Satsuma rebellion of 1877. "In these
years, discontent among samurai was mounting because of
pension commutation, prohibition of sword wearing, and
because of the feeling that their class no longer had a
future as an independent class of privileged warriors."!
However, the government crushed the Satsuma rebellion,
effectively defusing mass resistance to the governmental
measures against the samurai. By the end of 1877 there was

no longer any official recognition of a samurai class.

SCHOLARLY RESEARCH ON THE RESTORATION

Albert Craig's book Choshu in the Meiji Restoration

explores the reasons why the Choshu domain, or han, acted and

became a leading force in the Meiji Restoration movement when

other domains could not. Craig attributed the Tokugawa

e to the influence of the Choshu domain. Craig

collaps
focused on the internal structures of the han expressed

through political, social, and financial organizations and

situations. He found that Choshu was different polltlcally

in that it had always been anti-Tokugawa; different socially

in that its ruling household had strong associations with the

‘known for championing his causes; and

emperor and was

that the han had a strong economic

;gamebnationally involved

towards the

Choshu
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samurai also had higher morale since their finances were in
better condition than that of their peers. And because of
the fact that the government of the han encouraged more
internal competition than others did, which resulted in an
abler administration. Thus, the Choshu han was in a strong
position to take a leading role in the restoration movement.

-Craig further outlines the internal conditions of Japan
and shows why Western aggression could precipitate a crisis
within the Tokugawa government. He revealed that the
Japanese relationship with the West, after Perry's arrival,

was fraught with tension and suspicion owing to the West's

threat to invade. But samurai were also intrigued by the new

and advanced technology from the West and sought to

incorporate its use in the military education of the samurai.
However, Craig's primary focus remained on how the Choshu

domain became intertwined with the crisis of the Tokugawa

government.
While Craig's focus illuminated the development and

execution of the revolutionary movement in Choshu, he was
more cursory in his treatment of both Western motives and
Tokugawa response. In his history of the Choshu domain,

Craig limited himself to a singl
t Still, although Craig does not

e dimension of the

on process of samurai as a whole,
.on was not so much a
f them in order to

ion process.

Al1NcaAa
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Based on this argument, Craig would agree that while the
status structure was dismantled, the core values and beliefs
of the system were carried over into the modern age.

In contrast, Marius B. Jansen approached the Meiji
Restoration movement through the study of an individual,
Sakamoto Ryoma, who becomes emblematic of how individuals
reacted and were involved in the restoration process. Jansen
chose Sakamoto because he felt that his life, in pérticular,
embodied the true spirit of the restoration. Jansen also
felt Sakamoto was important because he provided a view that,
while influential, was not the center of the restoration

movement. In Sakamoto Ryoma and the Meiji Restoration,

Jansen examines the role of the shishi (young radicals who
were hostile to the opening of the country and remained loyal
to the emperor) and how they affected governmental change.

Jansen evaluates the development of Sakamoto's and the

shishi's perceptions of the West.

He describes their ideas as developing through three

stages. First, there occurred the shishi's utter rejection

of Western influence, taking form in an immature, uninformed

display of contention that expressed disaffection with

Tokugawa government shared by certain sectors of the samurai

class. Secondly, shishi abandoned such ineffectual,

disorganized protest with their growing knowledge and

realization of Western power achieved through trade and other

contact. Finally, the shishi turned to the tactic of

adopting Western technology and education within the Japanese
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cultural context as a means of ensuring Japan's independence,
while rejecting any Western aid in their quest to overthrow
the bakufu. Jansen also juxtaposes these developments
against the transformation of shishi's national governmental
goals. Shishi governmental goals progressed from desiring to
reform the bakufu to a coup d'état of the Tokugawa polity,
and from a policy of conservationism to a policy of rapid
modernization of Japan. The samurai were dissatisfied with

Tokugawa leaders and their theoretical espousal of Confucian

founded meritocracy that they never put into practice. The

development of shishi thought thus outlines the radical

thought of the samurai class and its influence on government.

Craig and Jansen, together, provide a comprehensive

picture of how the Japanese developed in response to Western

threats. Craig's argument relies heavily on the internal

structures and pressures within Japan, although he

acknowledges the importance of Western aggression. Jansen

concerns himself more with the effects of Western contact and

how these contributed to the downfall of the Tokugawa

Although they both attest to the significance of

government .

Commodore perry's actions and the resulting crisis in the

spee‘ficallyﬁtreats Western

Japanese goVv

ss per se. Their
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takes a territorial approach in which he addresses the West
only in regard to how it aided the reactionary current within
Choshu. Jansen, on the other hand, examines the West not
only in terms of the aid it extended to developing
reactionary political thought, but also in terms of how it
helped mold the modernizing trends of the individual
revolutionaries. 1In their different ways both Craig and
Jansen are concerned with how the West affected the internal
dynamics of the rebellious communities in Japan. Even so,
these two texts laid the groundwork for subsequent studies of
Japan's transition to the Meiji period.

In "Japan's Aristocratic Revolution," Smith provides an
interpretation of why the elite abolished their own power
during the Meiji Restoration. Smith compares and contrasts
the ultimate causes and results of revolution within feudal
Japan and feudal Europe, focusing on the way the ruling
classes interacted with each other and with other classes.
Smith's intention was to describe how an aristocratic or

elite revolution took place in Japan, rather than a working

class or plebeian revolution. Smith associates being tied to

the land and class conflict with the existence of an

aristocratic culture as in Europe. He also argues that since

the samurai were not tied to the land or threatened by the

lower classes, they did not establish a high culture. Thus,

they filled their power gap through bureaucracy. The system

that the samurai created was ideologically based on

meritocracy although in practice it was the elite of the
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clite that monopolized the offices. But because the
B ] :
samurai's power base relied on bureaucracy, it was one's
. 1
office, not one's honorary rank or money, that gave one

power . Therefore, since bureaucracy became fixed it caused

jissatisfaction within the samurai class. Dissatisfaction
was especially acute among the lower ranks of the samurai,
poth from those who held low ranks within government and from
those who were excluded from bakufu positions, who felt

slighted because of the unfulfilled promise of meritocracy-

As a result of waning loyalty within the clan structure there

were also dissatisfaction with the system by a few of the

elite samurai officials.
Smith argues that waning loyalty within the clan

structure promoted an aristocratic revolution in Japan. The

loyalty of the lower samurai became a show because they had

lost their personal devotion to the lord of the han. Their

d instead on the effectiveness of the leader.

allegiance reste
Thus, lower ranked samurais' loyalty to the daimyo came to be
replaced by an abstract devotion to the domain or in some

cases to the emperor. The interior system holding Japanese
society together was thus eroding and when the outside threat

of Westernization appeared the Tokugawa government did not

have enough support to withstand the pressure and new ideas.

In Smith's analysis, then, the foundations were inadvertently
laid by the Japanese elite for revolutionafy reform within
its government bgcause of the samurai's meritocratic ideals.

In the end, Smith contrasts an aristocratic revolution
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with a working class revolution. Smith defined a working
class revolution as plebeians who are opposed by the
aristocracy because the nobles do not want to establish a
democracy, and they do not desire any structural changes even
though there was rising dicontent due to rapid modernization.
However, in the aristocratic revolution the elite themselves
sought a more democratic and modern state, thereby
circumventing plebeian agitation. In sum, Smith argues that
the samurai destroy their own power because they previously
held meritocratic, bureaucratic ideals and they embraced

modernized Western culture.
Smith also insists on the hypocrisy of Tokugawa
In his essay "'Merit' as Ideology in the

meritocracy.

Tokugawa Period"”, Smith elaborates on his previous discussion

of aristocratic revolution in its connection with the absence

of meritocracy and how that absence helped the lower ranks of

samurai to justify their revolt. Confucian theory taught

that individuals should be judged on the basis of their

abilities, and not on their blood. In addition, men from
lower ranks often had acquired bette

superiors had becauSEfaﬁﬁ@heﬁhandships that they naturally

r skills than their

had to endure. e contrasted drastically with

the practice

awarded O

started
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was not a new social or governmental system, but rather for
government offices to be filled strictly on the basis of
meritocracy. Furthermore, the conflict between theory and
reality had been a grievance that well antedated the Tokugawa
crisis. For example, Honda Toshiaki (1744-1821) implied that
it was Heaven's wish for only talented and capable men to be
in leadership positions. Smith's final conclusion is that

meritocratic ideal, and the conflict of theory and practice,

was one of the principle impetuses of the restoration.
Smith's research complement's Craig and Jansen's as an

explanation of why the samurai abolished their class status.

Where Craig and Jansen explore the internal and external
pressures of the late Tokugawa era, Smith throws more light
on why an aristocratic revolution took place in Japan.

Still, however influential and enlightening the work of all

of these authors are, they neglect to analyze the Western

viewpoint. They provide a comprehensive picture of events in

Japan and the' Japanese reaction to Westernization, but do not

treat Western impressions or the depth of Western involvement

in the abolition process. Considering all of the credit that

is given to Western countries in Japan's dramatic and rapid

change from a feudal to a modern state, I believe that it is

important to know how the Westerners viewed their own

influence. In addition, perceptions guide foreign policy and

Western perceptions of the Japanese actually checked Western

imperialistic policies. Japan was the only Asian country to

become an imperial power. By 1905 Japan had defeated a
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European power, in the Russo-Japanese War, and thereby took
its place among other Western powers. The West was now
required to take notice of a young but determined Asian
power. Considering this development, Western involvement in
the creation of a state that less than 40 years later would
rival them in power is itself significant. Essential to the
modernization that took place in Japan with Western help was
the abolition of feudalism. A part of the abolition process,

and even crucial to it, was the abolition of samurai status.

ANGLO-AMERICAN PERCEPTION AND INVOLVEMENT WITH SAMURAI

Anglo-Americans viewed the samurai class as
representative of feudal institutions, which they described
as semi-civilized, hostile, pompous, and ineffective. Anglo-
Americans believed that the Japanese would have to abolish
feudal institutions, including the samurai class, if they
were to modernize. Furthermore, Anglo-Americans became
actively involved in the government's efforts to achieve
these reforms.
I will first explore what American preconceptions were
e influential expedition of 1853, and

of the Japanese in th
how their opinions changed upon contact with the Japanese. I
will then turn to perceptions held by Anglo-American
residents in Japan during the years, 1853-1868, towards the
end of establishing a more complete picture of the samurai as

the Anglo-Americans viewed them before the Meiji Restoration

in 1868. These opinions provide the basis upon which the
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Anglo-American government officials residing in early Meiji
Japan would encourage the Japanese government to abolish
samurai status. A discussion of how the American and British
officials raised the issue with the Japanese government will
be provided. Both of these interconnected issues, Anglo-
American perception of samurai and Anglo-American involvement
in the abolition of samurai status, will be subject of a
final analysis of what the abolition of the samurai class

implied for future developments of Japan.

ANGLO-AMERTCAN IMPRESSIONS OF SAMURAI

British and American citizens judged the Japanese

samurai in the nineteenth century on the basis of their own

ideas of civilization and modernity. Further illumination

here is provided by analysis of the opinions of both the

American and British ambassadors and the members of the

general population of these powers who resided in Japan

during its transition to a modern state. The preconceptions

and opinions held by the ambassadors guided how the American

and British governments would conduct their foreign policy

towards the Japanese. Ccitizens' opinions provided

supplemental ideas to the governmental officials and enhance

the overall picture of what Anglo-Americans, in general,

thought.

British and American ambassadors wrote primarily upon

governmental matters. More importantly, their consular

reports only dealt with what they thought was significant for
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These papers thus illuminate the views of Anglo-American
representatives toward samurai involved in Tokugawa
government, policing, and rebellion. Anglo-American
citizen's diaries and journals compliment the government
reports. Unfortunately, contact with samurai officials is
often obscured, glanced over, or not mentioned in these more
private reflections. Anglo-American citizens also quickly
compiled histories of the Meiji Restoration. Because of
their retrospective nature, these books reflect how the
author remembered people and events. Nonetheless, these
texts are another useful source of how the Japanese were
judged by their Anglo-American peers in their first

encounters and transactions with them.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS AND THE FORMATION OF A GENERAL OPINION
Considering that the American expedition of 1852-1856

fostered both Westernization within Japan and further

imperialism among Western nations, the preconceived notions

and first impressions of that expedition's members are

significant for establishing the platform on which succeeding

opinion would puild. Among the crew of the expedition I have

examined Commodore Perry and Lieutenant Preble. Commodore

Matthew Calbraith Perry became the first successful treaty

negotiator since the early seventeenth century to establish a
new set of trade relations with Japan. Consequently, his
attitude and his methods became, for other Western powers, a

model of how to obtain successful treaty arrangements with




Anglo-American Perception of Smaurai in the Meiji Restoration Windsor 25
the Japanese government. During his journey, Perry kept a
journal in which he recorded his thoughts and impressions of
the expedition. Once published, this journal provided the
cornerstone of Western governmental and public opinion of
Japan at this time. 1In addition, Lieutenant George Henry
Preble kept a diary that complements Perry's governmental
viewpoint. Preble's diary, however, was not published until
1962 and thus had no public impact. Nevertheless, Preble's
account exemplified how the common military man of the
expedition viewed the Japanese.

There is an important distinction between Perry and
Preble, one that figures in each of their accounts. Perry
was the recognized ambassador for the United States and
mostly dealt with the high ranking diplomats of the Shogun.
Most members of the expedition, including Lieutenant Preble,
ed with commoners and lower ranked samurai.

primarily associat

The experiences noted in Preble's letters largely reflect how

they were treated by the samurai.

Despite their different experiences, Perry and Preble

both approached Japan believing that they were about to

encounter a civilized and rich nation that voluntarily

excluded itself from world affairs. During the treaty

negotiations these preconceptions gave way to the conclusion

that the Japanese had not evolved in the past 300 years, that

;ﬂéﬁiéﬁal forces still dominated, and that the samurai were

s who particularly embodied all of the characteristics

Westerners associated with the medieval age.
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5

Preconceptions of the Perry Expedition

From the outset Commodore Perry was determined to gain a
treaty arrangement for the American government. His
determination was partly based upon his notions and thoughts
regarding the Japanese government he was about to encounter.

These are indicated in Perry's determination:

B BN o) demagd as a right and not to solicit as a favor those acts of
courtesy which are due from one civilized nation to another; to allow
none of those petty annoyances which have been unsparingly visited upon
those who had preceded me, and to disregard the acts as well as the
threats of the authorities if they in the least conflicted with my own
sense of what was due to the dignity of the American flag. The
question of landing by force was left to be decided by the development

of succeeding events.2

Although Perry perceived the Japanese as a civilized people,

he also made it clear that he would deploy every tactic,

including the use of military might, to invoke from Japanese

officials both the proper respect for America and a desire to

reach a treaty agreement with the United States. Perry's

primary objective was to induce the Japanese government to

seriously consider the treaty proposal, and to force the

Japanese to either accede,to US demands or fight. with the

exception ofighgégggcp@;Peqry presumed the Japanese to be a
( _g;d themselves from Western trade,

gggv;nggd of the benefits of
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American navy.

Perry's expedition had also set sail with the impression
that Japan was a rich country. But this impression was soon
dispelled. "Everyone, the Commodore included remarked on the
meager display and the lack of rich brocades and magnificent
things always associated with our ideas of Japan."!3 Perry's
expedition had thought that Japan would exchange an abundance
of exotic wares that were comparable to the American gifts
representative of new Western technology. However the
expedition was gravely disappointed, in part, because it had

thought the country was filled with gold. "All is not gold

that glitters has a real exemplification. The Golden pillars

and walls of palaces and temples, which have excited the

admiration and wonder of travellers, are but wood and plaster

- gilded."'+ Here, Preble refers to one of the rumors that

attracted Westerners to Japan. Japan was represented by

travelers tales as an amazingly rich country, when in fact,

by Western standards, it was not. The mistaken identity of

the material used for important buildings only served to

highlight this point for the members of the expedition. The

traveler's tales had heightened the expectations of the

wealth that the Americans would find in Japan. Lieutenant

Preble noted on February 28, 1854:

The Japanese are busy putting up a long shed-like 'Palace' for the
reception of the Commodore, which after the negociations [sic] are over
would answer admirable for a coal shed... some of my

looks as if it
messmates who took the travellers romances for gospel are egregiously

gppointad-1§

of the Japanese to produce a significant display
oy

olved the aspirations of the crew to confirm
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travelers tales. Moreover, it dispelled the belief that

Japan was rich with many exotic and impressive items to

trade.

First Impressions and Opinions of the Perry Expedition

The crew of the Japan Expedition recognized the fact
that Japan was not as wealthy as originally had been thought.
The members also came to realize that the country was not as
'‘civilized' as it had presumed. In fact, the American idea
came to be that Japan had stagnated in a state of feudalism.
The following passage highlights the expedition's

disappointed expectations and ensuing criticisms:

Our Purser remarked today that the military and warlike strength and
spirit of the Japanese had long been to Europe like the ghost in a
village church yard, a bug bear and a terror, which it only required
some bolder fellow than the rest to walk up to (us Yankees) and
discover the ghost as nothing but moon shine on the gravestones or a
poor old white horse. Our nation has unclothed the ghost and all the

rest of the world will cry bah, and take advantage of the discovery.'6

Thus Preble abandoned the respect and awe that he had felt

prior to his arrival in Japan. While Preble

for the Japaneseé

was later to categorize the Japanese as semi-civilized, Perry

refrained from using this term.

Perry summarized the Japanese as devious,

In fact,

intelligent, and reticent men who conducted affairs with

specific attention to hospitality. The language he employs

ristics implies both his frustration

to cite these characte
in his efforts to obtain a treaty

and his persistence

tab 1§h;ggigziegdly relations and trade agreements. "No

Y orld exceed the Japanese in politeness and
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courtesy as well to strangers as to each other, and they are
as systematic in that as in all other matters, suiting the
forms of their salutations to the rank and position of the
person saluted.”"'? Here, Perry tempered his praise of the
culture with annoyance with overly ritualized events.
Moreover, he proved to be the equal of the Japanese in their
own game of stubbornness and forms. "Japanese diplomatists

are certainly very pertinacious in holding out. They fall

pack from their advanced positions step by step, preserving

their equanimity, nor do they take offence at any hasty

expression of their opponents."'® In some Sense, then, Perry

admired these people even though he did not fully understand

their customs or necessarily appreciate what he did know.

The main significance in Perry's observations with respect to

future Anglo-American interaction was the maintenance of some

degree of respect for the Japanese. While they were

industrially and technologically behind, Perry did not

undervalue the power and ambition embedded in their

curiosity.

Preble remained more critical of the Japanese. One of

the lasting impressions that Preble provided of the Japanese

samurai lay in his amused description of their mode of dress.
Not only did he liken them to living artifacts of the
European Middle Ages, put he also compared them to clowns and

walking flags OT chess boards.’ Such comments, suggest that

Preble must have found it difficult to take these men

seriously, dressed as they were in such pompous attire.
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another point he belabored was the Japanese's shocking
immorality. He was consistently amazed at the Japanese
disregard of the naked body in the bath houses, as well as
the obscene situations depicted in their paintings.z0 From
his puritan, Christian perspective, Preble considered these
cultural features as offensive and barbaric. He also thought
many of the samurai were foolishly harsh and over-reactive.
In one instance, the expedition encountered Japanese who
wished to join their crew and feared death upon return.? The
men were rejected by the Americans to face what they feared
would be their execution by the government.2z At another time

a guard boarded the ship and was on the verge of

disemboweling himself if the expedition moved their ships any

farther up Edo bay.23 These events solidified Preble's belief

in the inferiority and barbarism of a people that he had once

thought were equal to Westerners in culture.

It is worthy of note that about the time of the colonization of New

England, and the settlement of our limited states with its notion of

religious freedom, Japan closed her doors to the commerce of the worlds
Now after a lapse of three centuries, the

from the very opposite idea.
infant settlement has become a great nation, and this then rich and
flourishing Empire reduced to feebleness, by its contracted ideas, is

forced to treat with the infant and conform to its more expanded
views.24

In Preble's opinion, Japan had culturally stagnated because

of its self-imposed isolation. As a result, he greatly

doubted the penefits that Americans could derive from a

relationship with so inferior a culture.

preble compared Japan to feudal Europe. "The government

is without a doubt despotic, but not more so, than were the

European Governments in the days of feudalism and chivalry."z
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This comparison, between European and Japanese feudalism,
would lead the characterization of Japanese society as semi-
civilized by Anglo-Americans. The view of Japan as a semi-
civilized state fostered in Anglo-American opinion that the

Japanese would eventually take the necessary steps to

modernize.
The first impressions of the Perry expedition laid the
foundation for successive opinions because of their role in
cing

discrediting older rumors and preconceptions and repla
them with the first 'true' opinions. The most significant

and lasting of these was the idea that the samurai had a

kin to

semi-civilized and pompous character that made them a

European knights.

f Anglo-American Residents During Tokugawa Rule

Opinions O
e American ambassador

Following Perry's expedition was th

Townsend Harris. BY 1858, Harris had successfully concluded

treaties that opened select Japanese ports to foreign

travelers, and missionaries. In the

residence for merchants,
beginningy:thené:mere«meLatively few people who desired such
 a risky business venture in a country rumored to be hostile

VL

the Tokugawa government placed
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qonder that the residents saw hostility directed towards the

native Japanese from the samurai. Of particular note
/

however, was the samurai violence committed against the

westerners. Recall the role of the shishi, an extremist

group of samurai that rejected the opening of Japan and

wished to oust the Westerners from Japan through force.
Members of this group attacked foreigners and sometimes even
nurdered them. This was the fate of Heusken, the Dutch
translator working for the American Foreign Minister Townsend

Harris.z The foreign population had been warned about

possible violence against them, but this murder shocked the

Anglo-Americans and brought home the danger they faced from
the samurai. Moreover, the samurais' privilege of wearing 3

their swords in public and their quick use of it more than

convinced the Anglo-Americans that samurai were, in general,

a hostile group. Francis Hall, an American merchant who

lived in Japan from 1859-1866, made this comment in a diary

entry on November 11, 1860: "[Tlhe samurai class who led an

ife frequent the Sinagawa inns to an
"27  Hall makes

indolent, vicious 1
them unsafe for foreigners.

petween those samurai who welcomed the

against it wsdHalds ;

{ g FILy. R
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important consideration; the i i

are egceedingly dissoluée; tgwiigg :hiifshgi igi;n?:sérgnd EEay % thgm
:Lnferlor:.ﬂ,J they are arrogant and aggressive; they hagnt tgs b:lng s
grea; nu erst- frequently @n a state of intoxication and ebs'reetf i
?Eme éhgrgegiingglgfpggzgg ;2 taking offence (sic], but réad;lgg :eZﬁys
the opinions of their masters? :g;a;:safggséggg;so?rsh: Teis o vl
opposed to the presence of foreigners here, it may be faiglye;szsged

that an equal proportion of their followers are hostile to us.28
Harris's reflections provided the American government with
the impression that the state of affairs in Japan was one in
which the lives of their citizens were quite possibly in
danger. This impression was quite well-founded. Although,
in the end, relatively few Anglo-Americans in Japan
experienced violence, they were in a state of constant
apprehension that samurai violence against them could indeed

happen. If before November 1860 Anglo-Americans had

disregarded the violent tendencies of samurai, the murder of

Heusken quickly tempered any feelings of self-assurance. In

fact, as shall later be examined, it was exactly this rising

apprehension of violence that prompted the American consul to

request the abolition of sword wearing.

The murder of Heusken prompted an in-depth explanation

of Japanese matters to the British government by the British

ambassador Rutherford Alcock. Alcock offered this opinion of

samurai wviolence:

d that such was his views of the policy
and the actual position of foreigners
oundly convinced that measures were

ad for their object the removal of foreigners out of

the Empire, either by intimidation or by murder. That how far those
who more ostensibly held the reins of government were parties to this
atrocious system, or only reluctant witnesses, conclusive facts were
wanting to show; but that they were cognisant [sic] of some one or more
of their body who had means at command, even if they did not know who
the individuals were, actually engaged in carrying out this vendetta
against foreigners, it was impossible for him to doubt.2??

was resolute in his stance that the hostility

[Alcock] state
rned Japan,
He was profi

The British Envoy
of those who now gove
in respect to them.
being taken which h

Alcock, then,
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against the Anglo-Americans was the result of the samurai
nostility, perhaps even instigated by the members of the
government they were Presently working with. In any case
regardless of whether the government secretly sanctioned the
violence or not, the heart of the matter was that the samurai
were armed, dangerous, and hostile to foreigners.

In 1864, Sir Earnest Satow, teacher and Secretary of the
pritish Legation from 1861-1869, wrote of how he dealt with

the threat of violence from samurai:

::O?EZA gggEVsﬁé w1:p a little show insolence from a couple of two-

ihenkin fhave ownmg ioned us back to our boats, but I discoursed to

(P Teshibits ongue, and they were speedily reduced to silence:
ibition of a revolver had something to do with the production of

this effect.30

satow, then, had no tolerance for samurai hostilities and met

violence with violence as a means of protecting himself. The

simple fact that he was also armed testifies to Satow's
impression that there was a possibility of harm to himself.
Moreover, Satow was not the only one to take to arming

himself. Francis Hall had adopted the same policy back in

1859.31 Thus, Anglo-Americans felt threatened by the samurai

and viewed them with the knowledge that these men were

capable of and would kill foreigners.

In the final analysis, these remarks and situations

indicate that the Anglo-Americans thought the violence the
samurai utilized, especially against foreigners, was

unnecessary and provocative. Samurai hostility served to

foster Anglo-American opinion that the samurai class should

at least be disarmed in public if not totally dismantled.
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Anglo-Americans were also convinced of the samurai's
ineffectiveness as rulers. Both Alcock and Harris, British
and American Foreign Ministers to Japan respectively, were
the most critical of the inefficiency of the Tokugawa samurai
in government. Alcock wrote:

Egathét;gvggizalligmggalnst foreigners] was more or less clearly known

S it ang . ers and others, who saw with anxiety and regret

S azardous proceedings, but felt powerless, either from
imidity or € conscious futility of measuring their strength against

antagonists who were too strong to cope with, and be successful.32

alcock was under the impression that the Tokugawa government
could not exert its influence over its constituents; that the
party which opposed the opening of Japan, including shishi
members, had more power than the ruling governmeﬁt._
Therefore the Tokugawa government was weak, and consequently,
ineffective. For if the government could not control its
rulipg class and its warriors, i.e. the samurai, then how

could it have the power to conduct relations with other

governments? In fact, this point was raised by Townsend

Harris in 1858.

I hardly knew what reply to make [to the assertion that the Japanese

were on a verge of a civil war], that it was as I believe unprecedented

for a government to carry on negociations [sic] when they had not the
mpleted; that it would give Foreign Powers a

power to sign them when co ;
most unfavorable opinion of the Tycoon s Government .33

Hostility coupled with a weak government necessitated the

conclusion that the Tokugawa government was ineffective. For

the first Anglo-American ambassadors negotiating with

Tokugawa officials was at once frustrating and wasteful

because the Tokugawa officials power was severely limited

within Japan. By 1862, another American Foreign Minister

Resident, Robert Prayer, concluded that: "many powerful
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paimios [sic] continue opposed to foreign trade is not
questioned. The party in favor of the old Customs and laws
may indeed be more powerful than the party of progress. With
time the latter will triumph."s¢ Prayer discussed the fall of

the Tokugawa polity as an inevitable event arising from the

jnability to exert control over the rebelling samurai clans.
prayer correctly evaluated the Tokugawa Government as a
government which would not e#ist for much longer. This
perception, at times, must have made some transactions seem

pointless to Prayer. Finally, Francis Hall made an

observation which captured the mood of the Anglo-Americans

concerning samurai governance: "Thus far in Japaneseé treaty

history the merchants in their collective capacity have shown

he rulers sent

more sagacity and practical intelligence than t

to rule over them."3s Hall's opinion highlights the samurai's

bility to effectively conduct governance. In

weakness or ina

the end, then, these men agreed that the Tokugawa samurai

ffective in government as displayed by

officials were ine
their insignificant amount of power and lack of control over
their own class-

discussed Tokugawa ineff
wer of the lord as administrative head

Smith ectiveness in the

following way: 'The PO

pecame merely symbolic... the lord's position

increasingly
was hereditary and as time passed fewer and fewer of his
breed were men of force and intelligence."? Smith contends
that Tokugawa officials were indeed ineffective. They were

men who were secure in their position and gradually
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distributed their power to lower echelons and lost the drive
pecessary to competently rule over their jurisdictions.
MoreOVefr smith agrees that samurai lifestyle promoted a weak
Jeader- "Brought up by women deep in the interior of palaces
where 1o sound of the outside world penetrated, surrounded

from childhood by luxury, and indulged in every whim, they

were physically weak and innocent of both learning and
practical experience."s The point here was the ruling elite

of samurai were, sometimes, not even trained for their posts;

ulting in a lord or official who was completely ignorant

Although the

res
and 111 qualified to run a domain or a country.

samurai elite were given power they were also raised with the

juxuries and trappings of wealth and power to the point that

it rendered them ineffective.

Contemporary Anglo-Americans considered samurai
1ifestyle soft and decadent - pompous and extravagant.

Harris remarked: " [The Japanese] have never felt the absence
of luxury on the one hand or the presence of want on the

other; probably no part of the world can show a People sO
and so little overworked as is to

well fed, clad, and lodged,

b seenl inapan -t s aTO0 Harris, these people lived a good
life without much physical exertion. To Anglo-American eyes,

d the samurai not work, but they were

generally, not only di
e time. Clara Whitney, an

uctive with their leisur

also unprod
ing in Japan after the restoration from

American daughter 1iV
1875-1900, provides insight into the life of the samurai:
aged eleven, is washed, dressed, and amused like a

The young lady.,
baby. She is powdered and painted profusely... The ladies of a
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imyo's house never do anythip nev v
: Y g' er read or culti ate theiz i d
dai hankfal €l minds.

i tb ;
to be a humble cottage girl in dea OTn a daiymo's ladyl It is botter

y r, free, h :
ampered, know-noth » Nappy Am
pamp ing noble's daughter in Japzz,ag i oo K A

the amount of attention that the daimyo's daughter
received
simultaneously sparked jealousy and contempt by a girl wh
who

i was only @ few years older. Clara was grateful for her

% education as an American girl, one who was allowed to
exercise her mind on.different subjects. To her, a life
14

where one had virtually no independence at all was

inconceivable, and she likened it to an existence of boredom.
- clara, at 15, testified to the opinion that the ruling class
{ of samurai was pompous.

Neither did the elite samurai's extravagance escape the
notice of Francis Hall. On March 2, 1860 Hall witnessed the

| Prince of Owari's train pass through Yokohama on his way to

fulfill his obligation under the alternate attendance system.

"I was desirous to see what I might of the cortege of a man

whose travelling train is said to freguently contain five

thousand persons.'4 This train consisted of those samurai

and servants considered necessary to care for the prince.

ressed by the numbers and length of the train,

Hall was imp

but, he still maintained his American perception of equality.

CONNECTION TO ANGLO-AMERICAN OPINION OF ABOLITION

| The samurai class of the Tokugawa polity was seen as

‘ semi-civilized, feudal knights who exhibited hostility,

|
M ineffective government, and extravagance. Although Perry's
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sxpedition came with high hopes of eéxpensive and exotic
wares

snd @ highly cultivated society, they were instead confronted

with 2 tangible flashback of medieval Europe. While in and
of itself, feudalism was not seen as evil or barbaric, Anglo-
americans believed that it was a stage that the Japanese
needed to evolve out of. Compared with Western developments,
ijn which the modern world arose from feudal institutions,
likewise, the Japanese seemed to be developing the same way.
However, since the Japanese had maintained their feudal
institutions, they remained only semi-civilized. As an
extension of the feudal world, samurai were also
intrinsically semi-civilized.

The Anglo-Americans seemed to expect the Japanese to

welcome or at least accept the opening as essential and

desirable. The hostile backlash by what seemed the majority

of the samurai enforced the Anglo-American notion that the

samurai class should be abolished. Moreover, that both the

government appeared'ineffective and its members seen as

living pompous and extravagant.lifestyles provided the Anglo-

Americans with‘manéfthan#@ﬂbugﬁ incentive to desire its

declassific
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indsor
Of modernltlﬁ the more 1i ke Nestern, European culture the more
[

that nation was considered civilized. Specifically, Anglo
y :

americans based their judgment upon the structures of government
and status of technology within the country. A British or
american citizen felt that for a nation to be civilized, it had
to have the following characteristics: First, the people had to
embrace Christianity. Second, there had to be a central
government that had some form of democracy as its basis. Third,
the nation had to have modern military technology. Fourth, the
nation had to be open for international trade. Finally, the

nation had to be industrializing. These biases are prevalent in

the descriptions of the development of the Japanese contained in

Anglo-American governmental documents.

As I have argued above, the British and Americans saw the

Japanese as semi-civilized. To the Anglo-American, this meant

not only that the samurai were outdated and akin to European

knights, but also that the feudal polity of Japan would naturally

develop into a state similar to that of England or America. AS

the warriors had to be incorporated into

with feudal Europe€,

common society in order for modern democracy to evolve in Japan.
Although this outcome did not necessarily demand the abolition of
the class system, England after all retained a nobility, it did

require at least a revamping of hierarchical structures and
functions. By creating & form of centralized, democratic

government, the Japanese would be on the appropriate path to

being viewed 2as civilized by Anglo-Americans. Once a country was

acknowledged to be civilized it would be treated like another




Anglo-American Perception of Samurai in the Meiji Restoration Windsor 41

n nation. On the other hand, if the country continued to

wester

pe seen as barbaric, then there was always the possibility that

the Western pOWers would simply subjugate the people, in
accordance with nineteenth century imperialistic policy. Jansen,

however, disagreed and asserted that "Japan's threat came after

those of India and parts of China, and foreign conquest was never
as real a danger as Japanese leaders thought."4' According to

Jansen, the West did not have imperialistic goals for Japan even

though the Japanese believed that they did. English control over

india and China provided the Japanese with the incentive to

strive for avoidance of a similar fate. To that end, Japanese

in both the Tokugawa and Meiji governments, believed

they had to at least

leaders,

that in order to maintain their autonomy,

o Western powers the impression that they were committed

project t
their society by Western standards.

to civilizing and modernizing
In fact, Jansen stated that the Japanese reformers "utilizel[d]

Western technigues to withstand the West.'42 The Japanese were,

therefore, actively seeking ways to incorporate Western

gy and education into their country's governmental and

tures SO that Japan would maintain th

technolo
military infrastruc e right

of national self-determination as well as receive respectful

Anglo-Americans welcomed and

treatment from the Western powers.

encouraged this tactic.

The Meiji Restoration's major components were the abolition

of feudalism, centralization, industrialization, and social

The abolition of th
s enacted as a part of the method through which the

reform. e samurai class by the samurai

themselves wa
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or

vernment used to achieve their extensive program of

Meiji 9°
nization. The abolition of the samurai class signaled to

moder

the West that Japan was ready and willing to become a part of

and contend wirthis Sihc SEUECRE S American powers. In addition,

Anglo,Americans actively participated in bringing the abolition

about .

AMERICAN OPINION AND CONTRIBUTION

charles Delong was an influential opinion maker for American

Congressmen because he was the leading diplomatic representative
in Japan during the abolition process. His correspondence with

the American Congress had a key role in shaping American foreign

policy towards Japan. It was through DeLong's advice, reports,
and interpretation of events that Congress and the President were

kept aware of the situation and polices within Japan.

because of the delay in communi

gin policies towards the Japanese

Furthermore, cations, DelLong was

given the authorization to be

government that he felt necessary - Thus, DeLong's opinion was

haping both American poli
g became significant for his contrib

tical opinion and foreign

crucial to s
ution

policy. Moreover, DelLon

to the abolition process.
The Americans viewed the abolition of samurai status as a

step towards civilization and humanity. Despite this
acknowledgment of progress, the foreign minister resident,
Charles E. DeLondy when confronted with the first steps of

abolition, hypothesized that the abolition process was enacted

not for the purpose of integrating Japan into the Western
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international community, but rather for the purpose of Japan
returning to traditional 'isolationist' policies. Therefore,
although the Japanese government was modernizing, it was doing so
with a retrogressive objective. Before investigating Delong's
rationale and opinion of the abolition process, we should examine
his view of the samurai class and its government .

In 1871, Charles E. DeLong described the Japanese as
"ambitious and childlike"4 in their pursuit of modernization.
DeLong was of the opinion that although the Japanese were quickly
acquiring the technology of the West, they had not implemented
the Western ideals of Christianity and democracy that had
accompanied technological and industrial advancement. The
Japanese had the practice of Christianity prohibited within Japan
until 1873. On January 19, 1871 Delong wrote: "[T]he ignorant
guards at th[e treaty ports'] gates will continue as they do now
to paralize [sic] trade, more deeply enslave their own people,
prevent the spread of Christianity and make men martyrs for their
faith."4+ Here Delong perceived the general samurai as ignorant
of modern ethics and as people who actively sought to hamper the
natural growth of commercialization, democracy, and Christian

faith. Furthermore, Delong wrote of the 1868 coup d'état in the
following way:

With the fall of the Tycoon the advance guard of liberalism intelligence
and reformist [sic] in Japan went down and a party whose rallying cry in
organizing its armies against the Tycoon was the expulsion of the foreigner

from Japan succeeded it and is now enthroned in power.45

To DeLong, the Tokugawa government had been the defenders of

progressive and reform minded government officials; the samurai
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n r
of the bakufu had understood the need of foreign relations and

trade. On the other hand, Delong had a negative impression of

the new Meiji officials believing them to be a reactionary force
against the bakufu's modernizing approach. DeLong perceived the
Meiji officials as anti-foreign in origin, and thus, in their
policies. what Delong had failed to realize was that the Meiji
officials, even if they had been shishi members, had modified
their original hostiiity to the West to a stance which encouraged

contact and assimilation of Western technology and some Western

governmental policies. What DeLong perceived as anti-foreign

legislation, was an attempt by the Meiji government to

consolidate and reorganize internal Japanese government to

of a strong, central government. As a

reflect a Western model

it is interesting that Delong perceived the Tokugawa

side note,
ing he never worked with it.

government with such favor, consider

or Prayer's comments, (who thought that

When compared to Harris's

the Tokugawa officials were ineffective leaders who did not have

much control over their countrymen), even if the Tokugawa

officials were progressive they had no power with which to

DelLong continued in the same report to

institute their ideas.

Congress stating:
[sic] the hatred for the foreigner that durst not draw the sword
shock of pattle vent its bitterness in hostile legislation,

and in proscribing and punishing with most

to invite the 2  oling trade
i a cri] ' Pl :
restrictiINie nts Eﬁe Japanese convert to Christianity for daring to

i hme
s | d of the truths of divine revelation.46

become convince

Here Delong perceived the Meiji government as anti-foreigner, who
instead of warring with the Western powers sought to subtly
circumvent Western trade and Western ethics. Moreover, the new

government actively took steps to hinder the development of
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international trade and Christian conversion. DeLong was
tnerefore under the impression that the new Meiji government was
nhostile to foreigners and was retrogressive in its policies.

craig offered the explanation that the

sttgzagign St?mmed more from the strength of the values and institutions
of N "§001ety than from their weaknesses. It suggests that the power
of the Meiji state to respond successfully to the challenge of the West was
to a considerable extent based just on the "feudal" elements in the

Tokugawa system.47

peLong, then, expressed the view that the Meiji government was
backward looking, and Craig argued that this was partially
accurate because the Japanese people could not detach themselves

from their heritage and the strength of their own traditional

beliefs concerning government and values. However, Craig also

emphasizes in his book, Choshu in the Meiji Restoration, that the

Meiji government was generally forward looking and that the

restoration movement was in fact a continuation of centrifugal

forces already established within the Tokugawa government.:#8 He

maintains that the members of the Tokugawa government were

searching for a way to incorporate Western technology and
discoveries without compromising Japanese culture. In fact, the

ghly aware of the jnefficiencies in their

Japanese were hi

government and society well pefore Perry's arrival and were

striving to correct them without disrupting the status quo or

completely abolishing traditional elements of society. Craig

argues that the end result of the Meiji Restoration did not

compromise traditional peliefs but rather transformed them.

Thus, Japanese culture and belief systems were still present,

although expressed somewhat in new ideologies and methods.
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Craig's observations, then, support that DelLong misunderstood
both Japanese government and the forces at work within it.
Although Delong correctly interpreted some of the actions of the
Japanese, he was not aware of the full scope of events.

Hindsight allows for connections and developments to be more
easily drawn together, whereas contemporary observations such as
Delong's may or may not perceive the whole. For example, the
Meiji officials did not desire to reinstitute the Tokugawa's
exclusive, traditional trade policies. Furthermore, even if the
Meiji government had tried to regress, Americans would have
perceived Japan as returning to isolationism when in fact it was
not a policy of isolation but a policy of severely restricted and

monitored trade. Thus, the perception of Americans would have

been inaccurate. DeLong's impression of events did not take into

account long-term developments nor was he aware of what the

outcome of these developments would be. Nevertheless, his

perception was what governed prevailing Western political

opinion. In the early 1870's, that opinion was that the Meiji

government was both superficially progressive in technology and

infrastructure and ultimately retrogressive in its objectives of

isolation and social values.

On March 1, 1871, DelLong wrote a report that dealt

specifically with the Japanese acts of abolishing the status of

daimyo and transferring ownership of the han to the central

government. DelLong believed that the Japanese were attempting to

consolidate their empire in order to hinder foreign relations.

He felt that these were issued to advance the 'new' law that all
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foreign transactions had to be approved and go through the
government. Delong concluded he was '"quite well satisfied that
this Government is secretly enforcing this decree where it can
thus directly and seriously crippling [sic] trade."4® Hence,
while DeLong approved of consolidation, he was annoyed with what
he thought was the negative intent behind it. DelLong emphasized
the importance of international trade and its role in modernizing
the state. Furthermore, he believed the decrees regarding the
daimyos to be ineffectual. Continuing in his March 1, 1871

report to Congress, Delong wrote:

The utter falsity of the assurances given us that these Daimios [sic] have
surrendered up their power, their people and property, is also apparent for
they l?uy and sell as usual, make loans, keep large standing armies, and own
warships, and seemingly yield only such obedience to the -central

Government as their whims in interests may dictate.s0

Therefore, DeLong was of the opinion that the government had no

power to enforce its legislation against the daimyo. He believed

the Meiji government to ineffective. Previously, Harris and

Prayer had criticized the Tokugawa government for its

ineffectiveness and lack of control. Because Japan was a feudal

state, the Tokugawa government did not have a strong, central

government. Meiji officials inherited all of the problems and

weakness' of the Tokugawa government. Hence, their job was to

fix them. Recall that, this measure abolishing the han and

daimyo was the first step in dismantling the feudal state of

Japan. As with any major structural change, it took time before

it was completely instituted.

Moreover, the Imperial Decree of the abolition of the han

and daimyo was not administered until August 29, 1871. Delong
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made this statement five months before that date. The reasons
behind this discrepancy are obscure, especially when Griffis'
account is taken into consideration. The province Griffis
resided in received the edict in July 1871, which is still a
month before the official date. It is my belief that the
government sent out a measure that told of the intent to abolish
the han and daimyo in March, but did not receive imperial
authorization until August. This would account for DelLong's
impression that the samurai lord's were not in compliance and
thus government was supposed ineffectiveness.

In contrast, Beasley elaborated on the difficulties facing
the Japanese government, difficulties to which DeLong did not

seem to be sympathetic.

[Tlhe humiliation at the hands of the West precipitated struggle and
controversy... The controversy concerned both short-term diplomatic issues
and long-term cultural ones, but it had a single, central thread: the
extent to which Japan must abandon custom in order to save herself, first
in the context of technology, or particular institutional devices to serve
particular ends, and then, more generally, in the context of radical
changes in society, such as industrialization had induced in the countries

of the West.51

since the enactment of this policy had toc overcome the samurai's

sense of tradition and values, and the objective behind the Meiji

government 's decision to abolish the domains was to create a

strong, central government, the implementation and enforcement of

this measure would take time to be properly and effectively put

into effect. This lapse of time however, did not imply that the

government was ineffective. Neither Jansen nor Craig treat

DelLong's observation that the Meiji government was ineffectual,

in part because they both were focusing on the events that led up

to the 1868 restoration. They provide only a brief explanation
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of the restoration process itself. There were policies that
abolished both daimyo and han, but, it was Delong's assertion
that the Meiji government could not enforce them and that the
reality was that nothing essentially had changed with the
declaration of their abolition in 1871.

On the other hand, William Elliot Griffis, a contemporary of
DeLong who was also in Japan during the restoration period, later
wrote that Japan did indeed successfully abolish feudalism at the
time. Consider Griffis' eyewitness account of the consequences
after receiving the edict in Fukui in the province of Echizen on
July 18,1871. He documented initial outrage and then orderly
compliance on October 2, 1871, when "the lord of Echizen left his
ancestral halls, and departed from Fukui to travel to Tokyo,
there to live as a private gentleman, without any political

power."sz Returning to the discrepancy of dates, notice that

there is three months between the reception of the edict and

compliance. Before, I hypothesized that the Meiji government

issued a decree and then got official authorization from the

emperor five months later. If one takes into account the time it

took for travel - Japan did not have a modern rail or canal

system built at the time - it took a little over a month for the

edicts to reach Echizen province. However, once the Imperial

edict would have been received, the lord complied. Within the

province there had been discussion of revolt because of the

initial shock of what the edict implied. The samurai were going

to loss their traditional home and employment. In the end, the

samurai decided not to revolt; the lord and his retainers
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eventually accepted and obeyed the order

Meanwhile, Jansen underscored the fact that there was a
crisis of finance for the Meiji government, and that under the
centralized power of government "[t]he samurai, rapidly losing
their military utility and weighing down the public payrolls,
were inviting targets for reform-minded modernizers.'"s? Jansen's
conclusion, then, was that the abolition of samurai privileges
was believed by some Meiji bureaucrats; such as Tomomi Iwakura
and Kaoru Inoue, to be essential to reforming and modernizing
Japan. Craig supplemented Jansen by emphasizing that the process
of centralization required the destruction of Japan's feudal
institutions and structures.s¢« The abolition of the samurai class
was a natural extension of this process.

In comparison with the assertions of Beasley, Griffis,

Jansen, and Craig, Delong's observations of ineffective and

retrogressive government seem to be drastic. Although there was

undoubtedly some truth to his words, the Japanese government

essentially remained in control and it successfully modernized

Japan. Meiji officials sought to modernize federal government

through abolishing feudal institutions, stabilize and stimulate

government finances, and industrialize Japan. These long-term,

principle objectives of Meiji government may not have been

readily apparent to a foreigner in the midst of the reforms.

Griffis opinion was written in retrospect, as was Beasley, Jansen

and Craig's. Thus, all of them have the benefit of knowing what

Japan became. Delong's reports provide the impression that

perhaps it was not such a guarantee that Meiji government would
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be successful. Moreover, that the initial political reaction to
Meiji government was one of apprehension and regret of relations
with the Tokugawa government. At least, DeLong had a higher
opinion of Tokugawa official's potential than Meiji official's
potential.

Regardless of his personal opinion, Delong actively helped
instigating the abolition of samurai status. One issue that
became central was the samurai's use of the sword. The
significance of the sword rested upon the symbolic qualities
that it held for the samurai - it connected authority,
superiority, and lifestyle. Besides, it was a weapon that could
be used to kill. In a communiqué dated March 26, 1870 (26th of
2nd month of 3rd year Meiji) Japanese Ministers of Foreign
Affairs, Sawa Nobuyoshi and Terashima Munemori, replied to

Delong's request that the Japanese government ban sword wearing

among samurai.

thing demanded by etiquette and the practice is
From at this present time it is the ingrained habit
t to look upon the absence of the sword as a breach
of its being a thing of etiguette is that farmers
and tradesmen distinguished for eminent services have come to have the
privilege of wearing a sword, and this being considered a special
distinction is in accordance with the theory of government which has
existed for many years. If we were to suddenly revolutionize this practice
without creating some distinction to replace the sword and making the
Samurai class discover and accept the reasonableness of not constantly
wearing their weapons, the Samurai and the common people would be

discontented.55

inisters assured that the lawlessness demonstrated

[Tlhe sword has become a
one of gradual growth.

of every soldierly hear
of etiquette. The proof

The Japanese m

by some was not representative of the whole and that there was

effective punishment for those who abused the privilege of

wearing the sword. However, a policy that would abolish sword

wearing could not be put into effect because it was an age-old

tradition that both commoner and samurai insisted on retaining.
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Moreover, there was an assumption by the Meiji officials that the
samurai class would still be in existence even if there were no
sword wearing. At this time the officials were not prepared or
willing to accept the seeming contradiction of the samurai
appearing in public without their sword. This reasoning must
have frustrated Delong and his associates because it justified
the policy of the government and the samurai's right to wear and
use their sword. The'government also brushed over DeLong's
assertion that the aggressive hostility shown towards foreigners
by samurai was uncivilized.

DelLong expressed his opinion of the above Japanese

assertions to Congress on January 20, 1871:

The sword should be the symbol of honor and distinction and should be
entrusted only to those who will not disgrace it but how frequently may men

of the sworded [sic] class be seen in the streets of Yedo in an excited
| state threatening defenseless people with this weapon and cutting at dogs
i or committing other offences. Surely such men are not worthy of the
" privilege of carrying arms; and how can the Government who allows them to

do so disclaim responsibility for the violence they commit?s6

viously felt that although the wearing of the sword was

| DeLong oOb
in general, were not capable or

definitely an honor, the samurai,

sible enough to retain that privilege. Furthermore, he

respon
t allowed such lawless behavior was

ed that a government tha

impli
not truly in control over its subjects. Interestingly, in 1871
the Meiji government enacted legislation that allowed the samurai
to chose not to wear his sword in public.

The Meiji government did eventually produce an edict that

abolished the wearing of the sword in 1876. This was an outcome

of the government's decision to gradually abolish the samurai

class. considering that the process did extend over a period of

6 years, the government's forestallment of action in 1871 can be

L e e S S R
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explained by the perception that the abolition of the sword-
wearing privilege needed to be implemented gradually if the
validity of the new government was not to be undermined. Recall
that the Meiji government had just been instituted and still
needed the support of the samurai class. Therefore, Meiji
officials could not afford to lose too much support of the
samurai class. Each measure the government proposed that
dismantled feudal institutions and ideals met with rebellion in
some sector of Japan and too much reform at one time could well
spell the destruction of the Meiji government.

Meanwhile, Griffis favorably treated another aspect of

samurai status abolition, that of Japanese conscription begun in

1873. In his opinion this act was a great achievement by the

government and effectively placed Japan within the ranks of

modernity and civilization. He wrote in retrospect, in 1907,

that:

s, infused with loyalty to the
ducated in the public schools, and
that should level all

July, 1870.57

The idea of a national army of soldier
Emperor, born into a new patriotism, e
made democratic by the camaraderie of conscription,

class distinction while in the ranks, was born in ...

Griffis believed a conscription army to be a signifier of

democratic ideals and a nation's greatness. The advent of a

rmy placed Japan militarily on a par with other

conscription a
European nations. Especially significant was Griffis' phrase

"level all class distinction". Since the samurai class had
heretofore been the nation's military and social superiors, this
understudying that the samurai class

phrase demonstrates Griffis'

status would and should be eradicated. Griffis was also here

MATVY ) ZANA Y BRUIL VIRV IR AT A v, T8 N
PANA SE L TR PR PISAGEA ARG S i i S ST LR AR L U B P e L ol




‘[_
l
p
|

Anglo-American Perception of Samurai in the Meiji Restoration Windsor 54
expressing the American ideals of democracy and equality, which
could not support the assumptions of a caste type system - hence
again, the leveling of the samurai class was called for. The
incorporation of conscription, then, was supported by Americans
for its essential nullification of the status by birth embodied
in the samurai class.

Overall, then, Americans thought that the Japanese were
becoming more civilized with the abolition process and it was an
essential component of modernization. Griffis offered the same
conclusions in his text The Mikado. In sum, Jansen, Craig, and
Beasley elaborate on how the process was a natural extension of
modern development, thereby further extending previous American

rationales. Delong's unique position in relation to the Japanese

government provided insight not only into how Americans

scrutinized the Japanese assimilation of Western cultural ideals,

but also into American's active participation in the abolition

process itself. Although Delong's perception of events was

limited, his reports were instrumental in illustrating the extent

to which American ambassadors involved themselves in Japanese

affairs during the Meiji Era's reforms.

BRITISH OPINION AND CONTRIBUTION

The British evaluated the developments in Japanese society

and government as progressive and civilized. Accordingly,

Britain decreased its military presence in response to its belief

that Japanese government and society were becoming increasingly

stable and humane, and thus, civilized. Between 1863 and 1871,

SIYY ST ANN A C T N FNY ALIINTEE
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there was a decrease of 454 British troops (from 1,087 to 633)
and 234 British marines (from 539 to 305).s58 The interesting
aspect of the table referred to above was the gradual reduction
of troops over a long period of time. Therefore, the probability
that the troops were deployed because of upheaval elsewhere in
the British empire is low. Of course, the presence in Japan of
other foreign powers, such as America, may have encouraged the
reduction of British military presence as well as checking
British imperial desire. Griffis, in fact, implies this by
stating: "Except for Millard Filmore, Perry, and Harris, and the

appearance of the United States in Asia, early in the era of
steam navigation, who knows whether Japan would have maintained

her sovereignty?"s® In light of the British policy of armed

presence, Griffis' statement, assigned credit to the Americans

and not to the Japanese for keeping Japan autonomous. However,

although this may have been the case initially, the point here is

that the British military presence was significant for its

implication that Japan was barbaric, just as the subsequent

reduction of that presence provides some evidence that Britain

was beginning to view Japan as 'evolving'.
Moreover, Britain would imply support for the Meiji
government in their dispute with China over the Island of Formosa

in 1874. When Thomas Francis wade, the English Foreign Minister

in China, was obliged to give his opinion of the situation he

stated: '"'the progressist [sic] tendency manifest in Japan, again

by its contrast with the reactionary spirit of the Chinese,

assuredly put the latter at a disadvantage in foreign opinion.'"6o
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Wade perceived Japan as progressive. What events in Japan would
have led Wade to believe Japan was progressive? By this time
Japan had started a complete reworking of government and had
recently passed laws effectively abolishing the feudal political
and military authority of the samurai class: abolishment of the
han and daimyo and instituting a conscription army. Coupled with
the rapid industrialization taking place through the Meiji

government, Wade veri likely saw these abolition measures as

steps towards elevating Japan's international status. The

Japanese were progressing from a semi—civilized to civilized

status.
More revealing of British opinion of Japan's abolition

process was a series of 1909-1910 lectures delivered at Oxford by

John H. Gubbins, who had been resident in Japan during the

abolition process.

eir knowledge of Western countries might be, some at least
knew enough to understand that feudalism was a stage of evolution which
most European countries had passed, and it is not assuming too much to
suppose that in their eagerness to imitate the progress of other lands they
very soon came to realize that the abolition of the dual system must entail
the abolition of clan government, and that the continuance of feudalism, no
less than that of the Shogunate, was incompatible with the new extension

given to foreign relations.61

[D]efective as th

Gubbins had an evolutionary world view of the European countries

which he pelieved Japan conformed to. Gubbins compared European

to Japanese development: Since Europe had already abolished

feudalism, it was only natural for Gubbins to assume that

olish feudalism. Hence the British

eventually Japan would also ab

were firmly of the opinion that Japan was well on its way to

modernizing and civilizing upon the Meiji government's precedent

of dismantling feudal institutions. This process met with the
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profound approval and support of the British government.

The British responded to the specific abolition issues not
only with approval but also through their active participation in
the abolition process. Algernon Bertram Mitford (Lord Redesdale)
resided as a junior foreign officer and translator in Japan from
1866 to the beginning of 1870. Since he was there during the
transition from Tokugawa government to Meiji, Mitford only
witnessed the beginnings of the abolition process, specifically
the edict divesting all political and military powers from the
daimyo and incorporating all the finances of the han into the
central government. In 1869 Mitford was of the opinion that all
the most powerful daimyos humbly complied and that others

followed their lead; there were very few calls for

reconsideration of the edict.s? Thus Mitford thought that it was

an orderly transition supported by all. Beasley clarified the

discrepancy between dates in the American and British documents
by maintaining that the issue was repeatedly discussed within

government in 1869 and was overwhelmingly supported by the

majority of the daimyos. '"[Bly the time a decision was taken at
the end of July only fourteen still stood out. There was, in
fact, little open opposition anywhére."63 ‘Together, Mitford and
Beasley support the theory that most everyone was encouraged by

and accepted the change.

Beasley's analysis credits Sir Harry Parkes, British Foreign

Minister in Japan from 1865 through the early 1880's, with

helping to motivate Meiji officials to abolish feudal

institutions.
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A different kin ;
e reming :lfleo:;zﬂqe prompting came from Harry Parkes, who never
and compact State, go n in power of the need to make Japan "into one firm
thi's was ‘CHS WD éogbverge§ ?Y uniform and just laws,” not merely because
council minEantEer inieiizgi;zeq' Eut also because it would give the

i ] ; ; :
who -attacked FEorEigners il g in local affairs in order to punish samurai

Thus Sir Harry Parkes actively encouraged the new Meiji

government to consolidate their authority. It was Parkes'

opinion that eradicating samurai control through consolidation of

the federal government would modernize and civilize Japan. More

' revealing, however, was his direct correspondence with Tomomi

Iwakura.

! Significantly, Iwakura, discussing the domestic situation with Parkes on
May 20, 1871, linked three things: the abolition of the domains, the
formation of an imperial army from units that would no longer be under
domain control, and a substantial reduction of samurai stipends. What all
this amounts to is that the debate within the government was about means,
not ends, about implementation, not the political goals of national
strength itself.65

Parkes directly advised Meiji officials on the specifics of

abolition. They spoke not only of consolidation but also of the

sibility of having to abolish the samurai status as well. In

samurai status would have to

pos

order to have a conscription army,

be abolished. Recall that the specialty and significance of the

y in their identity as the warrior class, conscription

samurai la
the reduction of stipends also

nullified that status. Moreover,

introduced the process by which the government would relieve

cial welfare of the class;

itself of responsibility for the so

this in itself encouraged the abolition of samurai privileges.

parkes' discussion with a leading Meiji official is evidence of

h involvement of the process. _Without a doubt,

direct Britis

then, the British desired Japan's "eyolution" out of its feudal

status into the modern world through the eradication of the old
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ways. The British therefore encouraged and supported the
Japanese desire to assimilate Western ideals; they also helped
shape the direction and implementation of the abolition of

samurai status.

CONCLUSIONS

Upon the opening of relations between Japanese and Western
governments the Anglo-Americans saw the abolition of the samurai
class as essential to the progress and modernization of Japan.
Ideologically, this notion fit with Anglo-American concepts of

progress and state evolution that would mirror the European

experience. The abolition process involved two points of

interpretation: first, what the Anglo-Americans originally

thought of the samurai class, and second, what the Anglo-American

involvement was in the abolition process.

Anglo-Americans had a critical view of their Japanese peers,

in that they saw them as relics of the European Middle Ages. By
the late nineteenth century, Japan had become a stagnated culture
that tenaciously held onto their traditional beliefs and feudal
institutions. Thus, although there had been rumors of Japan's

greatness, they were outdated by almost 200 years. The Perry
expedition embarked towards Japan with some knowledge of this
yet as evidenced by their writings, they were

state of affairs,

not truly prepared for the reality. In short, they were
surprised and disappointed with the feudal country. These
members laid the foundation for the new Western opinions that

would form regarding Japan: namely that it was a semi-civilized
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country akin to medieval Europe. The Anglo-American successors
of the Perry expedition, later defined the samurai as hostile,
ineffective, and pompous. Defined as such, the samurai class
held a negative image within Anglo-American circles of opinion.
Although they were interesting, it was generally felt that their
era had passed and that it was time for Japan to rid itself of

this antiquated class.

Once the internal divisions over leadership within Japan had

more or less been resolved, with the Meiji restoration in 1868, a

c overhaul of the social and governmental structures took

luenced by Western

dramati
place. Significantly, Japan was heavily inf

ideals and culture. In fact, the new government would rapidly

This goal was set by the new Meiji officials as a

Westernize.
Japan some status within the West and

means of establishing for
maintaining its self-determination. Anglo-Americans highly

encouraged this process, seeing it as a sign of Japanese

o become civilized.

determination t
can Foreign Ministers often proposed

To this end, Anglo-Ameri

vernment to hasten industry and modernization.

methods to the go
they advocated t

or part of this process was t

he dismantling of feudal

Specifically,
he abolition of

institutions. A maj
nisters directly raised before the

The foreign mi

samurai status.
uch issues as han abolition and state

Japanese government S

the eradication of the privilege of wearing

centralization,
swords in publiC, and the reduction of samurai stipends.
Although Anglo—Americans can not be credited with the
implementation of these policies, their support and encouragement
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contributed to the pace with which the government in fact
followed through and abolished their old customs.

As with any change, there was revolt and disaffection.
also, for many Western powers the process seemed to take longer

than expected. However, the Meiji government did succeed in its

abolition of samurai status and shortly thereafter Japan took its

place as a respected member among the circle of Western powers.

IMPLICATIONS

By 1905, Japan had established itself as an Asian imperial

power who could successfully contend with the West. Japan was a

a modern military

modern nation: there were railroads, industry,

with modern defense technology, a parliamentary styled
Japan had become civilized by

government, and free commerce.

Western standards.- Although the samurai class was abolished,
mbers of the government were still, primarily, from this

many me
they did not loss all of the

Hence, ir previous

status group-.
ply enforced the meritocratic

power . Instead, the new reforms sim

g the Tokugawa era.

ures advocated durin
helped speed the break-

meas
ent of the samurai class

The abolishm
nd structures that were adverse to

udal institutions @&

up of the fe
the dismantling of the samura

modernization. with i class,
ent was consolidated and strengthened, nationalism

federal governm

and samurai b The financial

was fostered, ecame more democratic.
purdens of the samurai class were dissolved, which freed
government to utilize revenue to foster industrialization. Thus,

the abolishment of the samurai class was an integral part of the
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Meiji government's desire to rapidly modernize Japan
, :
Japan's entry into the Western power circle heralded its

influential role in world affairs. Moreover, Japanese ingenuity

and determination allowed it to become one of the leading

technological nations of today; this developmént is a far cry

7

from its feudal roots of only 120 years ago.. Japan s
international status and involvement of today would have been
unthinkable to Westerners in the 1860's and 1870's. Regardless,

Anglo-Americans actively contributed to setting Japan upon its
o d P NEOhEE

modern, industrial path

» 0 ‘ﬁ:|,|' f ot 4 ]"1 RO

If it had not been for Commodore Perry's 1mslstence of

opening Japan to American trade‘and‘rel§t;9n51;ﬁh9~knows what

status and role Japan would have played in the past 100 years?

However, it is safe to assume that Japan would not have been a

key player in world events nor would it be an industrial leader

today -
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APPENDIX




JAPAN (NUMBER AND EXPENSE OF FORCES).

e ——

RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons,
duted 11 March 1872 ;—for,

f Troops and MARINES stationed in Japan during each Year from the Ratifi-
Japan in 1859, to the 31st day of December 1871 together with the Sums
h ‘L R0OPS to and from Japan, and maintaining them in that Country.”

‘B.ETURN of the Number o
" eation of the Treaty with
:_expended in conveying suc

ol-'g:;a?ffg’va.} EDWARD CARDWELL.

RETURN of the Number of Troors and MARINES stationed in Japan during each Year from the Ratifi-
" cation of the Treaty with Japan in 1859, to the 31st day of December 1871, together with the Sums
x expended in conveying such ‘I'roors to and from Jupan, and maintaining them in that Country.

i
i TROOPS. MARINES.
. ! 7
YEAR. | YEAR. ' |
Nambor. Cost of : Cost of f . Cost of Cost of
Maintcoance. Conveyance. i Maintenance. Conveyancs.
i i
£ £. Lo £. e
1,087 1863 8 </ 339 g3
28 l é? £
o 1864 | .5 =i 539 £
] 940 gf. 8 64,002 . &
3 1865 |~ ¢ § 530 = 3
g A = °
3 (= - -1
< 919 1866 = ©\ 539 | el
= s 2
8 1867 - - —_ g g
-3 797 382,701 18,399% g S
- 1868 - - —_— S @
£ 748 L o :
§ 1869 - - - $ =
=) m o h
. Q y
: f o 1870) o = 305 £ g ;
g 8z = g £
£ 669 e8¢ 82,229 = .2 v
] (%] a ® ,_rg i
- 1871 © 3 305 = 5
:
© The greater portion of the Trocps wore conveyed in Her Mojosty’s Ships, und the cost of couveyance cannot be accurately ascertained.
War Office,
24 January 1873. J H. Campbell Bannerman.
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